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Has been an old Complaint even from the firſt 
timeFof the Patriarchs and Prophets; and con- 
firm'd by. the Teſtimonies and-Writings of all 
ages, That truth is but a Stranger and Pilgrim Tereull. in bis 
in the earth; and among ſuch as are not acquainted with Apolog. 
her, eaſily meets with Enemies and Revilers. Which though 
perhaps it may ſeem incredible to thoſe-that bur lightly:con- 
ſider {uch- things eſpecially: when all mankind by the _ 
inſtin of nature, without any Inftruor, of its own accord, 
& 2 1s 
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is deſirous of truth; And our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, whilſt 
' He convers'd among men, choſe to be called by that name 
frromT -exprets his whote-Diviniry: Yer-we 
who have been converſant in Holy Writ, and who have feen 
and read what has almoſt-at alk.times befallen all pious men, 
whether Prophets, Apoſtles, holy Martyrs, or even Chriſt 
himſelf z what reproaches, revilings and contumelies they 
«ndue” he pag only for z4roths ſykey-do plainly 
kndw, that iti or only new, noxincredible, but in-all A- 
ges recely'd and! ackno Jos It might indeed ſeem mugh .. 
Joh. 8.43. More ſtrang? and incredible, if the Devil, the Father of 
Lyes,an enemy of all Truth,ſhould now of a ſudden change his 
nature) and hope that Truth might be ſuppreſs'd by any o- 
ther-means but Lying ; or ſhould endeavour to eſtabliſh his 

own Kingdom, by other artifices than thoſe he has uſed 
fromthe beginning?” For from the utmoſt remembrance , 
ſcarce anytime caw/be found;. either at the firſt propaga- 
tion, eſtabliſhment, or-as it were ſecond birth of Religion, 
when truth and innocence. were,not after a moſt deſpiteful 

manner, and moſt contumcliouſly receiv'd by men. 

For not to mention the Patriarchs and Prophets of old, 

Cornel Tacitus 1; part of whoſe liveyy as-we before (aid, was exempt from 
Tertull. in bis comumelies and reproaches; tis well "known there | hath 
Apolog. Ch;to, been thoſe who have openly declar'd: and ſprezd abroad, 
C. Phn. that theancient Fews, who.wedoubt not were worſhippers of 
one and the true God, worſhipped in Gods ſtead a Sow or 
an Aſs; and that alb their Religion was nothing elſe but ſa- 
criledge and contempt of all the Deities, *Tis well known, 
that the. Son of God, and our Savicur Jcſus Chriſt, when 
Joh. 8. 43. be tavght nothing but the truth , was accounted an Im- 
Mas. 11,19. Þoſtor, a Sorcerer, 'a Samaritan, Belzebub, a Seducex of the 
People; a man gluttonour, and a-Wine bibber. And who is ig- 
norant what was faid of -old againſt that moſt [2:alous 
Preacher, an-aſſertor 'of- the -Truth, Sr. Paxl; ſometimes, 
that he was a Sedittous Perſon, a railer of tumults, a mover 
of Rebellion: Sometimes, that-he -was a Heretick, _ a Mad- 
man, 'a Blaſphemer of the Law of God, and that out: of 
pure contention and'oppoſition'3/ and a Deſpiſer ef the Tra- 
ditions of. bis: Anceſtors. Who is ignorant. that Saint "— 
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had no ſooner heartily and ſincerely embraced the Truth, 

and as his Duty oblig'd him, begun: freely and conragiovſly 

to preach and declare it to the world, bur he was immediately 
ſummon'd to anſwer for his Life, as a moſt impious Blaſphe- 48-5. 
mer againſt the Law, againſt Moſes, againft the Temple, Epiphan. 
againſt God ? Or who is ignorant that there have been 

men that have accus'd the holy Scriptures of falſehood, af- 

firming ehir-they contained things repugnant and contradi- Marc ex Ter- 
Qory ; that the Apoſtles of Chrift differ*d every one from #1 £13 e 
another, and S”; Pawl' from them all? And not toinfiſt upon £4" 

all, for thit would be infinite ; who is ignorant what flinders 

were caſt upon our Fathers, who firſt imbraced and pro- 

feſſed Chriſtianity ? That they entered into Conſpiracies and 

private Aſſociztions againſt the Commonw: a'th; and- to Evuſes. 1 c r. 
that end'came together in the dark b:fore day : that they Tre» Apo! 
kill'd young Infants), feaſting upon their flefh, -and after a -» an 
moſt ſavage manner drinking their blood z- but of al),- that '* 

the Candles being put out, they committed Adultery and 

Inceſt promiſcuouſly one with anothet, Brothers lying with 

Siſters, Sons with Mothers, without any reverence of Blood 

or Kindred, any modeſty , any*Ciſcrimination ; that they 

were impious men, without any Religion, without God , 

enemies of Humane kind, unworthy of the light, unfit to 

lire an1-converfe with men. | 

.* All thoſe, things were then ſaid. :g4inſt the people of 

God, againſt Jefus Chriſt, againſt St. Paul, againſt St. Ste- 

phe; againſt aſl thoſe that- in the Primitive times imbrac'd 

the truth of the Goſpel, and ſuffered themſelves to be call- 

ed by that fo reproachful, and, among the Vulgar people; fo 
edious a name of Chriftians, And though they were far Tweus Apel. 
from being true, yetwas the D:vils advantage nothing. the Cap. 3. 

leſs, ſo long as they were believed to be fo, and the Chri- 

ftians on that account expos'd to the publick hatred of all 

men, and perſecuted by all men even unto death. By fuch 

perſwaſions therefore as theſe, Kings and Princes have been 

all. along wrought upon to extirpate all the Prophets of God 

to the laſt, to condemn Iſaiah to the Saw, Feremiah to be 
' Roned, Daniel to the Lions, Amos-to the Bar, Pax! to the 
- Sword, Chriſt to the Croſs, ard all Chriſtians to Priſons, Suern Trang, 
Racks, #2 Nero. 


1 Tim. 4+ 


Numb. 16. 


A Learned Vindication of 


Racks, Gibbets, Rocks, Precipices, Wild Beafts, Flames, to 
ſet on fire huge Piles of their living bodies, only to give 
light in the night, or for meer paſtime and recreation ; and 
to eſteem of *cm no better than as the vileſt filth and off- 
ſcourings, and the laughing-ſtocks of the'world. This has 
been the conſtant reception and entertainment of the Aus 
thors and Profeſſors of Truth. 

Wherefore we ought to bear it the more patiently, as 
many as have received the Goſpel of Jcfus Chriſty if in the 
ſame Cauſe we meet with the like treatment; and as our 
Fathers of -old, ſo we at this day by no demerit of our own, 
bue only that we teach and profeſs thc truth, are ſtill aſpers'd 
with reproaches, flanders, contumelies and lyes, 

Nothing is more common than. for *m every where to 
declaim againſt us, as Hereticks, Revolters from the Faith, 
and by new perſwaſions and impious tenets, Diſturbers of 
the Peace and Unity of the Church; that we have not only 
revived the ancient and long-ago condemn'd Hereſies, but 
ſet up new Sets, and broach'd wicked and outragious 
DoArines, never before heard of : That now alſo we are 
diſtraed into contrary Paions and Opinions, without any 
polſbbility of agreement. That we are impious men, who 
by Gigantick rage, wage war againſt Heaven itſelf, and live 
altogether void of all regard or worſhip of God That we 
deſpiſe all honeſty, uſe no virtuous diſcipline, no laws, no 
good manners; that we obſerve'no right, no order, no 
juſtice, no equity 5; but looſing the Reins to all wickedneſs, 
provoke and ſtir up the people to all manner of licentiouſneſs 
and luſt ; That we make it our-buſineſs to ſubvert Monarchies, 
overturn Kingdoms, and reduce all things to the raſh and 
inconſtant ſway of the Populacy , and the guidance of an 
ignorant unskilful multitude : That we are turhultuouſly 
fallen off from ' the Catholick Church, having ſhook: the 
world by an abominable Schiſo, and diſturbed the common 
tranquility , and univcrſal peace of the Church: And that 
as of old Dathan and Abram (editiouſly revolted from Moſes 
and Aaron, (o we have now from the Pope of Kome, without 
any reaſonable or juſtifiable cauſe, That we-ſlight rhe authority 
of the Pcimitive Fathers and ancieat Councils,and have _ 
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and preſuwptuouſly abrogated the eſtabliſh'd Ceremonies, 
approv'd by our Anc«ſtors for many ages, better times, and 
of greater honeſty than thoſe we now ſee; and by our 
own private authority, have brought new rites into the 
Church, not expeRting the Decree of a Sacred and Oecu- 
menical Council, And all thcſe things we are faid to have 
done, notwpon the account of Religion, but only out of a 
ſpirit of Contradiion andContention, But that they on the 
contrafy, have made no innovation at all, but have retain'd all 
things as they were deliver*d by the Apoſtles, and approv'd 
by the primitive Fathers through all ages, to this very day. 

And leaft the matter ſhould ſeem to be wholly carried on 
by calumnies, and thrown out into corners, to raiſe up 
envy and ill will againſt us, the Popes of Rome have ſub- 
orn'd cloquent and learned men to undertake the patronage 
of this deſperate cauſe, and by writing a long oration, to-. 
ſet it off to the beſt advantage 3 that being elegantly 
and copiouſly handled, ignorant and un: kilful men might 
fancy in it ſomething extraordinary : For they ſaw every 
where their Caule deline, their artifices to be diſcovered 
and leſs eſteemed, their ſtrengths daily weakened, and 
their Cauſe exceedingly to require able Advocates. 

Now of thoſe things of which they accuſe. us, part are 
manifeſtly falſe, and to acknowledged even by themſelves ; 
part though they be falſe, yet carry with them ſome ſhew 
and appearance of Truth ; ſo that in them an unwary Reader 
(eſpecially if they be accompanied with Elegant and Rheto- 
rical Harangues) may be eaſily deceiv'd and led into error; 
and part of that nature, that we are fo far from avoiding 
them-as Crimes, that as we ought, we a — and 
profeſs them as done with the beſt reaſon and- greateſt judg- 
ment, For to ſpeak the truth in a word, They revile and: 
calumniate every thing we do, though. themſelves cannot 
deny it to be rightly and orderly done; and as if it were 
impoſſible for us cither to ſpeak or do any thing that. was 
right, they maliciouſly wreſt and deprave both our ſpeeches 
and ations, If indeed they were minded to aQ fairly, they. 
would proceed with more ſiwplicity and candour. But now 
they do neither, nor oppoſe us as becomes Chriſtians, but 
 obſcurely, 
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obſeurely and craftily encounter us with Lies, abuſing the 
'blindneſs and folly of -the people, and the ignorance of Pcin- 
-ce5, tO expoſe us to their hatred, and to lupprels the Truth, 
-T his is the power of darkneſs, and of men truſting more 
to obſcurity, nd theamzzedncls of an unskillul multicude, 
than co the light and truth; and as St. Hirrom ſays, ſuch 
as openly contradi the truth with their eyes ſhut, that 
they might nyot perceive it. i 
But thanks be to the moſt great and good God, our Cauſe 
is ſuch, as though they never ſo much deſire it, they cannot 
blemiſh with any ſlander, - which may not with equal force 
be turned aga nſt the Holy Fathers, the Prophets, the A- 
poſtles, St. Peter, -St. Pal; and even Chriſt himſelf. 
Now therefore, if they. can be Rhetorical avd Eloquent 
in ſpeaking evil, it does not: become us. to be lilent, when 
we ought to Rand up in defence of the beſt Cauſe imaginable. 
For to negle& whatever. is, though fallly and ſlanderouſly 
ſpoken of themſclves or their Caule, eſpecially whea the 
Majeſty of God, and the intereſt of Religion is thereby vio-+ 
lated and endamaged , would argue us looſe and difſolute 
Men,. and fuch-as ſecurely and inpiouſly connive at the in- 
jurics and blaſphemies of the Divine Name. For though 
other,perhaps, great injuries, may be born or paſſed over_by 
a modeſt man, am a Chriftianz yet to him that could dit- 
ſemble the imputation of Herely, Kffinw uvy'd to-deby the 
honour'of that name. We will therefore now do- that 
which all Laws and Nature it ſelf commands to be donez and 
what vur Saviour. Chriſt did in a like cauſe, abus'd with 
contumelies; that is, repel their falfe accuſations, and-with 
modeſty and truth vindicate our own innocency. For Chrift 
truly, when by the Phariſees he was accus'd of Sorcery, as 
if he had made a compatt with Devils, and by their alliftance 
performed many Miracles; anſwered, [ beve net 4 Devil, 
but 1 honour my Father , and:ye do diſhonour me. And when 
St. Paul was contemacd as'a Mad-man, by the. Fro-conſul 
Feſtas, he reply'd, 1 am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus, but ſpeak, 
forth the words of Truth and Soberneſs. And the primuwe 
Chriſtians, - when they were traduc'd amorg the people as 
Murderers, Adulterers;loceſtuous, and diturbers of the Come 
P mon- 


The Church of England. 


monwealth, perceiving that thoſe {landerous- accuſations 
might bring into queſtion the repntation of their Religion, 
eſpecially if by the filence they did as it were acknowledg 


their crimes 4 and leſt rhe courſe of the: Goſpel ſhould -be- Quadrat. 
thereby obſtrufted, ceas'd not to make Apologies, write ſup» Juſtin. Helito. 
plicatory. Bapks to Emperours and Princes; whereby to Tercul. and . 


defend pubtickly both themidves and their Brethren, 

But we ſeeing for th:(e laſt twenty: years, ſo many-thou- 
ſands of our Brethren have, by enduring the moſt exquiſite 
tortures, given teſtimony to the truth.; and Princes who 
have labour'd' to refrain _the. courſe of; the Goſpel, by-all 
their endeavours have been able: to effe& nothing , add (aft! 
the world begins as it were to open its eyes to-the light, do 
think our Cauſe ſufficiently vindicated alrcady 3 andthe 'mat- 
ter being ,in a manner able to ſpeak for it (elf, that there is- 
now. no great need of. many, words. For'it the P: pes them» 
ſelves wovld or could Jeriouſly re fle& upon thewhole matter, 
and conſider with themſelves the beginning and- progreſs of 
our Religion 4. how their affairs have even of. their- own-ac- 
cord, without'any humane force, almoſt in all places decay'd ! 
and fallen to nothing: But ours, mavgre all oppoſition from - 
Emperours,. Kings, Popes, and almoſt all men, have conti- 
nually increaſed, and by little and little , . beea propagated 
in-all Nations and at length receiv'd igto: the Courts: and 
Palaces of Princes, Theſe Arguments alone, might beenough 
to perſmzde them, that God is og our: fide, deriding- and 
fruſttating all their enterpriſes ; and that *tis the'very power 
of truth, againſt which no humane force, nor the-Getes of 
Hell can ever prevail. For it is not to be ſuppogd,thatiomany 
Free-Cities, ſo many Kings, ſo many Princes, who! are 
fallen off from the See of Kome, and have joyned themſelves 
to' the Goſpel of Chriſt, are in any wiſe mad-or-befides them- 
ſelves. 

Nor ought our Czuſe ta appear the worſe , though the * 
Popes have. never yet had leiſure ſeriouſly and attentiv:ly 
to conſider it; nor though, other, cares. do ſtill impede and- 
diſtrat them; nor though they may perhaps thivk-them- 
mean and vulgar Judges, ard too much below the Pontifical 
dignity» Much lefs are we to be reputed Hereticks, (de- 

B caulc 


A Learned Vindication of 


cauſe we reſule obedience to their will and pleaſure, if (as- 
it is not improbable) they refuſe to ſ:e.what indced they, 
do ſee, and reſtt what themſclves cannot” but acknowledge 

Pius 4 to be truth. But if Pope Pi was indeed ſuch a man, (not 
a3 he is defirous fo to be call'd,) as to vouchſafe to look. 
vpon us as his Brerhren, or ev:n as men,he would have dili- 
gently enquir'd into the ſtate of th: controverſy, and duly. 
weighed what could be {4i+ for cr againſt us; and not wiuhſo 
much raſhnefs aod prejudice have condemn«d unheard, and 
without allowing place of detence;logreat a part of the world, 
ſo many Learned and Pious men, fo many. Commonwealths, 
ſo many Kings, and ſo many Princes, :s he. has done in that: . 
Bull of his, in whicthe latzly pretended to call a Council. 

But leſt being fo publickly cenfur*d, we ſhou'd ſeem by 

our ſilence to acknowledge the crime whereof we are ac- 
cus'd, and eſpecially becauſe we can by no means obtain to 
berheard in a General-Council, no man being allow'd to (1z- 
nity his opinion, or give a vote there, but who has by oath 
devoted himſelf ro the Papal power. [ For that we more than 
enough experienced in the late. Aﬀembly at Trent, where 
the Ambaſſadors and Divines of the. Princes of Germany 
and the Free-Citizs, were exc\uded from all manner of con- 
ference. Nor can we forget the D:cree of Fulius the 3d, 
ten years before publiſhed , 'by which it was ordered, that 
none of our part ſhould be heard in the Countil, unleſs he 
wov'd recant and change his opinion 7 For this cauſe chiefly 
we thought it convenient to give an account of our Faith in 
Writing, ard faithfully and publickly to rcturn an anſwer 
to thoſe things, which have beea pudlickly objeted againſt 
vs; that the world might ſze the parts and principles ot that 
D-@rice, «hich ſo many good men have preferred before 
their lives ; "and all underftand whit kind of men th-ſe are, 
and what their opinions of God and Kelipgirn, whom the 
Pope of R om-, without any *ummons to.anſwer for them- 
ſebves, witheout-1 ficient! confiieration, contrary to all exam- 
ple and all'rizht, only 'h-cauſe he heard they differed ih 
tome points 9f Religioh' from! him* and his,” his condemned 
for” Hereticks, | | 
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And though St. Hiereom will ſcarce allow a man to con- 
fine himſelf within the bounds of patience and moderation, 
when he is ſuſpeRed of Hercly ; yet we ſhall neither plead 
our cauſe with ſharpneſs or {currilous raitiog, nor (uffer 
cur ſelves to be tranſported with anger ; though indeed nv 
man ought to be accounted either ſharp or fcurrilous that 
ſpeaks the Truth. That cloquence we freely leave to our 
Adverſaries, who whatſoever, though never fo ſeverely, 
never ſo contum?liouſly ſpoke agaiinitus, think it modeſt and 
appoſite, nothing regarding whi:ther it be true or falſe; but 
we have no need of tuch Artifices to defend the Truth. 

But if we teach no other DoGrine but the Holy Goſpel 
of God, andthe ancient Biſhops and Primitive Church ace 
on our fide; if we have not Jeparted from them without 
juſt cauſe, ard are only return'd co the Apoſtles and ancient 
Catholick Fathers, doing this not clandeſtinely or craftily, 
but out of a good conſcience in the ſight of God, truly, 
ingenuouſly, clearly and peripicuouſly;, if they themſelves 
that are-averſe to our dofrine, and value themſelves upon 
the Title of Catholicks, ſhall plainly fee all thoſe pretences 
ro antiquity, in which they ſo much glory, wreſted out of 
their hands, and to have greater force in our Cauſe, than 
could have entered into their thoughts : We hope no man 
will be ſo negligent of his own Salvation, but that he will 
find a time impartially to conſider, to9-which party he ought 
rather to adhere. Certainly, unl.is a man be abſolutely 
hardned, and refolv'd not to be inform'J, he will not re- 
pent of his labour in examining our D:fence, and attentively 
weighing what, and how hitly and agreeably to the Chri- 
ſtianReligion, we can lay for our ſelyes. 

For, 5 nn they call us H-reticks, that is a crime of ſo 
hainous a nature, that unlets it be manifeſt and palpable, une» 
leſs it may in a manner be ſeen,and felt and handled, it ought 
not raſhly to be credited of any Chriſtian : For Hereſy car- 
ries in the notion of ir, a revolting from Szlvation, a re- 
jzeQting the grace of God, a departure from the Body and 
Spirit of Chriſt, . But this has been the conſtant pradtile. 
both of them and their tathers before them 3 it any-com- 
plain'd of their corruptions, and defired a Reformation of 
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Religion,. havigg branded *<m- as Innovators and Faftious, 
to cond«mn them for Hereticks, For Chriſt was not coltet] 
a Samaritan upnn any other account, but that he was thought 
to have fallen off to ſome new Religion and Hereſy, And 
Sr. Pawl the Apoltle of Chriſt, was call*d'ro appear before 
the Tritunal, to anſwer to an accuſation of Hereſy, +7 
truly, lays he, after the way that they call Fereſy,” fo worſhip 
the Gogof my, Fathers, beheving all things that are written in 


the Law and in the | rophe tr. "1 | 

0 which the Chriſtians at 
this day profeſs, was anciently ſtiled. by the Heathens, a ' 
Set and Herely : With rthele kind of: Speeches they con- 
ftantly filled rhe Ears of Princes; that'they, having conceiv'd 
2 Hatreg agaicft us ;through 'pactialinty and \prejudicty afid 
looking upen all that was fpoken by: us :as | FaAion” and 
Hereſy, might be wholly &iverted from taking any copgni- 
Zince of the Cavſc it (elf, + But by how much vo e mbre fla- 
gitious and hainous is the crime, by ſo much the ſtronger and 
clearer arguments ought it-tq be provid; eſpecially now, when 
men begin to give lc{s c5edit'to their Oracles, and to enquire 
more diligently into their Doftrine than they were wont. 
For the people of God are now otherways inftrued than 
formerly, when all the d1&ates of the Popes of Rowe were 
takcn for Goſpel, and all Religion depended. ſolely on" their 
authority. We bave now the holy Scriptures, -we have now 
the Writings of the apoſtles and Prophets, from which all 
truth and. Catholick DoRrine way be. ſufficiently proyed , 
and all Hereſy rcfuted. 

Seeing therefore they produce nothing of theſe againft us, 
it cannot but be too ſevere and unjvſt a cenſure to call us Here- 
ticks, who have not in the le:ft receded either from Chrift, 
or from the Apoſtles, or from the Prophets *Twas with 
this Sword our Saviour Chrift detended himſelf apainft the - 
allavlts and Temptations of the D: vil ; with theſe weapons 
every high thing that exalteth it ſel{ ageiaſt God, is to he 
ſubverted: and vanquiſhed. AU Scripture, lays'St. Paul, is 
given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doitrine, for 
regroof, for correttion, for inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs ; thar 
the man of God may be perfef?, throughly furniſhed anto all 
£ood 


The Chirrch of Fagland. 


Petilian, the Don-tiſt Heretick ; £2 mt, Hays he, theſe 


ri 
good works. Therefore the Godly Fathers never ſought for De Unitar. 
other arguments againſt Hereticks, but: what they found in Ec! ©: 3 
the Holy Scriptures. St. e Auſtin, when he Gitputed «gainft The like Sen- 


tence 18 like- 
wiſe to be 


words be beard betwixt us ;, I ſay, or thou fayeft Bat rather found againſt 
tet ms "ſay, Theſe things ſaithtie Lord. Let ay there ſeek the Maxixon. 
Charch, there diſcaſs our wexyers/ And- St. Hitrom tht Arrian 


fays, A!l things which not having the T. ſlimony of th: Serip. 
mrs, art > ffirera as deſcended by Tr adition f-om the Apoſtles, 
arOftruck down by the Sword of God. St. «Ambroſe ſays allo 
to Gratian the Ecaperour, Ler the Scriptures be diked, let the 

les be aiked, let the Prophets be atked, let Chriſt be aried. 
For the Catholick Fathers and Biſhops of thole times, never 
Joubtet! but our Religion might (ſufficiently be proved from 
the holy Scriptures: Nor did they ever dare to call him a 
Heretick, whoſe error they could not apparently and clearly 
confute from tholc very Scriptures. *Tis true indeed, to an- 
wer in the wotd; of St. Paul, after the way that they call 
Heveſy wi worſhip God,and the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and receive all things that are written in the Law - or in the 
Prophets, or in the Books of the Apofiles, 

Wherefore, if we be Hereticks, and they (as they de-+ 
fire to be tiles) Catholicks, why do they not what they ſee 
the Fathers and Catholicks have always done? Why do 
they not convince us out of the holy Scriptures? Why do 
th.y not cite us to be tryed by them? Why do they not 
ſhew,that we have revolted from Chriſt, from the Prophets, 
from the Apoſtles, from the Holy Fathers? Why ds thiey 
hefirate ? Why do they give back ? It is Gods Cauſe, why 

do they deny to permit it to be tryed by the Word of God ? 
" Buytiif we muſt needs be Hereticks, who gladly'refer all or 
controveri:s to thoſe facred Writings, and who appeal to 
that word which we know to be feal'd to us'by God, add 
fo which we poſtpone all hug+ne Inventions : By what name\, 
what, or what kiad of men, will you call thofe, who are 
afraid of the judgment of the Holy Scriptures, s. e; of God 


Biſhop 1.3. c. 
14. upon Hag1 


Ads 24. 14. 


himſel{ ; prferting before *cm their own idle dreams 47 


and dull inſipid Comments; and for the {zke-of their own 
Traditions, have for feveral ages violated the Inſtitutions 


of 


a. 


A Learned Vindication of 
of Chriſt and the Apoſtles? *Tis reported of the Tragical 


Poet Sophocler, that when he was grown old, being :ccuſed” 


to the-Judges by his Sons, as a man delirous and ſottiſh, 
one that profuſely ſquander'd away his eſtate, and Rood 
in need of a Guardian ; to clear himlelf from that imputa- 
tation, he came into Court, and there repeated his Oedipus 
Colonent, a Tragedy very elaborately and elegantly: com- 
pos'd by him at that very time that he was accuſed; and 
having done, he appeal'd to the Judges, whether they 
thought that Poem the work of a man in dotape. # 

In like minner we, becaule they account us mad, and tra- 
duce us as Hereticks, as if we were utterly broke off from 
Chriſt, and from the Church of God, have thought it very 
convenient and to good purpoſe, freely and openly to pro- 
fcts the Faith wherein we ſtand, and declare the hope we 
have in Chriſt Jelusz that all men may.krow what we 
think of every point of the Chriſtian Religion, and be able 
to judg whether that Faith which they will fee confirmed 
dy the Words of Chrift, the Writings of the Apoſtles, the 
teſtimonies of the Catholick Fathers, and the examples of 
ſeveral hundreds of years, Ceferves to be eſteemed no bec- 
ter than the rage of Mad-men, and a conſpiracy of He- 
reticks. 


- 


The Second Part. 


E believe therefore, That there is one certain nature - 


and divine power, which we call God, diftinguiſh'd 
into three equal Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, all of the ſame power, the ſame Majeſty, the ſame 
Eternity, the ſame Divinity, and the ſame fubſtance. And 
although the three Perſons are fo mutually diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, that neither the Father is the Son, nor the 
Son the Holy Ghoft, nor the Father ; yet that there is but 
one God, who created Heaven and Earth, and alf things 
therein contained, 


We 
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We belive that J-fus Chriſt, the only Son of the Eter- 
nal Fath-r, according to what had been decreed before the 
Foundation of the world, when the fulnefs of time came, 
was incarnate, taking upon ,him the' whole humane nature, 
- from the blcſſ:d and pure Virgin, that he might make 
known. unto men the fſecrer and hidden will of his Father, 
which had been concealed from ages and generations; and 
that he might perform the myſtery of our Redeniption in a 
humane Body, taking away our fins, and faſtening to his 
Croſs the hand-writ ng that was againſt us. 

We believe, that for our ſakcs the ſame JEſus dyed, was 
buricd,. deſcended into H-l!, the third Cay by the po wer of 
his Godhead 1eturn'd to {tie again, and roſe from the dead, 
and after forty days, in the ſight of his Dilciples aſcended 
into Heaven, that he might fulfil all things, ar.d has placed 
in M«j-Ry and glory that very body, in which he was boyn, $. Auſtin . 
in which he conv:rit with men, in which he mds mock'd, in Tra# 50. on 
which he ſuffered moſt grievous torments, and a cruel ig- S*- 7obn. 
nominious dezth ,.in which he roſe again, and in which he 
alcendgd to the right hand of the Father, ab ve all Prin 
cipality and power, and virtue, and dominion, and every name 
that is. named, not on!y in this world, but in that which i; 
to come: That he there fits, and ſhall fit until the conſum- 
mation of all things. And though the Majzſty and Divinity 9, 5. 25. 
of. Chriſt be diffu;'d over all the world; yet his Body, accor- 
ding toSt. Auſtin, muſt of nec: ffity be in one place : That $. Auſt. erat. 
Chriſt has given Honour and Majeſty to his Body, but has 30. 9n Se. John 
not taken from it the nature of a Body : Nor are we fo to 
aſſert the Divinity of Chriſt, as to deſtroy his humanity z 
but ſay, with the Martyr Yrgilius, that Chriſt has left us Againſt 
according to- his Humane nature, but as to the Divine na- Eutych. lib- 1.” 
tyre he has not left us; though he is abſent from us as to Fulgent. to 
the form ofa Servant, he is always prelent as to the form X 7749": 
of God, 23. 

From thence,,we bclieve that Chriſt ſhall return- to exe- 
cute that general judgment,as well upon thoſe whom he ſhall 
hnd remainingin the body, as on thoſe that are dead. | 

We believe, that the Holy Ghoſt, who is the third perſon 
inthe Sacred Trinity, ii,very God z not made, nor created, 
ner 
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no begotten, but by an ineſfable, and to men upknown way, 

proceeding both from the Father and the Son. That 'tis 

his peculiar property to mollify the obdurate hearts of man» 

kind, when either by the ſalutiferou: Preaching of the Goſpel, 

or any other means, he is received into their, Breaſts ; that 

he enlightens and guides them into the knowledge of God, 

and into all rruta, uatogthe renovation of their whole 

lives, and a conſtant hope of eternal Salvation. $ 

We believe, that there is one Church of God, not as of 

old among the Fews, ſhut up and inclos'd in one corner of 

Kingdom, but Catholick and Univerſal , and diffus*d over 

the face of the whole Earth; ſo that now. no Nation can 

jaſtly complain that it is excluded, and cannot. be received 

into the Church and People of God; That that Churchis 

the Kingdom, the Body, the Bride of Chriſt z of which 

Kingdom Chriſt is the only Prince, of which Body Chriſt 

is the only'Head, and of which Bride Chriſt is the only 
Bridegroom. That in the Church, there are.different- or- 

ders of Miniſtcrs, as Deacons, Presbyters, and Biſhops, to 

whom the inſtruion of the pcople , and the. whole care 

and furtherance of Rcligion is committed; that yet there 

neither is, nor can be any one man, that can preſide over 

all the affairs, and the whole fate of the Church: For 

Chrift is always preſent to his Church , nor needs he any 

man to be his Vicar, to ſucceed him in the intire adminiftrg- 

tion thereof. Nor indeed is it poſſible, that any .mortal man 

ſhould be able to comprehend in his mind, much leſs rightly 

De ſimplicita- and duly to order, dire& and govern the univerſal Church, 
te Prelat. s e. the whole world; that the Apoſtles, as St. Cyprian af- 
ſcrteth, were all endued with equal power, and the others 

were the ſame. tizzy, St. Peter was ; all were <qually com- 

manded to feed the Sheep; to go aut into the whole world, 

and to teach the Goſpel; and according to S.' Hierom, that 

To Evagr. all Biſhops, of wiat place ſoever they be, whether of Rowe 
or of Eugnbium, of Corfgywinegte, or Rvegium, are of the 

Ub privs. fagedignuy, of the fame. Prie nood, And agayn St. Cy- 
prian , that there, is but one Epilcopacy, which is held by 

parts of each in power anq juriidiQgtion 3 and according to 

the julgwent of the Nicene Council, the Biſhop of Rowe 

has 
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has no greater authority over the Church of God, than 
the other Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch ; but on 
the contrary, the Biſhop of Rome, who would now have 
all matters brought to his Tribunal, unleſs he faichfully 
diſcharges his duty, unleſs he adminiſters the Sacraments, 
initruts, admoniſhes and teaches the people has not To 
much as any right to the title of a Biſhop, or- indeed 
of a Presbyter. For to be a Biſhop, as Saint Auſtin ſays, 
is a buſineſs of labour. not of honour; (o that indeed he 


5 


is no Biſhop, that deſires preeminence only, w:thout any Tim.3.1.&c, 


deſign to advantage thoſe under his care, But that neither 
the Biſhop of Rome, nor any other mortal man, can pro- 


perly be (tiled Head of the whole Church, or Univerſal Bi- ]. 


ſhap, but he that is the Bridegroom, the Light, the Salvation, 
the Life of the Church, For thole priviledges and titles be- 
long only, to Chriſt, and pecu.iarly agree to him alone: 
Nor did ever any Biſhop of Rome, before the reign of the 
Emperor Phocas, (whom. we know to have aſcended the 
throne by the molt horrid treaſon, the murcer of his $0- 
vereign. the Emperor Mawr) viz. about the ſix hun- 
dred and thirteenth year after the.nagivity of our Saviour, 
ſuffer himſelf to be called by a name ſwoPn fo big with 


pride and arrogance. Beſides. the Council of Carthage has Chap. 27. 


.expreſly. prohibited any Biſhop to be called Chief-Prieſt, or 
higheſt tiſhop. in the Church. Bur becauſe the Biſhop of 
Ryume at this day does deſire to be fo ſtiled, and arrogates 
to himſelf a power which is none of his,, but manifeſtly 
contrary to the decrees of the ancient Councils, and Fa- 
thers, if he will believe-his own Predeceſſor Pope Gregory, 


he does but impoſe upon himſelf an arrogant, prophane, Gregor Epiſt. 
facrilegions, and Antichriſtian name ;, and is truly the king /.4.c.76.78.80. 


of Pride and Lucifer, that prefers himſelf tefore his Bre- $2: 


thren ; one tiut has renounc'd the Faith, and is the fore- 
runner of. Antichriſt. : 

That a Miniſter onght to be lawfully call'd, and rightly 
and orderly ſet over the Church of God; and that none 


ought at his own will and pleaſure to intrude himſelf. into - 


that ſacred funCtion : So that. we are the more injur'd by 
them, to Whom nothing is more common than to affirm, 
C that 
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that we obſerve no order nor decency, but do all things 
with the greateſt confuſion and diſtarbance'; that every 
vne amongſt 'usts a Prieſt, every one a Teacher, every one 
an interpreter. 

We fay alſo,that Chriſt has given to his Miniſters a power 
of binding and looſing, of opening and ſhutting; and that 
the buſineſs of looſing conſiſts in this, that the Minilter by 
preaching the Goſpel offer to dezefted and truly penitent 
minds, the merits of Chriſt and Abfolntion, and declare 
the certain remiſſion of fins, and the hope of everlaſting 
falvation ; or that, npon ſincere repentance, he reconci'e, 
bring back, and reſtore to the congregation of the faithtvl, 
thoſe that by any heinous offence, or notorious and publick 
crime, have ſcandaliz'd" the minds of their Zrethren, and as 
it were alienated themſelves from the Communion of the 
Church and the Body of Chriſt. Burt the power of bind- 
ing or ſhutting, we conceive then to be exergſed, when the 
' Miniſter ſhuts the door of the kingdom of Heaven againſt 
the incredalons andobitinate, denouncing the divine ven- 
geance and eternal puniſhments againſt *em, or excludes 
thoſe that are publickly'excommunicated from the boſom of 
the Church. And that whatſoever fentence is by the Mini- 
ſters of God given after this manner, God himſelf does fo 
approve of it , that whatever is here by them loofed or 
bound npon earth, the fame does himſelf looſe or bind and 
eſtabliſh in Heaven. bur the Keys to be uſed in this opening 
and ſhutting the Kingdom of heaven, we believe to be no- 
thing elſe, but as Saint Chryſcofom , rhe knowledge of the 
Scripture ; or as Tertulian, the interpretation of the Law; 
or as Fuſcb:us, the word of God. And that the Diſciples 
of Chriſt receiv'd this power, not that they ſhould hear the 
ſecret confeſſions, or liiten to the murthures of ' the people, 
as the little ordinary Maſs-Prieſts. do every where now a- 
days, and atrer ſuch a manner.as if they thought the whole 
power andwuſe of the Keys conſiſted in this only ; but thae 
they ſhould go and teach and publiſh the Goſpel, that they 
might be a /avowr of life unto life to thoſe that believe, and 
8 (awour of death uni» death to the incrednlous and Infidels : 
That the minds of the godly , terrify'd by the conſcience 

of 


The Church of England. 

of the ſins and errors of their former lives, after they begati 
to diſcover the Right of the Goſpel! and to believe in Chriſt, 
might, as a Door with a Key, be opened by the word of 
God ; but the impious and contumacious, who refug'd to 
believe or return into the: way , might be lefr as it were 


lock'd np and'imprifon'd ; that ag Saint Pal ſpeaks, they 2 Tim. . 13. 
might wax worſe and worſe. This we take to be the power De Peniten- 
of rhe Keys,after this manner are the conſciences of men to #:4. 

be open'dand ſhut ; that the Prieſt is indeed the Judge, but _ I. c. wlt, 


that he cannot claim-any power or authority, according to 
the opinionof St. Ambroſe: Therefore did our Saviour,that he 


might convince chem of their negligence in teaching, rebuke Luke 11. 52: 
the Scribes and Phariſees in theſe words : #o unto you Scribes Matt. 23: 13. 


and Phariſees, for you have taken away the Keys of Knowledge, 
and have ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt men. Since 
therefore the Key, by which anentrance into the Kingdom 
of Heaven is open'd unto us, is the word of the Goſpel, ' 
and interpretation of the Law, and the Scriptures, where 
there is no Word, we ſay there is no Key; and ſince one 
and rhe ſame word is given to all, and there can be bur 
one Key, the power of all Miniſters, as to what concerns 
binding and looſing, muſt be the ſame: And that rhe Pope 
himſelf, though. his flattering Paraſites never ſo off ſing in 


his ears, Tibi dabo Claves » &c. I give unto thee the Keys of Mat. 16. 19. 


the Kingdom of Heaven, as if they belonged to him only, 
and ro no-mortal man beſides, unleſs he can prevail fo far 
as to bend the conſciences of men, that they ſubmit to the 
word of God, can neither =_ nor ſhat, nor has he in- 
deed the Keys in his poſſeſſion. And though he ſhould 
teach and inſtruct the people, which I wiſh he would at 
length ſincerely do, or fo much as perſwade himſelf that 
it is indeed part of his duty and paſtoral charge, yet is his 
Key neither bigger nor better than other mens. For who 
made him to differ from others? Who taught him to 
open with greater kill, or more efteQtually to abſolve, than 
tis brethren. 


We affirm Matrimony to be ſacred and honourable in Hom-2.0nTie. 


all eſtates and conditions of Men, in Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, holy Martyrs, Miniſters of the Church and Bi: 
__ ſhops; 


% s 
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Theoph. on hops; and. according to Saint Chry/oft:-m,, that *tis Tawful 
Tit. 10 ©. 5- and honeſt for 'a man in that ſta-e of lite co aſcend the E- 
In bis Mon. on piſcopal Chair ; and as $.z»men ſays of Spir:dion, and: Na- 
_ zianzen of his own father. a pious and induſtrious Biſhops 
is ſo far from being render'd unfart for the Miniſtry by Ma- 
trimony , that-he is more enab.ied to uſcharge; his duty, 
and commonly more ſucce'sful therein. But that Law 
which by force deprives men of that liberty, and compels: . 
1 Tim 4. 1, 3. them to a ſingle te, we ſay with Sainr Paul, 18 a Dottrime 
of Devils; and that from thence (as the Biſhop of Auſparg, 
Faber, the abbot of Pawyrmirare, that Tripartite work an- 
nex*d to the ſecond Tome of the Councils, and other Cham- 
pions of the Popiſh Farty, and even the thing it ſelf, and 
all Hiſtories confeſs) have proceeded an incredible depra- 
vation of life and manners in-che Minilters of God; and 
moſt horrid impieties ; and that Pi 24 Biſhop of Rome, 
Platin. in the (aid well, that he ſaw many reaſons why Wives ſhould betaken 
life of Pius the from Prieſts, but more, and much more cogent, why they ſhould 
Second. be reſtor'd again. 

We receive and embrace all the Canonical Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teltaments; and give unfeigned thanks 
to our God that he has vouchſafed us that light, which we 
ought to have always before our eyes, leaſt by* the fraud 
of men, or ſnares of the Devil, we ſhould he ſetluiced to 
errors and fables. We affirm them to be thoſe heavenly 
voices; by which God has made known his will ro us ; 
that in them only. the minds of men- may acquieſce; in 
them are fully and abundantly contained all things nece(- 
ſary to our falvation.; as we are taught by Orizen, Saint 
Chryſoſtom, Saint. Auſtin, and Cyril; that they are the vertue 

Rom. 1.16, and power of God unto Salvation; that. they are the founda- 
tions of the Prepiets and Apoſtles, upon which the. Church 
of God is built; that they are the moſt infalltvle rule- by 
which the vacillations and errors of the Charchg when they 
happen» may be corrected, and all Eccleſiaſtical Dottrine 
ought to be examined and tryed ; that no law» tradition, 
nor cuſtom ought to prevail againſt them, no nor if-Saint 

Gal. 1.8, Pau! himſelf, or an Angel from Heaven ſhould come and teach 
any other dottrine. 

ve 


? * 


The Church of Englard. 


We receive the Sacraments of the Church; £2 thoſe 
' cred figns and Cereinonies which Chriſt has commanded 
vs to uſe, that by -hem the myſteries -of our 'falvation 
ſhould be ſet before onr eyes, our faith in his blood more 
ſtrongly confirm'd, and hs grace ſealed in our tearts. And 
theie, with Tertull:an, Or pen, Saint Ambreſe, Saint Auſtin, 
Saint Hs.g-m, Saint Chryſe/f-m, Saint Baſil, Dionyſins, and 
other Catholick Fathers, we call Figures, Signs, Symbel;, 
Thves, Antitypes, Forms, Scals, Signets, Simmilitudes, Patterns, 
Images, Remembrances and Memorials. Nor do we fear to 
aſſert with the ſame Fatiers, that they are Viſible words, 
Seals of Righteouſneſs, and [ymbols of Grace; and we ex- 
preſly declare, that ro-the Faithful m the Lords Supper is 
truly exhibited the Body and Blood of the Lord, the fleſh of 
the Son of God enlivening our ſouls, the meat deſcending from 
above , the tutrimemt of Immortality, Grace, Trath and life ; 
and that that Supper is the Communion of the Body and 
Blond of Chrilt; by. partaking of which, we are reviv'd,” 
ftrengthen'd and fed ro immortality, 'and by wbich we are 
yoin'd and unired to, and incorporated in Chriſt, that we 
might remain in him, and he in us. 

But we acknowledge only two Sacraments, which can 
be properly call'd by that name, Baptiſm and the Eucha- 
riſt. Becauſe we (ee chem only deliver'd down and conle- 
crated by Chriſt, and approv'd: by the ancient Fathers, 
Saint Ambroſe, and Saint Auſtin. 

And that 5aptiſmris a Sacrament of the-Remiſfion of fin, 
and thatabſolution or waſhing which we have in the blood 
of: Chriſt ; and that none char defires to profeſs the name 
of _Chrilt, nor even the: knfants of Chriſtians, being born 
in ſin, and ,appertaining- to: the peop'e of God, are to be 
reſtrained and kept back trom it. 

That the Euchariſt is a Sacrament, 5. e. a viſible fign of 
the Body and bLod of Ctiriſt; by which the Death and 
ReſurreCtion of Chriſt, and whatſoever he perform'd in the 
humane - Body. is lively repreſented to our eyes; that we 
may give thanks for his death and our dehverance, and . 
by frequent par .cipation of the Sacraments, continually 
renew the: remembrance theieof; that we may. be _ 
riſh'd 


that our ſouls are truly refreſh'd by' t 
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riſh'd by the true Body and Blood of Chriſt, unto-the hope 
of th= refurreftion and eternal life, and: be fully afſur'd 
Body and Flood 
of Chriſt, as our Bodies by the Bread and: Wine. To this 
banquet we ſay, the people ought to be invited, that all 
might communicate together, and publickly declare and 
teſtify thetr mutual ſaciety,and the hope they havein Jeſus 


$8. Chryſo/t ſer. Chriſt. Therefore if thefe had been any that defired ro be 
3.0n the Epheſ. a ſpeftator only, and abſtain'd from the ſacred Commu- 


De c nſec. 


Diſt 1.c.omnes, 


DiſtriA. 2. c. 


ſeculares. 
Diſt. 2. c. 
peratts. 


nion, the ancient Fathers, and the Biſhops of Rome, in the 
Primitive Church, before the riſe of Private Maſs, would 
have excommunicated him, as'an impicus man and a 
Heathen ; nor was there any Chriftian in thoſe days, that 
received the Sacrament alone, the reſt only looking on, 
So Calixrus decreed of old, that the Conſecration being 
ended, all ſhould Communicate, upon penalty of being 
excluded out of the Church. For ſo he ſays, the Apoſtles 
inſtituted ; fo the holy Church of Rome held. And when 
the people do come to the holy Communion, we ſay both 
parts of the:Eucharift ought to be given to them; becauſe 
that Chriſt ſo commanded it, the Apoſtles-ſo inſtituted, 
and all the ancient Fathers, and Catholick Biſhops follow'd 


Dif. 1. c.Com- their example; and if any man does otherwile, if any man 


perimus. 


defrauds them of either part, he according to. Gelaſins, is 
guilry of Sacriledge : And that therefore our preſent ad 
verſaries, who having exploded and abrogated the Com- 
munion, without any authority of the word of God, of an 
ancient Council, of any Catholick Father, of the example 
of the primitive Church, and without reaſon, defend pri> 
wvate Maſſes and the mangling or mutilation of the Sacra» 
ments, and that not only comrary ro the expreſs command 
of Chriſt, but all ant.quity, do wickedly, and- are guilty 
of facriledge therein.” 

Wwe affirm, that the Bread and Wine are the Sacred and 
Celeſtial Myſteries of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; and 
thar by them Chriſt himſelf, the true Bread of eternal 
life is repreſented to us in ſuch a manner, that we dv in- 
deed receive by faith his Body -and Blood; but we ſay not 
this, as if we thonght the-nature-'of Bread” and "ne 
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be totaly chang'd and annihilated; as forme in theſe later 
ages have dreamt, who could never yet. well agree among 
iviniShves concerning thoſe their own. dreams. Nor did 
Chriſt ever intend, that a piece of Bread or a Wafer (hoald 
deveſt it ſelf of irs own nature, and pur on a-certain new 
Divinity, bur chat we rather ſhauld be changed, and as 
The:phila& ſpeaks, by a kind of tran/mutation *of the Ele- On Jobn 6. 
ments faſhioned into his body. For what can be more clear 
than what St Ambroſe ſays, the Bread and Wine remain what De ſacram. 1. 
they were b:fore, and yet are chang'd into another thing : Or 4 c. 4 
what Galaſius , the ſabſtance of the Bread, or the wazure of Dialog. 1. and 
the wine does not ceaſe to be . Or what, Theodorer, after Con: Re 
ſecration, the e Myſtical Symbols caſt not off their own proper —_ 
nature, for they remain in their fmt ſubſtance, figure and De conſecr. 
bmd: Or what Saint Auſtin, what you ſee, uw the Bread and Diſt 2. Cap. 
the Cup, which even our eyes teſtify ; but that in which. your | ak | 
faith needs inſtrudtion is. this, the Bread" is the Bad) of Chriſt, On Mat. '% 
and the Cup his Blood Or what Origen, That Bread which is -{ 
JanFifgee ” the. word of God, "as to. the matter thereof, poes 
into the Belly, and is caft out into the Draught : Or what Chrift 
ſaid, not only. after the conſecration of the Cup, burtafter 
the Communion, I will nt any more, drink of the Fruit of Lukg 22. 13. 
the Vine. Fortis certain the fruit of the Vine is Wine, not 
Blood : 'Nor dy we by thus ſpeaking, extenuate the Lords 
Supper, . nar reach that *tis only a eo empty ceremony, in 
which nothing is reMy perform'd, as ſome flanderouſly re- 
ort of , us. . For we aſſert, that Chriſt does truly preſenc 
imſelf to us in his Sacraments ; in Bapri/m, that we may 
"Pue him'on; in his Supper, that we may by Faich and inthe 
ric feed on him, and through hi. Croſs and Mood may 
have ecernal life'; and this we ſay Is, rot flightly and cold- 
|, Fe effeQually and truly. perform'd. For though we 
© nat bruile the body of Chriſt with onr teeth, or ſwallow 
it d$>wn our throats; yet by faith, underſtanding and ſpirit, 
we both hold and preſs hum. Nor isthar faith which em- 
bracech' Chriſt ; a vain Faich , not. that. perceiy'd coldly, 
which by he drederiia rea faich and ſpirit js. perceiv'd. 
"Form 'tho!e myſteries, Chrilt is ſo wholly offered and 
'dehvered to us, that we are infallibly aſſured,-that we are 
, now 
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now Fleſh of bis fleſh, and bene of his bone; that; he dwells i in 


#;, and we in bim. 

Therefore incelebrating thoſe my ſteries, before we Pro» 
cced to the Holy Communion, the people are rightly ad- 
monifhed to lift up their hearts, and raiſe their minds to 
Heaven z to intimate that that is the place of his abode by 

De Conſ. Diſt. Whom we mult” be fatisfhed and live. And Cyril ſays, un 
1 c, quando receiving thoſe ſacred_ Mylteries all profs' and- carnal 
_ thoughts are to be excluded. . And the Nicene Council, as 
- *ris quoted by ſome in Greek, expreſly forbids to be ſordidly 
affefted rowardsthe Eread and Wine that is ſet before us. 
: And as S, Chry:cftem aptly writes, we ſay, the Bedy of Chrif 
"tas a dead budy, and we ovgbt to be az Eagles , that we may 
underſtand we. ought to. ſoar on high, it we deſire to 
reach to the Body of Chriſt. For 1his is @ Table for Ea- 
De Cena Do- ples, not Dives. And. as. St. Cyprian , This Bread is the 
mini. -\ , Food of the Underſtanding, nit of the Belly. And St, Auſtin, 
Nor: on H wi, foyd he, ſÞ.-1! T lay. bold on | bim that 1s abſent? How 
Se. ſhall my band ed ts Heaven, that | may reach him who 
ſits there * f Extend | by Faith "thuhber,. and thou art peſts of 
'bim. 
'- But we cannot by any means tolerate in onr 
Churches: thole publick Fairs and Sales of Maſſes, nor 
Fre Circamceſſations agd Adorations of the Pread, and 
thoſe other Idolatrons 4nd Blaſphemops Foolerjes, which 
no man &an make appear were eves deliver'd by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. , And we, juſtly reprebend the Eiſhops 
of Rime, who Without the word of God, witheur the 
Authority of zhe Holy Fathers, without any example, aF- 
er a manner aitogether new . not. only propoſe to the 
The Book of + 'people the” oem ol Bread. to. be Ador'd With. 
a rny—as— vine worthip.; bpt (as. of old the Perſion Fire, or the $a- 
of the Chureb 6 offered to 1/71) caule it to be; me along with 
of Re. them npon a Horſe of State ,, whit FEAT Go. 
are _pleaſed-to fake a apt aſe egy the Sacramen 
'of Chriſt Nob 6 fg Pomp, and » that WA 
"rolght be etl IN ro ables. and g 
ſhes, 1 if "ut ohh on Jays {7 
venly aft 96 Fl 4, ang, the Mt hs F 


V0 


indeed no other than a fooliſh and old-wives Fable. S. Auſtin petiy. 1. ay- 


there is, and ſaies, that men are therein deceived , and led 


po8'd to ſale in every corner, the Temples of have been 
turn'd into a,kind of ſhops or work houſes, and miſerable 


Have been deliver'd down by the Apoſtles , bur alſo thoſe 
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Redemption with the greateſt ſavRiry, and reverence tranſ- | 
aRed, Bur what they ſay , and ſomerimes perſmade incon- : 
fiderace men to believe, that. they can by their Maſſes diftri- 
ute and apply ro men (frequently not ſo much as thinking of 
it, or underſtanding whart is done) all the merits of Chrilts 

death, is ridiculous, heatheniſb,: and fooliſh, For 'cis our 
Faith, not che ation of a Maſs..Prieſt, that applicsco us the ,,, 

Death and Croſs of Chriſt. Faith of the Sacraments, (aies guy z, * 
S. Auſtin, juſtifies, . and not the Sacrament; And Origen, He 

1 the Prieſt, the Propit;ation, and the Sacrifice, which Fropitia- 
tion i conveyed to all men bythe belp f Faith. And upen this s, 4uſtiz on 
account we ſay the. Sacraments prefic nor the livipg without Z/. 85. Ench. 

Faith , much leſs the dead. | For a$:to what they boaſt of ©: 6-7 Pe 


Purgarocy,tho we know *tis novery novel invention, yer is it CO 


indeed ſometimes affirms there is ſuch a place, ſometimes he pogroſticon 5. 
does pot deny but there may be, ſometimes he doubts whe- 
ther. there be or, not, and ſometimes peremptorily denyes 


into errout by a.certain humane kindneſs and good will to o- 
thers. Yet from chis fingle errour is ſprung up ſo vaſt a har- 
veſt of thoſe Maſs-Priefts, that, Maſs beingpublickly ex- 


mortals .perſwaded to believe that .nothing was more fic 
to be bought by them ; certainly noching broughtin greater 
profit co the Prieſts. 

We know S, Auſtin complain'd much in hiscime of the 
mulrcicude of uſeleſs Ceremonies, Therefore we have cut off 
a great many of them,becauſe we knew they not only afflited 
che Conſciences of Men , byt were a burden to the Church 
of God, 

Bur we retain and obſerve , not only thoſe we know to 


which we ſav might be retain'd withour any prejudice to the 

Church : becauſe, according ro S. Pauls precepr, we defire 

chat all things in our Holy Afſemblies may be done decently and * ©0714. 4% 

in order, tall choſe. which we. ſaw to be either very ſu- 

perſtitious, or cold and LS or obſcene, or ridicu- 
lous 


I C87. 14. 


Jer.z. 18, 11, 
I 2+ 


Ber4ard. 
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lous or rep! ro the holy Scriptutes, or indecent and un- 
becoming oe men, as nk are infinite at this day in vogue 
among the Papifis, we have univerſally rejefed without 
any exception: becauſe we would nor have the Worthip of 
God any longer pollured wirh ſuch follics. 

We pray as we ought, in that Tongue which every one 
amongſt us underſtands, that the people as St. Pawladmo- 
niſhes, might receive from our Common prayers a common 
advantage; as the holy Farhers , and Carholick Biſhops, 
not enly under the Old Teſtament, bur the New, did both 
pray themſelyes, and inftrufed others 'to dothe like, leaſt 
as St. Awuſtine ſays, like Parrots and Black-birds , we ſhould 
ſeem to talk what we do not underſtand. 

Neither have we any other CMediator and Jutercefoor , 
by whom we may have acceſs to God the Farther, bur Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoſe name alone we obtain all things of the Fa- 
ther. But *cis abominable and heatheniſh' that we ſee eve 
where done in their Churches, not only' that, withour any 
authority of the Word of God, they have almoſt an infinite 
number of Interceſſors {ſo that as the Prophet Feremy ſpeaks, 
the number of their G ods_equals or rather exceeds the number 
of their Cities ; and the miſerable men know not ro which to 
turn themſelves ar) and yer, tho they be ſo-many that they 
can ſcarce be numbred , chey preſcribe to each his proper 
office and employment, what they ought co ask, wha to give, 
what to effe&; bur alſo that they ſo addreſs chemſelves to 
the Virgin Mother ; with che greateſt impudence, as well 
as Impiety , defiring her to remember ſhe is « Mother, to 
commaud her Son, to make uſe of her Authority over hins. 

We ſay, that amanis born, and leads his life in fin, that 
no man is able truly to averr that his heart is clean; that the 
molt righreous perſon in the world is but an wnprofiteble Ser- 
vant : that the Law of God is perfet , requiring of us 2 
perfeKt and intire obedience, ſo that we cannot by any means 
abſolucely fulfill ic in rhis life , nor is there any man'hve- 
ing that can by his owh'firength be juftify'd in the fight of 
God ; therefore our only Atom and refuge is the Mercy - - 
of our Father rhrough Jeſus Chriſt, chat ve may be ſuffict- 
*nt]y afſur'd in our minds that he is the Proprization for onr 


k by ” 
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Sins ; that all onr Pollutions are waſhed away by bis blood: 
that be harrevomciled all things by the blood w4 bis (oſs: that 
he has perfetied all things by that one ſacrifice which he offer"d on 
the Crofs, and therefore when he yielded 'up the Ghoſt, he 74h. 19. 30, 
ſad, /t ;s fiwſhed : as if he would fignify, thac. the price was 
chen paid for che fn of mankind. 

If there be any chat think this ſacrifice not ſufficienc, they 
may go and*find out another more effe&Kual, We truly be- 
cauſe we know this to be the only one,ate contented with one, 
nor do we expeR any other : and becauſe ir 3s to be but once 
offer'd, we do nor command it to be repeated ; and becauſe 
it was full and perfeR in all reſpe&s, we do not inſtituce a 
continual ſucceiſion of Sacrifices. 

tho we ſay we have -no truſt of ſecurity in our own 
works, bur lay che whole weight of our ſalyation on Ctrift 
alone, yer we do not therefore ſay that we may live diſſo- 
lucely and loofly, as if ic were enough, and nothing elſe re. 
- aac of a Chriſtian , bur robelieve and be bapris'd, A 
he Fey is a lively faith, nor can it. be deſiiture of good 
wor 

Thus therefore we infirua.the people, that God has call'd 
us not.to luxury and coverouſneſs, bur, as S. Paul ſaies, ro 99%) 3 19 
go works, that mags ka we ; vx &f od bas pon 
us from the power s, we might ſerve the livi 
God, that we might cur off all the ror dere of fin, and wor 
out our own ſalvation with fear and trembling, that the ſpitic 
of ſanQification may appear to be in our members, and Chriſt 
himſelf co dwell in our hearts by Faith. 

Laſtly we believe, that this very Fleſh of ours, inwhich 
we live, tho when dead it be turned into duſt, yet ſhall be 
reſtored.ro Life again, by the Spiric of Chriſt taat dwells in 
us., And then, whatever we ſutfer here the mean while for 
his Cake , - Chriſt will dry all tears from our Eyes : and we 
through him (ball enjoy everlaſting Life, and be always with 
him in Glory, dmen, | 


PART 
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PART the Third. 


tp are the horrible Hereſyes for which a great part 
of the world Rands at his day condemn'd by che Pope. 
He ſhould rather have latd his Aion againſt Chrift, __ 

the Apoitles, againſt the Holy Fathers ; for theſe things 

did not only proceed from , bur were inſticuted by, them ; 

unleſs they had rather ſay ( which truly perhaps they will 

ſay ) thac Chriſt did not inſtitute the holy Communion , to 

the intent it ſhould be diſtributed among iithe Frhful ; 

or that the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and antient Fathers 'faid Prys+ 

vate Maſſes, ſometimes Ten, and ſometimes Twenty on a 

day, in all corners of the Churches ; or that Chriſt ana bis 
Apoftles denied rhe Laity the Sacrament of bu bleod : or. 

that what they now do in all places (and ſous to condemn 
him for an Hereritk chat does otherwiſe) is not. called Sa» 
criledge by their own Pope Gelaſins-, or that thoſe are 4 

not the Words of St Ambroſe, St. Auſtine, Gelaſima, Thee» 

doret , S. (hryſoftom; Origen, the Bread and Wine in the Sa- 
Craments remain the vtry ſame they were before :. that which 
1s ſeen upon the holy Table is Bread : neither the Subſtanet of 

the Bread nor the nature of the Wine ceaſes to be ; the Sub- 

ſtayce and nature of the Bread is not changed ; that wery 

bread as to what Concerns the matter theresf,, goes into the belly , 

OF 15caſt out into the draught ; or that Chrilt,the Apoltles and 

holy Faghers aid not-pray in ſuch a Tongue as might be un. 

derſtood by the People ; or that Chriſt did nor complear 

the Work of our Redemption by that one oblation he once 

offer'd. ; or that thar one Sacrifice was imperfeR,ind we bave 

no;v need of an other,” All theſe things muſt they ſay, unleſs 

they Will ſay that all Law and Right is lock't up withia thi Re- 
Diſt. 36. Le- poſitory of the Popes Breaſſz,nd as once one of his Aarrering fol-. 
for in Gloſs. lowers and Parafites did not doubt to affirm that 'be 34 able to 
_ -$1.Preſ= diſpenſe with things contrary to an Apoſtle, to « Council, and to 
"OO the Apoſtolich Canons ; and that thoſe Examples, Inſtitutions- 

and Laws of Chriſt, induce no obligation upon him, 

 VY* have learnt thoſe things of Chriſt, the  —_* 
y- 
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holy Fathers, in which we- fincerely reach and infiru& the 

:ople : and for that very cauſe-are at this Jay call'd Heres 
ticks by bim, who pretends to be the Chief Patron and Pre- 
late of Religion. k 

Olmmortal God ! Did therefs:e Chriſt bimfelf, did the 
Apofiles, did ſo many Fathers together 'err? Was Origen 
then, were St. Ambroſe, "Auitin, Chryſoftom, were. G elafar, 
and Theodorer Apoliates from the Carholick Faith ? Was chen 
ſo great-a Concord of fo many Biſhops, ſo many learned men 
nothing elſe bur a Conſpiracy of Hereticks F Or muſt thar 
which 1s ſo commendable in them, be condemn'd in us ? And 
that which itn them was Catholick,. is char now, by a ſudden 
change not in the things, bur the'affeRions of men, become 
Schiſmatical ? Or ſhall tharzwhich'was antiencly crue,be im- 
mediately efteem'd falſe,becauſe it is diſpleafing ro rhem?Ler 
them therefore produce ſome cther Goſpel;orſhew cauſe,why 
thoſe things, which have been ſo long publickly-obſerv'd and 
apptrov'd by the Church of God, - ought now ar length tobe 
revok'd and abrogared, We truly know that: the word of 
God; reveal'd by Chriſt, and propogared by the Apoſtles, 
'is ſufficient for our Salvation, ſor-rhe defence of all: cruth, 
and the redargution and conviRion of all Hereſy. ' By that 
alone we- refute and condemn all kinds of the antient Here- 
ticks; Which they accuſe us to have recall'd from Hell. And 
pronounce the Arrians, E utychians, Marciomres, Ebronites, 
Valentinians, (arpocratians,Tatians, Novatains, and in a word 
all choſe that have enrertain'd impious opinions, either of 
God the Father, or of Chriſt, or of- the Holy Ghoſt, - or: of 
any part of the Chriſtian Religion, in as much. as they:may. 


be refuted: and convinc'd by the Goſpel of Chrift,: impioas 


and damn'd ; and deteſt 'em ever to the very Gates of Hell; 
nor that only, bur, if they chance any where to break ourand 
ſhew' themſelves again, we ſeverely and ſeriouſly proſecute 
them with lawfol and civil puniſhments, 

- We confeſs indeed that cettain new and before-unheard-of 
SeQs, ay Anabaptiſts, Libertines, Mennonans, arid Zntnkfeldi- 
an; \iniediarety Rarced up ar tbe firſt THſ@ of the Goſpel. 


Bit; Gdd' be thinked, che *world ſees plainty-enough; char * 


we nettket brought forth; nor caught, nor foller'd thoſe Mon» - 
ſters, 


Aktarned Vindication of 
ets. Let any Ahh read our Books, which are publickly 
expos'd to Sale inalf places. What has any of our fide writ- 
ren, that openly fay#Furs the rage and madneſs of thoſe men ? 
Nay, on the contrary there is no Country at this day ſo free 
from choſe. plagues, as thoſe in which the Goſpel is freely 
and publickly :caughe. Bur if they would ſeriouſly refle& 
on, and actentively 'conkider, this matter, it. would 
to be a great argument on our fide, that it isindeed the truth 
of the Goſpel which we teach. For Cockle does not uſually 
grow Where there is no Corn, nor is Chaff found without 
ſome Grain, Who does not know, what a multitude of 
Hereſes: ſprung up [> wes immediately after the times 
of the very Apofiles, when the Goſpel was firſt promulg'd ? 
Who ever heard before of Szwou, HMenander, Saturmuw, 
Baſilides, Carpocrates, Cerimbus, Ebron, Valentiuns, Seexndas, 
Matcoſins, Colorbaſins, Heracleop, Lucian, or Severxs :. And 
why (hould.I mention theſe? Epipbanrins reckons Eighty, 
St. Auſtin: more, diftin& , Herefies, that grew up together 
with che Goſpel. Whar then? /Was the Goſpel therefote 
not the- Goſpel, becauſe choſe Herefies ſprung vp rogether 
_ ? = was Cs Ce —_ 2 not the ay 
or yer.does that Crop, as we ſaid ſpring up among ns, 
who publickly and freely reach the Goſpel ; bur thoſe 
uſually. ariſe among our adverſaries, . 1n bliadneſs and dark- 
neſs, and encreaſe and gather icength, where truth is { 
_ by tyranny and cruelty, nor is permicced to be == | 
in corners, and private occult Afſemblies, Let them 
once 1ry the Experiment, grant a free courſe to the Goſpel, 
char rhe light.of Jeſus Chriſt may ſhine in che world, and 
extend its rays over/all Nations, and they (ball, immediate- 
ly ſee thoſe ſhadows wholly vaniſh | at the brightneſs of 
the Goſpel, as the darkneſs of the night is diſhpated by 
the rifing Sun. For cheſe Herehes, which they falſly ac» 
cufe us to abert and maintain, we day}y, repreſs, and refuce 3 
whilk they enjoy their leiſure, - or buſy themſelves 1n more 
., As to what they fay of us, that we; are divided into va- 
rious Secs, ſome deſiring to. be -call'd- Lutheraav, ochers 
Zainglians; atd that there is as yet no agreemeng among 
TIES 


H 


ue, even in-the chief poincs of Do&rige+ we might in re» 
ply am; 'whas .would they -have.ſaid, if ghey bad liv'danthbe 
rimes of the ApoRles' and boly Farher$- when one/faid, / 
am of Pant; another, 1 am of Cephas ; andathird, / aw of 
Apollos ; when St. Pau! teprov'd St. Peter ;' when Barnabas 
in angty and comention departed from Pani; when, as Origen 
relaces, the Chriſtians were divided into ſo many faions, 
thar, excepr'-the common name of Chriſtians, rhey retain'd 


nothing 'agrecable to thar' Profeſſion 3 and, as' Socrates in-- 
forms us, they became the publick ſport and laughing ſock: 
of op ar in the' Theaters; by reaſon! of their different 
Sedts and 


'Difſenfions 3; and when there were ſo many firifes 
and fo. great animofities in rhe Church; .that, as the Em- 


peror- Conffantine affirms, 'thar - Calamixy way-greater: than - 
any they-had defore labour'd winder y when Theophilur,: Epi> 


phanins; Chryſoſtome, Auſtin, Rafſinus; Aicrom,alt Chrifiians, 
all Fathers; alt Carbolicks, firove againſt each other with moſt 
bitter and implacable contentions ; when,as Naziarzen tells 
vs, the Members of the ſame'body were conſumed one. of 
another'; when the £4 was turn'd from the Weſt by thoſe, 
no very material; diſpures about leaven'd Eread, and the 
celebrating of Eaſter ; and when in all Councels new Cyteds, 
and new *Decrees, were continually fram'd> Whar would 
rhey 'then have ſaid ? to whom would they have —_ ad- 


joyn'd themſelves > Whom would- rhey | have' avoided ? 


Whar: Goſpel would they have believ'd > 'Whom would 
they have 'repured Herericks, whom Catholicks > When 
tWo' poor names only Luther and Zuinglins, cauſe ſuch diftur- 
bances in their minds > As if we were bound to believe 
that, 'becauſe thoſe two men are nor- perfeRly agreed in one 
certain point, therefore they have both erred 3 neicher' have 
retain'd 'the Goſpel, neither of them ſincerely and honefily 
raught the truth. | 
0 Gracious God!who at length are thoſe that reprove 
us for our- difſenſions ? Are they all at ſo perfe& an agree» 
ment among themſelves? Does every one of them kno'v for 
cert11n What he ought to follow ? Are thete no diffenkoos,. 
no (irifes among them? Why then do nox' the Scofffsand 
T homiſts'berter agree together about Merit of Congrany, | and 
erit 


wh 


30 A Learned Vindication of 
Merit of Worth ; or about original Sin in che Bleſſed Virgin ; 
or about-the ſolemn, and e, Vow? Why Soake-Ce: 
niſts afficm .Awricular ( » to be of humane only and 
pohtive , right, the Schoolmen on rhe. contrary, of divine 
right > Why "does | Albertns Pighins differ from Cajetas, 
Thomas from Lomwhard, Scotns from Thomas, . Ocham from 
Scotus, Allienſis from Ocham, the Nominals from the Reals ? 
And not 10 mention. che: diverhcties among the Fryers and 

Gard, in ſoph. Monks, (whereof ſome plage- halineſs in earing Fiſh, ochers 
m—_ _ in Herbs; ſome. in; Shogs, others in Slippersz ſome in a 
Berengar.ſche, ioneN garment, others in a Woollen one,.., Some again are 
Gloſg. Gui. White, others black z:ſome broad-ſhaven, others narrow; 
mund, De ſome were Cloges,. others bare-foor3. ſome girr, others 
Conſe. Dit. ungirt.) 'T bey-ought ax. [leaſt 0 have remembred,.char-ome 
2-Ego Bere%8- of their own-lay Ghriſt's: body is nacurally.im the Lords Sup» 
per, others again: of; their own "deny ir: that ſome affirm 
the body of Chriſt in the holy, Communion: co be chew'd iand 
broken by the Teeth, others again.deny it. y ſome wrice that 
the. boly of Chriſt in che Euchariſt has quancity, others deny 
ic ; ſome ſay chat Chriſt: conſecrated the (Euchariſt by- a 
certain divine! pover,- ſome by his benedi&ion;; fome by 
ſpeaking the five words, and (ome by repeating them z; ſome 
again will have the demonltrative Pronoun | Hoc this] to 
denore the very Whearen-bread,. bur others make it -rather 
Exrdiner. (gnifyan uncertain indefinice thing ; ſome there are char ſay, 
chat Dogs or Mice may craly and indeed earthe body of 
De conſ, Chriſt, others earneltly deny.-it ; ſome afſerc char} the bare 
Dift. 2. Speci- accidents of Bread and Wine have a power of nouriſhing, 
e'. Gloſs others that their ſubliance returuy again. Why ſhould I men- 
tion any more.? *Twould be too, redious, and take up too 
much- rime to recount all- cheir differences, $0 alcogether 
dubious'and uncertairr is che. whole frame borh of -rh&c Re- 
ligion and Do&rine, even among themſelves to. whom it 
o-ves both its original and. progreſs. For there is ſcarce any 
other concord and agreement ; among 'em, but ſuch as there 
was between the Phariſees and Sadduces, or between Hered 
and Pilate, againt Chrift. - . od 200 0 
- They: would do well cherefore in the firſt place to agree 
and make peace at. home. Unicy and ronennhaplacaet 
| —_— 


Thomas. 
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eſpecially agree to religion : yer is it nor a certain and proper 
. "note of the Church -/ God. For there was the ——_ 
Concord that could be among thoſe rhat worſhip'r the Golden 
Calf'; and thoſe that with united clamours cry'd our againſt 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Crucify him, {racify him. Nor 
does it follow; becauſe the Corinthians were vex'd with vatie 
ous diflenſions, or becauſe St, Paul differ'd from St. Peter, 
Or St. Barnabas from Sc. Pax, or becauſe the Chrifiians upon 
the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel did frequently diſagree 
in ſome poinc or other : that therefore there was no Church 
'ivf God among em. And thoſe truly, whom out of reprozch 
they ſtyle Zuinglians and Lutherans, (cho they are indeed 
borh Chrittians, and Friends rogerher, and Brerhren,) differ 
nor/about any Fundamental Principle of ourReligion, rouch- 
ing the Nature of God, : of Chriſt, or of the Holy Ghoſt ;' or 
the means of Juſtification; or Erernal life ; bur only abour 
one queſtion, and that of no verygreat moment> Nor do 
we deſpair, of rather we do not at all-doubr, but that there 
will be a ſpeedy accord ber-veer} *emevenin this;and if there 
be any of chem -that have embrac'd other opinions rhan they 
hr, that, having laid afide all paſſion and parriality, (od 
will reveal eventhisto*em ; that ſo having berter conſider'd 
and examin'd the matter, all the Fibers and Roots of difſen- 
fion,as was of old in the Councel of Cta'cedon, may be wholly 
extirpated, and bury'd in an Eterni Oblivion, . Amen, 
_ Buttheworſt of their flinders is, that thzy repreſent us as 
1mpious men, that have caſt off all care or regard of Religion-: 
tho indeed ic ought. not much to move us, becauſe our very 
accuſers themſelves know it to bz falſe and contumelious. 
For in like manner Juſtin Martyr relates, that, when the 
Goſpel began firit ro be -promulg'd, and the name of Chrift 


preach'd to the world, all Chriſtians were call'd Atherfts. Eaſeb. L. 4. 
And when Polycarp ood before the Tribunal, the (people c. 15. 


endeavour'd to incice the Pro-conſul- to an utter deftrution 
and exrirpation of all, that profeſs'd rhe Goſpel ; crying out 
Jips Tis a Nee 1.6, Take away thoſe impious and Arheiltical 
men from among as. - Nor'thar-che Chriſtians had indeed 
no God, bur becauſe rhey refus'd to-3dore Srocks and Srones, 


which were then commonly worſhip't as Gods, So the 
E world 
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world plainly ſeeswhat we and qurs have ſuffer'd/from them 
for the fake of -our Religion and.,our-only God, . They have 
caſt us into Priſons, intothe Waters, and into Eires ;-and 
have wallow'd: in our blood; not becauſe we were cither 
Adulterers, or Thieves, or Murderers : but only. becauſe 
we acknowledg*d the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and hoped- in 
the living God, and did but roo julily and. too truly (as God 
knows) complain that they. violated ahe Law of, God: for 
the ſake of the moſt vain and inept Traditions-; and that our 
adverſaries, who knowingly and willingly did ſo of ſtinately 
contemn the commands of God, were indeed. oppoſery of 
the Goſpel and Enemies'of the Croſs of, Chrift,. -' 1 +; 
Burt they find irryg our DoRrine could nor juſtly /be blamed, 
choſe to inveigh- againit oux manners 4- pretending, that-we 
ſubverred all tight and honeſty, open'd the-doors.tpall licen- 
tiouſneſs, and diverted the people from the Rudy of virtue. 
And *cis moſt certain, that ſuch have been-alwaies the lives 
of all, even /pious men, and good C hriſftians, that ſome,per- 
feAien has been ſtill wanting in the beſt and pureſt converla- 
tions; and ſuch is the propenfion of all ro evil, and ſo;prone 
are men to ſuſpe@ others, that they will- readily give ear+-to 
and believe what was never either done or intended, - And 
as in the whiteſt garment a ſmall ſpot is eafily obſervid , ſo 
is the leaſt Rain of diſhoneſty moſt conſpicuous in the pureſt 
converſation, Nor do we think our ſelves, or all choſe, that 
at this day have receiv'd the doctrine of the Goſpel, to.have 
commenc'd Angels, or to live altogether without ſpot or 
wrinkle ; nor them” ſo blind, as not through the narroweſt 
chink ro obſerve every thing we do amiſs ; nor ſo candid as 
to interprec any. thing 1n the beſt ſenſe ; nor ingenyous, 
as to refle& a lictle upon themſelves, and compare our lives 
with their own. Nay ſhould we look back- to the very-be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, we ſhould find there. were men call'd 
Chriſtians even in the Apoſtles time, through - whom the 
name of the Lord was blaſphem'd, 2nd evil ſpoken of among 
the Gentiles, . WE =" 5 ROT | 
The t mperor 'Conſtartizs complaines in Sonomey , that 
many, after-they became Chriſtians, grew worſemen.. And. 


S. Cyprian it a mourhful Oration deſcribes the corruptions 
ot 
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of his time, Jdleneſy, as he ſaics, and loyy peace bad corrupt. 
#d the __ deliver'd by the Apoſtles, Every one fEndy'd 
Is augment bis P a3rimony ; and forgetting what they did when 
they beliew'd, what under the Apoitles, or what they alwaies 
onght to do, with an inſatiable heat of covetonſneſe beſtow'd 
their time in encreaſing the;y Eſtates. There was ns devotion in 
the Priefts, no fidelity in the Miniſters , no charity in their 
works; wo diſcrpline in their 'manxers, the Men-were become effe- 
ninate, and the Women ſet off rhemſelver with counerfert beauty, 
And before -him Tretsllian cries out, O wnhappy we that 
tre Call'd' Chriſtians in theſe times ! We live like Heathens in the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity. J-4--5 

2Laflly, ' Thar-we may nor ſtand tocirecice every one thit 
if the ſame purpbſe, Gregory 'Nazranzen, ſpeaking of 
the deplorable fare of his times, ſaies, Pe are expor'd to rhe 
hatred of the Gentiles by reaſon of our vices; andare made a 
ſpeflacle, nor wlyro Angels and good neen, but alſo to the wick- 
&d, This was the Rate of the Church of God, when the 
Fght of the Goſpel began firſt ro ſhine, when ctherage of 
Tyrants was ſearce coold , or the ſword remov'd-from..the 
necks-of Chriſtians; Indeed *cis no Rrange ching that men 
ſhould be men , tho they be call'd Chriſtians. 


PART the Fourth, 


T) Ur ſhould not thoſe men,when they lay ſuch odious ime 
putations upon us, refleR a lirtle upon themſelves ? Do 
thoſe who have leiſure to look ſo'far abroad into! Germany 
and England forget,or can they-not ſee what'is done at Rome? 
Or 'muft we be accuſed by thoſe, of whoſe lives no man can 
with honeRy and modeſty ſpeak ? Ot (is 

Nor do we now take "upon 'us to - bring ' upon the 
Stage ſach things, as ought together with their Authors 
to have been bury'd infilence. This is nec agreableco our 
Religion, our Modeſty, or oar ' Baſtifulne(s, 'Yer he, who. 
will be call'd' the Yiear of Chriſt, and che + Head of the 


Church, who hears, ſces, and fuffers; ro add no more, ſuch 
E 2 things 
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Foh, de Ma- things to be doge at Kome , may have rtunity enough 
£iftr.de _—_ to conhder. what kind of things-they oye = him bur 
= ET die. recal into bis memory, let þim but rhink wich himſelf, char 
quia cincs, ADEY are his own Canoniſts,tMar ceach the people rhar ſimple 
fornication is no fin, as it they hid borrov'd their do&rine 
from rhat of uo in the Comedy, ' 
Non e#t peccatum, wihs crede, adoleſcentulum ſeortart. 
Let bim remember, they-are his own, who deciced that 
a Prielt is not to be depriv'd for 'Fornication. '. Lec bim re» 
member, chat Cardina. Campegins, Albert Pightus, and 
many others of his own, have taught, chat that-Þiieft, who 
keeps a Whore , livesin greater holyneſs and' chatticy., than 
he that has a Wife in lawfwl'Matrimony.:: 1 bepe be. has not 
forgot, that there are in Kewwe many Thouſands of .copymen 
Harloats, of whom he recieves a yearly. tribute, amounting-t, 
above Thirty i houſand Ducats. tHe cannov forget that.hime 
ſelf publickly maintaines at Rome a Srew or Brothel»bouſe, 
and from a wicked and filthy gain, wickedty and obſcenely. 
evan of ;, Indulges his own luſt, , Were all chings 'ſo ſafe and Holy.ar 
mae? & Rit1 RomgyWhen Pope Foan, a Woman of a perfeR age, rather.than 
t0 be ſeen as life, (ate in St, Peter's Chair, 'and carry'd her ſelf as bead of 
Kome. the Church ; and when ſhe had for Two whole years expos'd, 
her ſelf to mens luſts in that boly Sea, at laſt fell in Travel 
publickly , in a ſolemn Proceſſion about the City, 1D the- 
hghr of all che Cardinals and Biſhops ? 
Gen.38.14.15 Bur-What need we filand to equmetare' Concubines apd 
In Concil.Del, Bawds ? Fhis at Rowe is an open Ordinary and advantage- 
Cardtom. 3. ous fin; For Harlots fit there now, not as of old, -without 
. = on mn the City, with their heads veil'd, but dwell in Pallaces, 
_ and with impudent and open faces walk about the Markets, 
as if, it were not only a lawful , but comemndable Profeſſion. 
W hy-ſhould we mulciply words 2- T heir lufts are ſufficient», 
ly manifett to.the whole world. S. Bernard writes not rore- 
freely than truly, both-of the Pope himſelf , . and thoſe abour 
himz. wnen he ſaies, Thy Court receives good men into it, but 
makes none ſo ; \Evvil men flonriſh there, good men wither, Any. 
who ever was the author of that Tripariure work annex'd ; to; | 
tO the Latere» Council ſaies, That ſo, great @ the Lux ut y pot. 
only of the lnferiour Clergy and Prieſts, but of the. Pre/ate, TY 
4:4 Biſhops, that 'tis a horrible thing to hear it, 7nd 


* The Church of England. 
: And theſe things are not only uſed among them,and upon 
that account __— as cuttomary and of long conrituance, 
(as many, other elihgs of rheirs are)bur even grown old, and 
beyond their prime. W ho has nor heard what Perris Aloie 
ſix ſon of: Pawlthe Third, delign'd againtt (oſmmus Cherie 
tiſhoprotiFemer ? What Job» (aſa Biſhop of Beneventam, 
the ——_ Vemee,: wror of 1-mott abominable 1m- 
ptery ;;and what, 'tis a crime ever.comennon, didhe com- 
mend; ith moſt abominable and obſcene Eloquence ? Who 
has not heard, That A/pho:ſw Diaz, » Spaniard , being ſent 
from . Knwe.to Germany to that very end, molt impiouſly and 
barbarouſty murder'd his own Brother Jobs. Diaz, a man of 
a iblt 1nnocteheabd holy-life, only becauſe he! had embrac'd 
rh6Bdſpeb of Jeſus Chritt:, anc refus'd rovxeturn to Rome # 
Bucxhey. will fay tuch things may ſomecrimes. /happen 1p the 
beti-confliruced Common wealth againlt the will of the Ma- 
giftrares',” and where there are good laws for the pu- 
niſhmendof, ſuck enormitics, Ler it. be ſo then, Bur by 
what good Laws were thoſe peſts and bane of the world pun- 
iſhed? [Petri Alo;frr,cvenafrer he had debgn'd thofe wick- 
es we mention'd, was always the delight and darling of 
Father Paul the Third, Diaz, having murder'd his 
his Brother, was reſcued by the affiftance of the Pope, rhat 
/9% ap the puniſhment of the Laws. John Caſe 
Arch-biſtop of: Bezevemtum is fill living, and living at Kowe 
in the eyes of his Holineſs, | | 
They have put to death infinite numbers of our Brethren, - 
for no other cauſe, but only that they truly and -fincerely 
believed in Jeſus Chriſt, bur of thoſe mulritudes of Harlors, 
Fornicators, Adulrerers, whom ever, I fay nor, have they pur 
to death; but whom have they Excommunicated or touch'd ? 
Are notirmieed lulis, voluptuouſneſs, adulreries, who:edoms, 
fornications, paricides, inceft, and even greater ahominati- 
ons than theſe,hns at Kone ? Or if they be,can they ſo eabily 
be colerared-in their City of Kome,in the Tower of * anRiry, 
by che Vicarof © h:it” | the fucceflor of >, Peter, the mott 
Ho'y Father 5148 if they were not ? 
- O holy -Scribes and Phariſees, who knew nothing of fuch 
a-Holinels ay this ! O the Savitity! O the Carbolick Fawh | 


cuſtom of Harlors ; they did not 
proteR, or openly trolffate, Adulteries and Paricides un- 
puniſhed ; they neichgeceived them into their boſoms, 
nor:into-the congreg atſon of Chrifttans, Theſe men ought 
not ſo much. ro.aggravate our failings It had 'beenan ar- 
gument of igreater prudence, to have juſtifiedrheir own lives; 
ro the world, cor'at leaſt 'to hav2 fined with greater cautiony 
and'ſecrecy, 2, | 
For we truly uſe the antient Laws of our Anceſtors, and 
as fat asthe mannery and rimes: in this 'degenerate age will 
bear, diligently. and-ſerivuflymaintain the Eccleſiaſtical Diz 
{cipline., Certainly '(permic no publick+Sceaws» of | Harldrs 
and Goncubines,: nor any-multicude of Fornixatours, nor do 
we prefer Adultery before; Lawful Matrimony y nor exer«! 
ciſe Baudery ; nor recieve tribute fromthe Stews; nor-do we: 
ſuffer [unpuniſhed ,' Incefis, Abominable Lutts,: A/v3ftw's;1 
Caſa's,, nor Diaziav Paricides, For tif we-had! takentany 
pleaſure in ſuch things, / we had had no-need to have ſeparse 
red from their ſociety, where they-not only fAlouciſh, bat). 
had in eftimation; - and by ſodoing expoſed our.ſelves t 
hatred-of men; and mott certain danger + Fax! che Fotirch 
not many tnonths ago , impriſoned ar Rowe many Aug ; 
Friers, ſeveral Biſhops, and a great numbef\ of goodimen, 
only upon the account of Religion, He rortured and exami- 
ned them upon the Rack, leaving nothing unattempred .ts 
extort. Confeflions from them;. And at length of all choſe, 
hove many Whoremiengers, :how-:many Fornicatots, bow ma- 
ny &dulterers, bow miaby Inceftuous perſons, could he find?! 
God be thanked;thowe are not what we ſhoatd- be; oc what : 
weprofeſs't yer, whuar ever weare, if we be compared with . 
them, .our very lives:and innocency. wilt alone refare their! 
Calamnies-c/ 'For: we exborc the people to: all virtae:. and” 
good: works,» not ofly: by oar-Boaks and Sermons , bur alſo 
by our Conyerfation3!and examples; We inſtru@ then char: 
the Goſpel is nor for oſtentation of - Science; bur, x Rule- of 
life ; andas Trr:uiten Ges, Lis 'rhe Chriftians duty wot to 
ſpeah,gren ſwilking words, but tolive ſplendidly ; nor the 
,q carers 
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Hearers of the law juſtified before $ od ,; but, the Deers of u441 Rom. 2+ 13, 
To the former Calumnies, they wſually adg, and aggravate 
tothe.utmoli degree. of malice, thagwe arg turbulent and ſe- 
dicious men, that we wreſt the Scepters out of the hands of 
Kings, arm the people, ſubvert )udigarures, abrogare Laws, 
defiroy Property, change Kingdoms in.o Democracies, .cony Tenul. 4po!. 
found all.chings, -and/to be ſhort, permit mo ſertlement or 1» 2, 3 
quiet in,thE States. O hoy .ofc bave; the. minds of. Princes 
been infl:med by ſuch ſpeeches as theſe, \thar they might ex- 
tinguiſh the light of the Goſpel at irs very firſt appearance ; 
_ be. inctted to hate, before they knew .it ; and chat Ma- 
giltrares,. as,ofcen. as rhey {xv any of our party,, migat look 
upon.us as their 1nveterate Enemies, ... | 
Ic. 8quld indeed be: an intolerable: trouble co us to be ac- 
cus'd. of. ſo hainous a.crime as 'Trreaſon,. did we not know 
that ſometimes Chrift himſelf,. bis Apoftles, and an, infi- 
nite number of, other pious men and Chriitians, have been 
call'd zo ;quellion, for, .the ſame .crime, For.Chrilt, cho he 
tauglic-men to give pnto. Ceſar that. which was Ceſars, yet 
was. he accus'd of Segjtions, ro have endeavour'd to raiſe a 
Rebellion, and. ro gain the Kingdom For himſelf ; ther 
fore did they,cry out againſt him before the Judgment Seat ; 
if thow . letteft this man go , thou art not Ceſars Friend, And Job. 19. 12, 
the Apoſtles tho they always, conſtantly ravght men, to obey 
Magittrates ; tho they exhorted Every Soul ro be ſubjeft 10 "NR 
the higher Powers, pas 5 not only for wrath, or fear of puniſh»  * a 
ment, but alſo for Conſcience ſake : yet are they ſaid rofiir 
up the people, and incite the multitude to Rebellion. Ha- 
man by this very artifice brought the Nation and Name of 
the Jews into the hatred of King Abaſwerss, affirming them g0ter ;, 8. 
to be an obſlinate and rebelliqus people,and that deſpiſed the 
commands. and edits - of Princes, , Impious King . Ahab 
could ſay to Elijah the Prophet of God, Thos that troubleſt * Kings 18-17, 
Iſrael. And Amaſiah the Yrieſt of Bethel accus'd the Propher 
Amos of a Conſyviracy before King Jeroboaw : Behold ſays 
he, . Amos has conſpir'd ag 11aſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of Amos 7.10. 
iſrael. In (bort Textakian ſays in his time.1c. was the -com.- Apol. 3 
mon accuſation. of all Chriſtians, that they. were Traitors, 


Where- 
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Wherefore if ctuth be now evil: ſpoken-of, if being fiill 
rhe ſame; ir be till cevil'd and- flander'd as in antient days g 
tho it be'rroubteſome and aftliRing to us, yer cannot appear 
new or ſtrange. Aba | 
Ir was an eaſy thing Forty years ago for them to faſten 
ſuch or more heavy Calumnies upon us, when in the midſt of 
darkneſs rhe firſt rays of the then unknown and unheard of 
truth began to riſe and ſhine upon the world; when thoſe molt 
excellent men, Marti Luther, and Hulderickh Zuinglins, 
being 'ſent by Ge co enlighten the earth, firſt undertook 
the publication of the Goſpel ; 'when the matter was yer 
new, the event uncertain, the "minds 'of 'men held- in {uf- 
pence and attoniſhment; and every ones' Ears open to Ca- 
lumnies and Reproaches, nor could any ſo hatnons crime 
enter into mens thoughts, which, by reaſon of 'the fovelty 
and firangeneſs of the thing, *the' people would nor-cafity 
believe of - us. For »fter the ſame manner the antient' Ene- 
mies of the Goſpel, 5ymmachus, Celfus, Fulliatr, and , 
ſer upon all Chriſtians; accuſing 'em! of Sedition and Tre#ion, 
before any Prince or, People could knov;, whochoſe Chrifti- 
Ins were, what they profeſſed; whar they believ'd, or what 
they deſired, Burt now, when our Enemies themſelves plain- 
ly ſee, nor can poſſibly deny,' but rhat in atl' our Speeches , 
and all our writings we diligently admoniſh che people of 
their duty, that chey oughc ro 'obey Princes and Magi- 
Ktrare; d8 well bad as good, when conſtant ' praftice and expe- 
rience ſufficiently reaches, and all mens Eyes, in all parcs 
of rhe world, ſee and-arteft, rhe ſame : tr was bur a baſe and 
ill-favour*d ſhifr in them to lay rhoſe things to our charge, 
and, for want of new and freſherimes; -to load us with envy, 
and bring us into diſgrace; by obſolere, and anriquared 1yes, 
For we heartily return our gratitude to God, whoſe alone 
cauſe we have undertaken, that in all choſe Kingdoms, Prin- 
cipalities, or Conmon-wvertths, which have Teceiv'd rhe 
Goſpel, not one inftince of any ſuch crime can hirherto be 
iven. For we have fubverted\ no Kingdom'; 'we” have di» 
miniſh'd no* mins Righr or: Juriſdiion'; we have' difturb'd 
no Common-wellth, Onr Kings of England, che Kings 
of Denmark 1nd S wedfand, the Dakes of Saxony, tbe hn 
| _ 
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Palatine, the Marqueſſes of Brandenbarg, the Landgraves of 
Haſſia, the Common-wealths of the Hefvetrans, and Rhetians, 
and the Free-Cities, Strazbourg, Baſel, Franckford, Ulmt, 
Auſpurg, and Norimberg, all remain in their antient place 
and Dignity, all enjoy the. ſame priviledges, and the ſame 
$Srace,they did before ; excepting oply what they are chang'd 
for the beteer, by having the people, thro the knowledge 
of the Goſpel, much more obedieot and governable. Let 
them rake the pains to travel intothoſe Countries where 
thro the Grace of God the Goſpel is at this day preach'd, 
where will they find more Mijelty ? Where leſs 'ride and 
Tyranny > Where is the Prince more honour'd ? Where 
are the people leſs ſeditious? Where was there ever any 
State, or any. Church, bleſs'd with greater peace and tran- 
quility 2 

Bur you will obje&, that from the very beginning of this 
DoArine, the Commonalty in all places began to rage, | and 
ro ſtir up Rebellion and Sedition throughout all Germany. 

ſe they did. Yer Martin Luther, the firſt Promulger 
of this D>Atrine wrote molt vehemently and ſharply again(t 
'em, to recal 'em to their former peace and obedience. 

But what is ſometimes urg'd by men unacquainted with 
the affairs of the world, concerning the change of State 
among the Helvetians, the death of Leopold Duke of Auſtria, 
and the violent reduRion of that Country to its Liberty z "ris 
manifeſt from all Hiſtories,that chat was done T'wo Hundred 
and Sixty years ago, under Pope Somface the Eighth, when 
the Papal power moſt of -all louriſh'd, and Two Hundred 
years before Hulderick Zmnglins hegan to preach the Goſpel, 
or was indeed born, Bur from that time all things have been 
ſerled, and quiet among *em, and they have remain'd un- 
diſturb'd either by forreign or domeſtick broils. 

Bur, tho it were a fin to free themſelves and Country from 
a forreign Yoke, eſpecially when they groan'd under the 

reareſt Inſolence and Tyranny, yer cannot what they did 
impured to us, nor their Anceſtors Crimes to them, 
withour the greateſt injuſtice and abſurdity. | 

Buc Oimmorcal G3d ! will the Biſhop of Rome accuſe us 


of Treafon > Will he ar leogrh reach the people to be in ſub- 
F jection 
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Augaſt, St ele 
de Roſelli « 
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Clem, 5.in the Council, that all the Anthority of every 
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jeion to, and obey, Magiſtrate: ? Or has he indeed any 
regard of Majelty ? Ifhe has, v hy does he then require all 
Kings and Princes, whoſoever, or whereſoever rhey are, to 
be his Slaves and Vaſſals, and permit himſelf to be tiled 
by his Paraſites Lord of Lords? (a thing which none of Wis 
Predeceflors the antient Roman Biſhops ever did:) Why 
does he boaſt that he is King of Kings, and has regal Power 
over all his Subjeas ? | 

Why does he compel all Emperors and Monarchs to ſwear 
Allegiance to him ? Why does he glory tha: his /mperial Mas 
jeſty is Seventy ſeven time; inferiouy to him: and thar eſpecially 
for this reaſon, becauſe God created evo Lights in Heaven : 
and that the Heaven and Earch were made noc in ewo' Be- 


ginnings, but in one Beginning ? Why has he, and his fol- 


lowers, like the Anabapriſts and Libertines, that they might 
take their ſwinge with greater licenciouſneſs and ſecurity, 
ſhook off all Your of Government, and exempted themſelves 
from all civil Power ? ; 

Why has be his Legates, #5. e. the woſt ren Spies, 
lurching in the Courts, Councels, and Bed- Chambers of al) 
Kings and Princes ? Why does he, when he thinks it expe- 
dient for himſelf ſer Chriftian Princes at variance with. each 
other, and for his pleaſure diſturb the world wich Sedirions 
and Tumules ? Why does he excommunicate, and com- 
mand to be taken for a Heathen and Pagan, any Chriftian 
Prince that renounces his Authority : and ſo frankly offer 
Indulgences to any that by any means can deſtroy his Enemy ? 
Can he be ſaid to preſerve Kmgdoms and Fmpires, or at all 
to conſult the welfare and peace of the publick? We dehre 
thy pardon, pioas Reader, if we ſeem rourge theſe things 
with greater (hirpneſs and vehemence than becomes Divines. 
For ſo great is the Indignity of the thins, ſo unlimired and 
immoderate is the Pope's defire of Rule, chat it could nor 
be repreſented as it ought either in other words, or a' milder 
ftriin. For he has ſometimes dared to affirm in a publick 
King in the world dz. 


Council at Vie pended ow bim, He, thro ambition” and defire of Rule, has 
guns 
L:0, 3» 


pieces the Chriſtian Verld. 


diſtrated rhe Roman Empire, and confounded and torn ro 
He perfidioaſly freed rhe Fo- 


mans 


h__ 


#4ws and Italians, and among them himſelf from that oath» 
by which they had ſworn Fidelicy to the Grecian Emperor, 
inciting his SubjeAs ro Rebellion ; and having call'd Charles 
Martell, commonly Riled the Great, fiom France into 
Iraly, after a neiv manner made him Emperor. He depos'd 
from his Throne Chilperich, the French King, being no evil 
Prince, but only not pleafing him: ana unjuſtly ſeated 
Pipin in his place. He, having ejeRed King Philip che Fair, 
(had he been able to effeR ir) decreed and adjudg'd the 
Kingdom of France to Albertns King of the Romans, He 
ſubverred theStace of che moſi flouriſhing City,and Common 
"wealth of Floremee, his own Country, and from a free and 
ſerled Government deliver'd ic up co the luſt and pleaſure 
of a ſingle perſpn. He, by his perſwaſions caus'd the whole 
Country of Savoy to be miſerably haraſs'd, on one fide by 
the E Charles the Fifth, and on che other fide by 
 Frawis the French-King, ſcarce leaving to the unfortunue 
Duke ſo much as one Ciry, whicher to retire. 
I am weary of giving Inſtances, and *rwould be too tedious 
enumerate all che famous Archievments of the Popes of 
we of this nature. Bur of whoſe (ide I pray you, were 
they, chat poyſon'd *he Emperor Henry the Seventh in the 
Euchariſt ? Oc Pope Vifter in the holy Cup ? Or our King 
Fobn in his ordinary drink? Whoſozver they were, or on 
whoſe ſide ſaver, certainly they were neither Lutherans nor 
Zxinglians, Who ishe, who at this day admits the greateſt 
Kings and Monarchs of the world to kiſs his bleſſed Toes ? 
Who is he, chat commands the Emperor to hold his Bridle, 
and the King of France his Stirrup, when he gets on Horſe 
back > Who was he, chat caſt Francis Dandalns, Duke of 


Pope Zichary, 


Citn, To 


The ſane 


Venice, King of Candia and Cyprus, bound in Chains, under Sabeltics', 


his Table, to feed on bones among his Dogs > Who was he, 
that ſer the Gro-vn on the Emperor Henry the Sixth's head 


at Rowe, not wich his hand, but foot z and kick'd it off again pope Celeftize, 


wich, the ſame foot, adding that be had power to create, 


power to depeſe E mperors > Who was he, thar arm*d Henry —_ 
the Son againſt his own Farber the Emperor Henry the Fourch, a _—_ 


and caus'd the Father to be taken Priſoner by the Son, 
and being (haven, and + all manner of Eo 
2 an 
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and diſgrace, to be thruſt into a Monaſtery, there co con- 
ſume away with hunger and grief > Who was he, that with 
ſo prodigious a pride trod upon the Neck of the Emperor 
Prederick,; and as if that was not enough, added befides 
out of the Pſalms of David, 1 hou ſhalt walk upon the Aſp, 
and the Baſilish,, the Lyon and the Dragon ſhalt thou tread under 
thy feet, Such aninſtance of ſcorn'd and contemn'd Majeſty 
as Is not recorded in any Hiſtory ; unleſs perhaps you may 
meet with the like in Tamerlane the Scytbian, a man alto» 
gether cruel and barbarous ; or in Sapor King of Perſia. 

All thoſe were Popes, all Succeſlors of St. Peter, all moſt 
Holy, whoſe ſeveral words ought to be elteem'd by us as fo 
many Goſpels. 

If we be guilty of Treaſor, who honour our Princes, who 
pay them all the reſpe& and deference that the word of God. . 
either commands or permits us to do, and who. continually, 
put up our moſt ardent prayers to God for them z what then, 
are they to be accounted , who have, not only, done theſe 
things we have ſpoken of, but moſt highly commended them? 
Do therefore thoſe men either thus reach the people to re- 
verence and obey Magiſtrates ; or can they with any modefly. 
accuſe us as ſeditious men, diſturbers of rhe publick peace,, 
and contemners of Majeſty ? for we neitber ſhake off the. 
Yoke, nor diſquiet Kingdoms, nor either make or depoſe. 
Kings, nor transfer Empires, nor poiſon our Governours, 
nor offer ghem our Toes to kiſs, nor inſult over them,tramp= 
ling on their Necks with our feer. This rather is our Pro- 
feſlion, this our DoArine, that every Soul, wharſoever it bes. 
whether Monk, or Evangeliſt or Prophet, or Apolile, oughr 
to be ſubje& to Kings, and —_— ; and that even 
the Pope himſelf (unleſs he would be thought greater than 
the Evangelifis, Prophets, or Apoſtles Jought to acknowledge 
the Emperor to be bis Lord and Maſter, as the antient Roe 
man Biſhops in berter times allways did. We reach pub» 
lickly that Princes ought to be obey*'d as men ſent from God; 
and that be that reſiſts, reſiſts the Ordinance-of God, | heſe 
are our Inſtructions ; theſe are manifeſt in our Books, 1n our 
Sermons, in the manners and modeſty. of our people, 

Bur asto hat they ſay, that ive have departed oy the 

nity * 
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Unity of the Carholick Church, as it is a malicious accuſa- 
tion ; ſo, tho it be nor true, yer does it carry with ut ſome 
appearance, and. likeneſs of truth. And among the vulgar 
and unskilful multitude, nct only thoſe things that are true 
and cercain obtain credit, but rug alſo, as ap peat probable. 
Therefore we find crafty and ſubtile men, when concluding 
arguments have fail'd, allways to have made uſe of thate 
that were but ſeemingly fuch 3 that thoſe that cannot pene- 
rrate into the depth of things, might be ſeduc'd with pre- 
tences and probabilities, In old time, becayſe the primi- 
tive - Cliriftians our Anceſtors, when they. pray'd, to God 
turn'd rowa:rds the Ealt, there were ſome k 


jt” affirm'd they Tertul. Apot. 


worthip'd the Sun, and made him their God, And when © 16: 


they aflerted, that as ro what concern'd eternal and im- 
mogtal life, their only ſuſtenance was the fleſh and blood 
of the Lamb. withour ſpot, 5. e. our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : 
invidious mep,, and.cnemies of the Croſs of Chrift (whoſe 


only IF was upon any account to defame the Chriſtian Re- 1b, e. 1,8, g. 


ligion) immeduately perſvaded the people that they were 
impidus perſons, that they ſacrific'd men and drunk humane 
blood. And when they affirm'd that with God there was 
neither Male nor Female, nor, as to the obtaining of true 
Rigticeouſneſs, any diftinQion of perſons, and ſaluted each 
other as Brothers and Sifters : there wanted nor thoſe who 
maliciouſly and falſly accus'd 'em, averring that Chriflians 
made no diſtin&ion among themſelves either of Age or Stock; 
bur all like Beaſts promiſcuouſly accompany'd with one ano- 
ther.” And when, for the ſake of preac ing and hearing the 
Goſpel they ofc aſſembled in occult and obſcure places ; be- 
cauſe Conſpirators .and Traytors uſually do the ſame ; tus 
mours were publickly ſpread abroad that they conſpir'd to- 
gether, plotting the death of their Magiſtrates and the ſub- 
verſion of rhe Common-wealth. And becauſe for celebra- 
ting the Sacraments, according to rhe Inflitution of Chriſt 
they made uſe of Bread 2nd "Wine, they, were thought by 
ſome, not ro worſhip Chriſt, but Bacchar and Ceres 3 in as 
much asthoſe falſe Deities ire, with a profane faperflirion, 
worſhip't by the Heathens, in like manner wich read'and' 


Wine, : 
Theſe 
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Theſe things were believed by many, not becaufe they 
were true, for what could "be leſs ſo ? bur becauſe they 
ſeem'd ſomewhat probable, and were ſufficient to deceive 
by a fimilicude and appearance of Truth, 

Ia like manner do they calumniate us as Hereticks, and 
ſuch as have revolred from the Church and Communion of 
Chriſt ; nor becauſe they think they ſay true, (for that they 
do not ar all regard) bur becauſe to unskilful men what they 
ſay may upon ſome account or other bear ſome reſemblance 
of truth, For we have indeed ſeparated our ſelves , not, as 
Herericks uſe, from the Church of Chriſt , bur, as good 
men ought ro do, from the Contageous InfeRion of finters 
ani hypocrites, Bur here they molt mightily eriumph, con. 
ending that their Church is the Church 5; thet'it is the Spouſe 
of Chriſt ; that it is the Pillar of Truth ; that it is the «A rh of 
Neak; «ut of which no ſalvation is to be ___ ; but that wt have 
made a revolt aud ſeceſſion from it, we have rem the 
Coat of Chriſt , are divided from the body of Chriſt, and have 
fallenoff from the (atholich, Faith, And whereas they leave 
nothing unſaid , which may , tho falſly and ſlanderoufly be 
obje&ed again(t us, yer this one thing can they never averr, 
that we have ſvarv'd or deviated from the word of 
ood, ry fron the Apoſtles of Chriſt, or from che Primitive 

urcne 
el rruly we have alwaies been of opinion, that the Pri- 
micive Church of Chriſt and his Apoſiles , and of the Holy 
Fathers, was the Catholick Church : nor do we doubt to call 
it the Arkh of Noah, the Spouſe of Chrift , the Pillar and 
ground ef trath, or therein to place all our hopes and expeRa. 
tions of ſalvation, | 

'Tis indeed an invidious thing to forſake a ſociety , wich 
which you have long accompany'd , eſpecially if chey be 
ſuch men as, tho they be nar, yer ſeem and are call'd Chri- 
ſtians., And certainly, whatever their Chuich' may, be ar 
preſent, yer partly for the name - ſake , partly becauſe rhe 
Goſpel of Chriſt yas ancetruly and fincerely taught therein, 
we had that eſteem for ic , chat we did with great-unwiling- 
neſs make a ſeparation from ir, and not till abſolure neceſſtty 
compell'd us. Bur whar if an Idol ſhould be ſer up = = 

urc 
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Church of God, and that abomination of d:ſo/ation foretold by Mars. 14. re. 
Chriſt, fad openly in the holy p/ace?, \ hat if a Robber or 
Pirate ſhould pofleſs himſelf of the Ark of Noah ? Certainly 
theſe men, when they tell us ſo oft of the Church, mean 
only chemſclves thereby, arrogamly-aſcribing co themſelves 
all choſe glorious 1irles ; and their Triumph is like rheirs of 
old, thatcry'd , the 7emple of the Lord, the 7 emple of the Fob. 8. 39. 
Lord; or as that of the Scribes and Phariſees, when they 
glory'd in being the ſons of Abraham. 
After the ſame manner do they impoſe upon the ſimple with 
this ſpecious ſhew, and endeavour to bear us down with the 
name ot the Chwrch ; as if a Robber having ſeized on another 
mans houſe, and either by force drivenout;or murder'd the 
owner, ſhould afcerwards lay claim to ir as bis own, ejeRing 
the right Heir out of his poſſeſſion ; or, as if Amichrift hav- 
ing 2ot poſſeſſion of the Temple of God, ſhould afterwards 
it.it was his own, and that Chrifthad po manner of right 
to it. Fot they, when they have lefr nothing in the Church 
of God like a Ghurch, would yer be thought Patrons and 
Upbolders of the. C hurch : jutt as Grecchw formerly de- 
fended the Treaſury, when by his unreaſonable expenſes and 
profuſe largeſſes and gifts to the prople he utrerly exhauſted 
Its Bur there has been nothing ſo impious and abſurd, which 
might not in ſome meaſure be palliated, and defended by 
the Name of the Church. For even the Waſps make Combs, 
and impious men have their Congregations and Aﬀemblies, 
like thoſe of the C hurch of God. 
Bu not all char are call'd the people of God, are preſently 
the people of God ; nor are they all Iſraelites , that are de- 
ſcended from their father /ſ-ae/, The Heretical Arrians 
boaſted that they only were ( atholicks, calling all others, ez. | 
ther Ambroſieniſts, Atbanafianiſts, or JT hanntes. Neſtoria, © D- 
as heodoret informs us, being a Herenick, ſhrowded himſelf ; 
+ 'O;2htlay errgmeny 5 £, undet a pretence, or veil of 
the Right and Orthodox Faith, | £1», tho he was really of 
the ſame opinion With the. Sawaritaxs, yet, 3s Epiphanine re» 
lates, would be called a Chriſtian. The Mahewetans at this 
day, their ſufficiently appears from all Hiſtories, and them- 
ſelves cannot deny, bur they are deſcended from Hager thy 
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Bond-woman : yer that they might appear to be of the off- 
ſpring of Sarah, the Free-woman and wife of Abraham, 
to chooſe be call*d Saracens, for the name and lock”: ſike, 
Soin all times the falſe Prophers that oppos'd themſelves to 
the Prophets of God, to Iſarah, to Feremiab, ro Chriſt, ts 
the Apoſtles, never made ſo much noiſe about any thing as 
the Name of the Church.Nor did they ſo cruelly torment and 
vex them, or call chem Renegadoes or Apoſtates for any 0+ 
ther cauſe, but becauſe they had renounc'd their ſociety ,and 
did nor obſerve the Inſtitutions of their Anceſtors, Burif 
we are bound ro follow che judgment of thoſe men only by 
whom the Church was then ruled, nor will be guided by a- 
ny caing elſe, whicher God himſelf or his word : ic cannot 
by any. means be deny'd, bur that the Apoſtles, in as much 
as they had. tevolced from che Chief Prieſts , and againſt 
their judgments and admonitions innovated many things in 
Religion, were juſtly and lawfully condemn'd by them. 
Therefore as Antew of old was to be lifted up from his Mo- 
cher Earth, before he could be overcome by Hercules : ſo 
our adverſaries muſt be ſeparated from his cheir Mother,z, e, 
this vain 'ſhew and ſhadoy of che - Church, in which they 
rrult ; yomrts Mono! will nor be induc'd to yield tothe 
word of God: Therefore the Propher Feremiah warns them, 
not to boaſt ſo much that che Temple of che Lord was among 
them: it is but a vain confidence ; for ſaies he, they are but 

lying wordr, And the Angel in the Apocalyps ſaies, They ſay 

they are Fews, but they arg the ſynagogue of Satan, And Chriſt, 
when the Phariſees boaſted that rhey were of che lineage and 
blood of Abraham, told them , they were of their father the 
devil ; for they did not at all reſemble their Father Abre- 
ham, As if he ſhould have ſaid to them, You are by no 
means whart'you ſo much defire ro be thought. You impoſe 
upon the people with empry Ticles, and abuſe the Name of 

che Church to the very ſubverſion of the Church. 'V 

Wherefore choſe men oughr in the firſt place clearly and 
infallibly to prove, thzr'rhe Rowan Church is the true Oce 
chodox Church of God; and rhar, as ir is adminifier'd by 
chem at this day, ir agrees in all points with che Primitive 

Church of Chriſt, 6f tht Apoltles and Holy Fathers, which 

x we 
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we doudr noe to! have bee che Cathohek Church, For our 
parts, -could it have enter'd into our-minds, "that Ignorance, 
rror,” Superſtitions ; Idol-worſhip;,' andthe inventions of 
menfrequently repugnant ro the Sacred Scriprures, were ac- 
ceptable to God, and ſufficient ro make us Heirs of Erernal 
Salvation: or could we have ſuppoſed, that the worU of God 
was Wii but for a few years only, and afterwards ought 
to be abrogated and annull'd : Or that the Commandy- and 
Precepts of God were to ſubmit to any humane will, 'fo that 
whatſoever He ſaies or commands ſhould be nell and void, 
unleſs the Biſhop of Roxwe will and command the fame ;if ive 
could have brought our minds to have believed ſuch chings 
as theſe, rhere had been, we confeſs; no jult cauſe of our re- 
linquiſhing cheir Society : Bur-in what we have'nov done 
in deparzing from 'that Church, whoſe errors were evident 
and manifeſt, end which had openly receded from the v ord 
of God ; ofir ſeparation dts ning not ſo much from the 
Church, as trom its errors, and that nor carryed on turbu- 
tently and wickedly, but with the greateſt calmneſs and mo- 
cefly: we have done nothing conttary to the: Infticurion of 
rift and his Apoſtles. For neither indeed is the 'Church 

of God of that nature, as never co be} the leaſt Rarn'd with 
any ſpot or blemiſh, or not ſotnerimes to need a Reformationz 


otherwiſe,-whar neceſſity were there of ſo many 'Aſſemblie# Later, Counc. 
and Councils, without which « /£gidius affirms, *tig impoſſi- #nder ul. 2+ 


ble the Chriftian Faich (hould ſubfitt. For, ſaies-he, 4s oft 4 
Comncils are Intermited, ſo oft is the Church deſerted by Chrift. 
Or if there be no danger of the Churches ar any rime reciey- 
ing any prequdice, what need is there now amongſt them of 
che empry names of | iſhops f For-why are they called Paſtors 
if chey have no Sheep that can poſhbly err? To whar purpoſe 
arethere Warch-men, ifthere be no.Ciry' thar can be be. 
erayed / or ſurpris'd > To what 'end- Pillats , if there be no 
need tobe ſupported ? From. the firſt beginning of things, 
rhe Church of God began to be propagated, being inſiruted 
by chat Celeſtial Word which God himſelf uccered from his 
own mouth, furniſhed with Holy Ceremonies, ravght by 


the $piric of God, educared by the Parriarchs and Prophets, - 


and ſo comtinued to thoſe rimes, in which Chriſt appeared 
io che fith, G Bur, 
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Ger. 6. 12. 


F Kings 19. 
14 


lai. I, 21 21!, 


Math... 21. 13. 
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; Bur, O Inunarral God L boy oft was ic:inghe mean ume, 
and hoy horcibly abſeur'd and defac* difpe re abi FRP0s 
vben all fleſb bad polluted its way pon hana? "Where 
was it, when of all ind doly eight, perſons, and oy 
rot all vercuous. and pious, Were found; whom Ggd would 
vouchſafe to deliver from the general deſirutian > When 
the Prophet E/4jah ſo mournfully and {@ bittexly comphaig'd, 
that he only of the whole world: was lefr, who lincerely paid 
ro God that worſhip chic was due to him z when {ſaab ſaid, 
The Silver of Gods people i.e, the Church, « becomes aroſe, 
and the City, which was faithful, an, Harlet ; 4nd that there was 
no ſound part iv the whole body, from the bead, ever ta. the foot 1 
or when Chrilt ſaid, the bonſe of Gad mas wade. by the Seribes 
and Phatiſces 4den of Thieves ? For the Church: of God ts 
like 2 Field, unleſs it be.plow'd. and dreGs'd, and manur'd 
and cultivated,inliead of W hear, it will heing forch Thiſtle, 
Cockle, and Nettles. Therefore did God frequently ſend 
his Prophets and Apoſtles, and laſtly his- Chii&, to reduce 
che people into the righs way, and perte&ly reform big town 
rering - Charch, And leaſt any one ſhould ſay, that theſe 
things happen'd only under the law ; wheg.thege was bull 3 
ſhadow of a Church, ar at beſt it was bue in- 1ts ipfancy 3. 
when the truth was conceal'd-under Types and Ceremonies, 


. +. 12nd nothing was yer brought ca perſeRion ; when the Law 


ws not Written ig mens. bears; but engray'd upon 'Tables of 
SzoDe 3: ftho: chis alſo be ridiculous, for rhere was then the 
ſame'God, che ſame Spirit, the ame'Chrift, the ſame Fab, 
the: ſame Dogrine, the ſame Hope, che ſame Inberitance,, 
the (ame Covenant, the ae. Efficacy of the word of God; 
and as Ewuſrhins (ys, Al the faubful rven from Adam were 
inderd Chriſtians, the they were not call'd by that name ;) lealt 
any006,1 ſay,thould alledge this,Sr,P the Apotile has ob- 
ſary'dthe like errors and fatlingseveaupder the Goſpek,io «bis 
perfect  Srate, and in the ligts: 3. infomuch: chax bÞ<hought 
ic: yeceſlary -ro-wrire to: the Galatars, whom he had: before 
inkruRted, after this manner » 4 amv, afraid of you; Seaſh: {c 
have beftaw'd upon yau:labour in-vaing and leaft have beardo 
the: Goſpel is: vain. My /utle-Chi/dren of rebonw 4 ine@nth 
3 c birth again, wntil:(hrift be form'd:in you. Bowl — 


\ wcans age 


che che 
__ wet ry 


43 
it was 
= brew Galatie hl 
alore cannoc it any 


Deſols- 
Pant iv obs bo rea My -And'Sr, Peet Coy he Mach a6 
ets oiabs thr nat hithe Tewrpld of of 'God *:nd | 11.0 1.4. 
Scope fs that 06 fob Ft 66t tndilet (ond HoBWARt, \ Timm. 4. 2 
but cons inthe C it ſelf be tai d wihto Fables, 'Nnd'Se, 
Pardo us, that rhers ſhou/. omar dS _ Chritt,” 
vechery, of F. vo Prop! & Dawel ,, 
eter neo ae thit-ar thar' time Tr»þ ny 
ſhiill be Amvn to / Aa pled on f the world. Dan. 3. 12. 
And Chrift affirms, Ke thecalamity hd confafion of things 
will beſo tear, thet ror the eleft, of it were poſſible, woald Marth. 24.14. 
be ſeduc'd into efror. "And thar thoſe things woule come 
me a panes Pagant ot Twks, bath the Holy atejith 
+ in rhe Chicthyi9) rh | 
NN Re ins ftionld profets rhe thatkie 226 
rd0\ theſe" rhitgs tore mightbe" (uMttenc to induce 
oy ke win; v6r-t6 farfer hitffelf to be fo impos'd 
A wich "the fiithe'of the Chatch,” v3 nor ro. try and Ex+ 
yg but yds yer hiveiminy of the Fathers, 


ml ledfned, ery Yate and vehemently 
*>,t theferhitige tha d if thetr times, 
hooker 


the micR oh oro God was pleiſed 
das ſhould bs ſotris; who, ths hey orded oc ſo con- 
ſpitucts and glorious a fight : yet ſh6uld they kindle ſoils 
Pre; which men hight 6bſerve in the dark, > 
St, Hilary, ne things. were yer in a manner bd in- nates. - Gam: 
corrupred iyeirs rite” ſays" notwichRiandifig” Tow” are ons, 
FY with the love of Watts,  Fooliffpily reverencin 
the Church if bh od in Buildings and Straflurts, and 'as fookſh 
incle the name of pies within thim,” Þr i nit Glear that 
Gan Pi, Lt, Ang oth ge et 
is Miodhitanis, Woods #, Priſons is thoſe the 
ow fer Rudin re nee png by force, pre- 
by the .nffff ane of the Spirit of G 6d; 
| ona as if he” had —_ he kicdbeding ay” 


50 A Learned Vinduationaf 
of rhe abies 56h Ghurchynrord thus 10 Faby Bihop, of Gon- 
fantinophs, in was the firfighat comm Pp epat ton 
noui'd ith that new.and.unheard- of Ide; prperſal jeep 

Is regiR. Epif, of the whole Churth of Chriſt ; If the whole brane 

ad Mauyit, Church was upon one aloxe, the; whole muſt nee — 
l.4-Ey:32. And who is there ,, thas; has yor obſerved.ctvs to bave been 
" >  _ ago fullfil'd.2 The Bifbop of: Kee. has vx fot along 
. _ time made” the whole. Church +0: dependan (him. alone 3 
| Wherefore'tis po wonder if fot's long time'it is gane:to de. 
* cay. Pernard che ws ſaid faur hundred years ago, That 

there was | nothing ht and ivtire among the C ler ”, therefore 
it remain d that the Mas of Fon ke revea/'d, ' 'Theſame 


man upon the Convegſiot of St. Nies, 4 fees. 44 if Pet 
ſecution- was, now ceaſed; but alaſs !' Perſecyaron' ig but now bee 
ginning , from thoſe. pho obtain the chief Daignines in the 
Church. _ T by Friends and Neighbour: have «ſembled avd roſt 
up aguinf thee ; there is no ſeguwdneſs from the (v/e,of the foot 3 
cromn of tht; {wquity-6-govt forth fromthe Elders aud 
Fudger, thy Yicegerants, . who havin takgh wpon them the G overs. 
went of the prople, Wecennet now ſay, 4s is.the Propie, ſoth the 
Prieſt ;- for the perple are wot ſo wicked «4 the PriefÞ. 'O Grati- 
on Lord God?! eoſ that ſeems to. delight un prebeminence, and 
to exerciſe Lordſhip over the Church ave thy firſt in.perſaeuting it, 
Serm; 33. The,fame upon the Sonvlea; : They: arg all Friends, ht yr yer 
Enemies, all Kindred yer al}. Adverſatiess the ſer- 
wane of Chriſt, and-yer / tay WAIT" Loin my peate my 
1 4 book de bitterneſs is moſt bitter. Rogey, Bacon alſo,a man of great fame, 
1419.4 inveighing againſ;che miſerable condition of hig time, ina 
very ſharp Oration, ſates, [uch a wultitade of Errdrs require 
oft 
"Gerſon complains chat in-his time che whpleefficacy of Sa: 
cred Divigicy was c hanged 1 ioto-ap ambicidus .conrenngn K 
wir, . and mere Sophiticy.. ' 
Pauperes A 1he Leyden Brethren, men, 28 to cheie manner of life, nat 
Lugdunts evil; are wont conftancly toaffirm, chat the Reman: Church, 
from bom which along j in thole hg $i gs nd difates were 
»/ vas the, yery. Where, of Bob opt 4G ANA 
rſt cleat predi&tions are extant in ns LE 
gregation of Devils... 


1 know'the Authority of thoſe men will belightly eleem- 
ed by them; . Buc whar if I call dn ev ah as themſelves 
are wort ro.admire and adore? 


.. Whatif ſay that Adria» Biſhop of Rowe ingenuouſly con- p,,,;,, 


feſs'd- that all thoſe evils took their firſt rife from the Ponti= 
ficial Dignity ? Pigbius acknowledges a fault in this,” that in- 
to thewery, Maſs,which ocherwiſe,be would have be thought 
moſt SaQed, many abuſes were introduc'd. Gerſew, that by 
the muhkupliciry of light and empry Ceremonies , all che e= 
nergy of the Holy Ghoſt, which ought to have. vigorous o- 
perations in us, and all true piety, was utterly extinft, All 
Gees and; Aſia complain, that the Popes of Kome by their 
tradings about P #rgatory and ſales of Indu/gences, have boch 
impoled upem mem :Conſciences-, and exhauſted their Cote 
ers. ' | | 
But concerning the Tyranny and more than Perſian pride 
of rhe Kowan Biſhops, not to mention. others [ who, becauſe 
they freely and ingenuouſly reproye their vices, chey. may 
| Kan look upon as Enemies, ] thoſe very men, who bave 
their whole lives at Rome, .in the Holy City, inthe 
eyes of the moſt Holy. Father , and. had opportunity of di- 
dpi the moſt ſecrer paſſages of his life , and who never 


d from the Catholick Faith, as Lawentize Valla, 
arfilins Paravinw, Francis Petrarch, Hicronymus Seua- 
narela, Abbat Joachim, Baptif Manna , and before all 
thoſt, Abbat Berzard, have very frequencly and very griev- 
ouſly complain'd ; andſomerimes have nor forborn clearly e- 
nough to intimate, whether truly' or falſly we do not now 
enquire, . that the Pope himſelf was Antichrift, * 

Nor can any one obje@ , that they were diſciples of Ls. 
ther, or Zwuinglins ; for they.liv'd, not only ſome years, but 
ſome ages, their names were ever heard of inthe 
world. They ſaw, that_even then divers Errors had crept 
in:oche Church , which they defir'd ſhould be reform'd. 
$99 what my was it , if the Coy pa gee © 
Erfors., atthatrime eſpecially, when neither the- Bi 
of Rome , who. anded. on over the yhole, nor 
ſcarce any other, was able to perform, or ſo much as under- 
Rand, his Dury ? Far iris ſcarce credible, that a +: | 

e 


Ad Eugen. 


Iſaiab 3. 2: 


Epbeſ. 2. 20. 
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A Learned Vindioarton of 
whole time that they were Idle and aſleep , the 'Devit was 
continually aſleep and idle alſo. For what they it the ttezn 
time were, and with that fidelity they watches over the 
houſe of God, tho we are fitem, cheir own Bernard may ar 
leaſt inform them. : 

* The Biſhops, fates he, to whom the Cflurch is at — 
committed, are not Doors but Seducers ; not Paltors 
bur I ors ; not Prelates, but Pilates. | 
" Theſe things Bernard ſpoke of the Pope,” who call'd him- 
ſelf Chief, ' and the reſt of the Biſhops ,” which rhert ſate at 
the helm, He was no Latheray , no Hererick, never depart- 
ed from che Church + yer did he not doubt co call chofe Bi- 
ſhops , Seducers ,' fm » Pilates, "But now when the 
people were manifeftly ſedn&d , and Chriftiane openly 
1mpoſed upon , and Pilate fitting upon the Tribunal , ad- 
judg'd Chriſt and his members rofite and (word , O Gtrari- 
ous God !” where was cheti rhe Church of Chrift f Buc of fo 
many and ſ6 grofs and palpable Errots, which have they at 
any time reforin'd 7 ot which-indeed have they ever been 
willing to acknowledge and” confeſs ? _ 2564 
But ſince they lay claim to che Univerfal poffeffion of rhe 

Catholick Chureh , and account us Herericks, becauſe we . 

diſfent from chem, ler us ſee, Fbefe&ch you , what nore 6r 

ifidication of che Chutth. of Golf fias this Church, ro ſhew 
for ir ſelf, Nor infee@1s it after bf f6 ttuch difficulry to 
diſcern the Church 6f' Gdd; if we make 4 ſerious and di- 
ligent ſeatch after ir, For it js ſer oy a bigh and gloriom place, 
fitaate 09 the top of a Moghtaty, bring built wpon the foundations 
of the Prophets and ApoFther, There, faies. S. Auſtin, ler m ſerk. 
the Church; thete Jet - dterlte burr (antroverſy.” And agai 
in another place ; -rhy Church i to be ſhown on vfihe Saeheld 
ant C anonicat Striptires, ud chat whith can be made man- 
feſt ont of them; not the Church, | 

" Bur, I know not by what means it happens, Whicher our 
of Reverence,or Conſcience, or deſpair of rhe viRtory, they 
alwaies abhorr and fly fro che word of God, as muth as..4 

Thief from the Gillovs, ' Nor 'cruly is it Rringe" they 

ſhould. Fot as, chey fay , the Berle preſently dies If is be 

put in Bali, a molt oJorons oyprmenrt : fo they are _ 

Jpe- | their 


The Grerch of England, = 
their cauſes would by immediaccly ſuffocared and extin& by 
the word of God, as by the moR deadly poyſon. - 

| Thexſoje they, that chey might with leſs crouble divert 
the pegple from athing ſo dangerous and deftiutive , are 
wont to all choſe Sacred Scripiures, which our Sayiqur Jeſus 
Chcift,not only made uſe of in all bis Sermons, and Speeches, 
bur ac [aid ſeal'd with his blood, a cold,” uncertain, unpior 
ficable, mure, killing , dead letter ; which ſeems the ſame 
thing to us as if chey had peremprori'y deny'd there was any 
ſuch thipg. Bur they add beſides a very abſurd and propbane 
ſimilicude , comparing them to 2 Neſe ef Max, which may 
be faſhioned ang bent any wy. to ſerve any purpoſe; Is the 
Pope  ignorapt., thatſuch things are ſpoken by men of tis 
party ? or does be not undertianc that be has ſuch Patrons 
ro defend his Cauſe ? | 

Let him then vouchſafe to hear how bulily and. piouſly 
Hoſas , = he reftifies of himſelf) a Polſh Biſhop, a man 
truly of ſome eloquence and learning, and 2 mo valiant and 
barneft Champiap / of that Cauſe, writes of this matrer, '1 
cannot but think ,. he will wonder, that a pious man ,- could 
gicher embrace ſuch impious thoughts, ar wrigeſo ſlander- 
ouſly, of thoſe words, which he knew to have proceeded from 
the mauth-of God ; eſpecially in ſuch a manner , as to inti- 
mate that 1e.was not his. ownopinion only , but the common 
ſentiment? of the whole party. _ 

We, ſaies he, will have nothing to-ds with thoſe Seripenres, 
of which me ſee ſo many, not only differ ent, but contrgy y,intar pre 
tations brought ; and will rather attend to God bimſelf ſpeaking, 
thas be txrn'd to thoſe beggerly Elements; and place our ſalva- 
twon in them. It is not 4 mans duty to be 1hilf uw) in the Law and 
Scripture, but to-bg taught and inſivafied by God , Thelabour 
that is beſtowed upen the Scripture 15 vain, for the Scripture 
4 « creatnre, and a beggerly Element. So far Heſiww,, with 
the ſame ſpirit and:nund, as Aontanus and 41 arcion of old, 
who ace reported to have ſaid , when with contempt they. 
rejected the Hely Scriptures , that they knew more and better 
things, | thaw-evor- either Chrot or bis Apoſtles knew.) What 


Pighius in 
Hierarc'lia, 


De Erpreſ. ) 
Perb. Des, 
He ſpeaks 

there firftl craf. 
tily and under 
ancther pey- 
ſon, but after. 


wards in the 


ſame book be 
[ies the ſame 
m expreſs 
words, 


ſball Ithereforebere fay + © the Pillars of Religion | O:1be- 
R.elidents. of the Chucch of Chit |, ks this the reverence ye: 


pay: 
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piy-to the word of God? Will ye with ignominy rejeR 
thoſe Sacred Seriptares , which St, Paul affirms to have been 
given by Inſpiration,” which God recommended by ſo many 
miracles, in which are imprinted che moſt lively footſt 

of Chritt himſelf, which all che holy Fathers, which the 
Apoſtles, which Angels, which Chritt himſelf the Son of 
God, when there was occaſion, quoted as a teſtimony to his 
doarine? Will you reje& thoſe Scriptures as unworthy to 
be heard by you? 5. e, Will ye impoſe filence on God him- 
ſelf, who ſpeaks moſt clearly to you in the Scriptares ? Or 
will you cajll chat word, by which afone St. Payl ſays, we are 
reconcild to God ; and which the Propher David ſays, is 


' holy and pure, and endures for ever, abeggerly and dead Ele- 


-ment only ? + Or will you affirm, -thart all our labour is but 
thrown away on chat, which Chriſt commanded us diligently 
to ſearch, and to have continually before our eyes > Or that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles pur a trick upon che people, when 
they exhorted them to-fudy thoſe ſacred writings, that out 
of them they might be repleniſh'd with all widow, and know- 
ledge? *Tis no wonder, if they contemn us, and all that we 
can ſay, that ſo lightly eſteem God himſelf, and his diving 
Oracles. - But it was an argument of great indiſcretion and 
want of judgment to commir ſo extreme an outrage againſt 
the word of God, that they might gain thereby ſome ſmall 
advantage againft us, 7 


-. Bur, as if this was bur a ſmall matter, they proceed fur- 


ther to burn thoſe Holy Scriptures, as impious King Az4, 
or Antiochw, or Maximinus did of old ; calling them the 
Books of Hereticks. And in the whole, they ſeein to imi- 


. rate the policy us'd by Hered in Jude, for the obtaining thar 


Kingdom to himſelf, For he, being by birth an /duwean, 
and ſo 2 ranger to the Stock and blood- of the Fews, bur des' 
firing to be accounred a Few, the berter to aſcertaiti'to* him 
ſelf and poſterity their Kingdom, which he. had begg'd of 

nſtus Ceſar ; commanded -all the Genealogies, -which' 


| had carefully been preſerv'd in their Archives fromthe times 


of Abraham, and by the help of which might exfily be dif- 
cover'd, without any miſtake, from what Stockevery one 
was deſcended, to be aboltſh'd 'and burnt ; to the end that: 
nothing 
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nothing might remain. co after, ages,. by which ir might be 
kno n, was of a Aa dats In. like manner eey that 
all rheir , invencions. might; be;receiv'd ang valu'd. by rhe 
world, as delivered. ;by-the Apoliles, or vy Chrit hichſelt;, 
leaſt 'any thing ſhould .be found. able to refure choſe dreams 
and forgeries, cicher burn. the Holy Scripearer, or at leaſt © 
-reſtrain c le from peruſog the, 


doors againff Trmh ;, becauſe they know. if they commut ope 
the C Fr das be. beld by them, f\ hes lat nib 
word of G od is a light by which the Thief is apprehended, And 
Terenllian., the Holy maj aut derefls, the, frands and thefts 
of, Hexaticky.., For why do they concea}, why do they ſuppreſs 
the Goſpel, which,.Chrilt conan ta. be preach'd from 
the houſe tops ? Way do they hide thar light wnder a Buſhel, 
which ought to be plac'd on a Candleſtick? Why do they con- 
fide more in he. blindneſs. an1 ignorance of che unskilful 
mujricude, than in the goodneſs of their. cauſe? Do they 
think cheir arrs are not diſcovered 2 Or char they-walk incog- 
wrog as \f they badaGyga's Ring to render:them inviſible ? 

every one now ,ſees what 1s contained in the repoſitory 
of the Popes breal? ;...and even this may be 2 ſufficienc argue» 
ment. thar. chay do. por at ſincerely and truly, That cauſe 
ought as delervedly held-as ſufpirious, which flies all ex» 
amination-and tryal. - For, as Chriſt informs us, . be that doth 
evil ſeekerh darkneſs, and hateth the light, A mind pot 
conſcious of evil 6oinjes df irs own accord into fight ; that 
the works that proceed from God may appear. Bur they 
are. by 0-means fo blind, .ag not to ſee well enovgh,, thag 
if.che; $eriptwres ſhould generally. obrain, their Dominion 
would immediately be, It an end 3, and per ly the Idols 
ot. the Demons, from whom came all, choſe. Otacles ampyg 
the Heathens, were ſuddenly (truck dumb At'the appeatance 
of Chriit when he came vpon earth :* So now would all their 
artifices immediately come to nothing upon the manifeſta- 
rien of rhe ag : For. Antichriſt is not. to be defroyed bur 

419 


by the brightneſs of the coming of Chriſt. = 
ji As for ws, we Vans an ly recourſe ro the Aames, 
3d : a 


ry/oſtows writes. with a great deal, of Troth, and Is opere Im- 
icely agaiglt cheſe men ;  Nerericks, ſays he, [but the perfeRt. 


Romars 1. 16. 


2 'rgþ (hem work me ene bax with [oa peu we God. 

y.it, 25 Tertalliar ſpeaks,” We'thirifh ory fant, "by it-wi cone 
firm Gs hope , by Gow ſupport ot Cinfidents, ''Forwe kriow 
that the Goſpel rhe power of Gyd wyto Salvation, and that -in 
it is" eretnal life ; Nor, as St. Pazladimoniſhes, "do we gove 


Galatiany x. g. £47 fo an Angel of God coming down from Heavin, \f ic eti- 


._ deavour to draw us from any part of rhiy db@rine;"\ "Nay, as 
- * the godly mit Faftin Martyr Tays" of Bittifelt7/ 18 Prnld vor 
know boy is tredit ebgh God bimefelf. (tould'beteadh ms. any ther 
oſpel. For, whereas theſe men rcjeR the Holy Scyiptwres and 
appeal to God himſelf ſpeaking either in the Church; 'of m 
Councils , 7. e, - to the ſence nt joogeent of thoſe of their 
oivn party: We Mig "tis 7 Way of 61g but” trath both'very 
WE AG and exceeding dangerous, a9 '1ri ſome meaſure 
fatitical, and neyet.approv.d” by the bely Fathers. ' Se: br3- 
ſoſtom indeed ſays, that many ft borſft vf the Holy Ghoſt," but 
whilſt they ſpeak, of their own, they falſty glory that they have 
the Spirit, For a Chriff, ſays he, _— that be fpake of hims- 
ſelf, when be argw'd ouc of the Law; a5 pit if 'the Prophet: 
ſo neither ts any Boe wo to be beliet)d, that, beſides the Goſpel, 
is obtruded upon # under the name of the "Holy 'G hot) For 
as Chriſt © the vompletion of the Law and the Prophet:: ſo 
the Spirit the completion of the Goſpel. 


x 
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PART. the Fifth, 
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UT tho the Sacred Scriptures 'do not favour them,” rhe 
BY ay patho rays the: Ranked: Deane: nd Hof Fa 
thers op their fide. ,Fot of chis they 'have always highly 
boxed, vis. that 'all antiquity, and che Verbbalt ca ent 
of all ,ages makes for them : bur that all aurs are new and 
modern. inventions, never ſo much as heard of ill' within 
Gon EE late Jeers arid ET T (626 Ms 
:rtainly nothing can ,be..a greater Calumny, to the, Re- 
lizion of .God, I to accuſe 1 of eſe, ; FEET: ere 
{ nothing in God hitnſelf, ſo neither” Inhis'wortbip ke 
there 


there 'reche; 
what' _ 
of- TOUE 


88 is vere, li 


and reveal'd - men wy k 90-G90 tho ic be'certa1 
2 Hull ; 
nep Pe.hm = erighn 1820 ha 


Xhis/accuſarion-ygaink them d ON 
haſt here, ſays he, O King '@F eople Fo es ww Liv, Eſther 3. 8. 
and contumacions and diſohedient 20 all af pr Laps. 


Par ati; when, heibegan ho pr me 

Goſpel ar \-aheny, was {aid co be + [eco for = 17,48» 

Fe. :of ''a new: Religion, ne 

of ' thee, whar is th:s pew Dottr 5 0 Na 

wrote cxpteſly. againkt, Chriſt, ,char he, Ge Ty 

count. of Novelty expoſe his Goſpal ; 3,cont 

thu late thought now at Jewg th omter oo = Ecel. Hift, l. 
I: ».'CI 


maiy ayes 'elnpi'd2  Emebins allo arcells an © 44 
Religion was £50 .the- beginning, py 
viad of firlw;-v, e. Newand Strapge. . Of, the Game noveley 
and {irangeneſs.dothey condemy all oxit Do&;jnes ; bur their 
own whatſoever they be abey, comrades s as tam wich che u# 
thority! of _—_—_— pguicper. As HET ral ie .and 
are: 1ncompat ah ore 
—— co: have . receiv'd Boks wy 
mdden|Myſerics | from. St,, Athanefra,, wp us To 
Abel, Adam, 2nd -even from Rephae!, rhe A7th angel, —_ 
rheit -art mighc;be-efieemn'd more ſublime and NPE, 
'ceeding/from Guch Parra and, Ipyeagors.:. ſo hey, to t ir 
'Religion, which) rhey - brought farrh ras Frm 
zhar.nocdong ago,might be che more cally "ye more 
aily'recommended to fooliſh, incan{iderate,uncbinking, men, 
who oF ferve: pot +hat is aone,among. them, are wont to 
—_—_ parts rol we ga St, a Gil ume 
J A » the Apoliles, and even Chr elf 
«ll Fob: they , very. ve IOfts AE ppching 11s mor; wh 
-or more grxefuk ice eartof the. common people,'rh 
grear Names. - But. »vhas if ip be found, that © healins ps which 
chop ropochend: as New, arc indens the moſt em, ? And 


t be repteſented by Himwan'as hterand New, yer 
could rhey nor indeed appear really ſo tomy judicious and 
confidering man. - For 'they' were engraven'on Tables oh, 
the greaceſt Antiquity. 'And Chriſt; tho many choughr him 
to have departed from Abraham, and the Aprient Fathers, 
avd-r0 rigs in a "ew Religion" in bis om Name, yer 


yaul a truly IF 94 bed believ/d Moſer, youriu!d have -be- 
ys as 0d me." z4 my D6Rrine is not” of ſolate-a date; for 
CMofer, your antient' Author, 'to whom in all things 
you pay ſogreat a deference, wrote: of me, And St, Pax 
+ ___ " affirms, that che Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, choir was by many 
4  effea'd \New, yer hid" the moſt Atitiemr"Tethmony of the 
' | Law and the” Prophets: Bur as forvour DoArine; whichwe 
mighe more rightly fRyle"the Catholick DoRrine of Chriſt, 4 

icis ſo far from being New, that' God the Antzhe: of Days, 

and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has recommended ir to 

us in the Geſpel, and inthe writings of the Prophers, and 

* Apofites, Monuments of the grearofi-Anriquitys; and\cannot 

nov ſtem new tommy; unleſs 'ro whom the Authority of che 

P:ophers, or the, Goſpel, '6r Chriſt himſelf canſcem New. 

Buc ch:ir Religion, if ir be indeed of ſo long ariding and 

continuance, as they would have- us believe z- why do not 

_ they prove it, by Examples of the Primirive Church, by 

che Ancicht Fathers, 'and by che firſt Councils 2: Why does 

{9 antient *and {oFhonoutible a Cauſe tye 'fo long negleRed 

without a Patron? * They have had -Fire and Swordalways 

prepar'd : but chere has been a profound filence concerning 

che Councils and Fathers of the Primitive times.” Certainly 

it was, very abſurd ro begin with choſe bloody and bruriſh ar- 

 guiments, 'if chey knew of any more gentte-and mild.\; Bur 

' If they: repofe 'ſo mach confidence in Anciquiry, \ant all this 

be notorly precedce; why did Fob Clomeriean Eng tiſhman, 

not many years ago, irche preſence of many good and oredi- 

'table m*n, rear our and caſt ifito the fire,divers leaves of the 
- Antiens ' 


\ 


The Church of. England. $9 
AtcjEnt Father, apd Greek; Biſhop T heodorer, [in which be = 
-perſpiquouſly and fully declared, thar the natuic of the Hread Piftei7, Lui- 
15 not aboliſh'd in the Euchariſt , thinzing there was no.otber _ 9.de box 
Copy to be found in the world ?. Why does Albertas Fightin 7; roy __ 
deny, that the Anticat Father St, Au#Fin was inthe right cau/. 27. 1. M 
concerning Original fin ? Or inthe caſe of Matrimony cn» Nupt. bon. 
. ter'd into after a Vow, which St, Au#tinaſſerts to be per- 11 Controv. 
feft Matrimony, and, by no- means to be annull'd , Why 
does he ſay, he was inan error, ſpoke what was not true, 
and uſed falſe Logick 2” Why in a late Edition cf the Antiept 
Faber Origes upon St. Johns Goſpel, did they omir the 
.whole., Sixth Chaprer, where ir-is probable or, rather certain 
he bad deliver'd many chings relating ro the Eucharilt con 
'Ttary to their notions of it; and choſe rather ro ſend an im» 
perfe& Book irto the world, than the ſame intire, which 
mighre confute their Errors ? Is this to cruſt ro Antiquity, 
£0: tear, ſuppreſs, mangle, and burn the writings of the An- 
tient Fathers > *T were worth the while ro obſerve how 
welt they agree; with thoſe Anticnt Fathers io the buhneſs of 
Religion, which they bosſt are on their fide. The 0!d Toun- 
cil of Eliberis decreed, that nothing that is horour'd by the 
people, . ſhonid. be Painted in Churches. The Antient Father Held in the 
 Epiphamne ſays, "tis an abominable wickedneſs to ſet up anyyear of Chr. 
Pabiure in 4 Chriſtian Church, tho it were the Image of Chriſt 305-V.C..z, 
. kumsſeſf. . Buc:they have ld che Churches and every. Cor- 
ner-\vich- Images and Statues, as if without them.ic were im- 
poſſible Religion ſhould ſubbR, 


The Primitive Fathers, O»rges, and S. Chryſoſtom, exhort Orig. ox Lev. 
the people to read the Sacred Seriprares, to buy the Books © 16+ £bry/. 
- and that Wives and their Husbands, and Parents with their ——_— 
Ehildren, ſhould diſcourſe and reaſon among themſelves at yn, .c, 
: home abour Religious matrers : but theſe men Condemn the 
' Scriptures as dead Elements, and as much as in them lyes, re- 
; rain the le from looking. into them. The antienc Fa- cypr. Ep. rt, 
. thers S. On 19, Epiphanina, and S. Hierom, ſay ,. Tho a1-b-1. 
man had:vow'd. to live a ſingle life , if afterwards helives —_—_— 
: impurely, nor is able to reftrain the hear of his luſt : it were A : 


betcer for him co marry, and preſerve his Chaſtity iv 1awW- pemer, 
—__ 


De Oper, 
Monach, 


Can, 3» 


Can. $, 


4 Mehta 


ful wedlock ; #nd ſach a” Matci che. Anriefc 'Farher 
S. Au#tin, judges to be firmund-valtd 4! and by no means 
to be difſolv'd :- bur they ſuffer ' nordny 'man'ro/marty;-afrec 
he has bound himſelf by/a vow, tho he butn,”' cho tie'commic 
Forhication, ortho he live rhe molt abominable flrhy and 
obi ceh&Tife7 "and If -he ſhould chmce to:ruke © wife whov 


"* denythis* to betMarrimony., (and ceack char*vis a far berver 


and more holy way of * tiving «tb keep'a Conoubine, 'Ttie 
Anrient Father S. Au#in conplain'd” of che multitude” of 
empty Ceremonies, wich whith'he ſaw,even in thoſe crimes , 
the minds and conſciences of men to he grievouſly oppre(s'd: 
but chey, as if God rezarded nothing elfs, have fo -exceed- 
ingly encreafed ſuch Ceremonies:, that 'there is ſcarce any 
thing elfe lefr in cheir Churches and Sacred Offices. ' The 
Antienc-Father S. ,A»uftin denyes that *ris lawful for-a Lazy 
Monk to fpend his time in Idlenefs , and: upon pretext and 
ſhew of SanRiry to live upon orher mens goods ; and he char 
does fo, the Antienc'Farhet Apollonini faies:,” Is a8 bad as a 
Thejf : / but theſe men have Whole flocks and heard s of ſuch 
droniſh Monks , who tho'they neither' do- any ching for a 
livelyhood, nor ſo much as make any ſhewof 'nolyneſs,, -are 
not only maintain'd , but ive tn luxury and exceſs upot"0- 
ther mens eftares. An ot Rowan Cotmcil decreed, "Thar 
no maa ſhould be preſent 'at chofe Sac;ed Offices rhar" were 
nnd by a Prieft -who was known to keep a Whore , 

r they - both allow Concubines' at a certain rate ''to their 
Prielts , and compel by force men that 'are unwilling tobe 
preſent at their S acri/edges, The Antient Apoſtolick Ca» 
nons Command that Biſhop, thar ' will cake upon him a Ct* 
vil Magiſtracy rogethet wich his Eccleftifticat funRion”, 'to 
be depog'd : bur they undertake , and are'reſolyed ro under- 
rake both ; unleſs ic mry%be ſaid thi chey-vetddlenor with 
that which does efpectally' belong' r6' then ; and yet is 
there no man thar conmands them'to'bs depoſed. * The-old 
Council of F a»gra, commands that none diftinguiſhbatween 
a married Prieſt, and one unmarried, ſo as to think 'thelat- 
ter the mdre holy : but they mike fuch 'a diftinQied ,"thar 


' they imagine their whole Divine Service is proptizied, if 


perform'd by a/Pious and 200d man, ' chat has a Wife, os 
(s 
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old Emperour-Faffin:9si Commanded-all.chings.in the $xcred 71 Novel. 


Migiffty-to'be pronounced cleaily, and witha loud, difiin&, © Ri. 123. 


end audible voice; that the people might þe edifyed, ard 're- 
<cive fruic thereby : but they, to the end the people might 
nor underſtand, notonly murter oyertherr fervice ina low 
and obſcure. voice, but alſo'in a barbarovs ,and unkno-in 


roteuce The old Council.of- Carthage, \prahibiis any. thing Cxth. ,, 
- t6'be read Keligiora Aſſemblies belzdes the Canonical. Serie ©-47- 


tires ; but they read thoſe-things 10 their Churches which 
cheinſelves are: well aflur'd are mere lyes, and infignificant 
fables,” "Bur 'if 'any ſhould rhink theſe things weak and of 
ſmall momenc , becauſe decreed by the Emperours and ſome 
leſſer Biſhops, and riot Þy full Councils;; and is more taken 
with the name and” aurhociry of: 1he Fope : Pope Julixe ex- 
prefsly probibics-che Vrieſt ; -when be celebrates the Com- 
munion,' to dip the Bread rn the Cup 3, they- contrary to the 


the Sw3tds.; and ales; if he dere to have both, he decienes 
himſelf ' and | theſe that bear bim: Now the. Pope laics 
claim to both, and uſes both ; wherefore it is theleſsto be 


wondred, if that has follo»'d. which Clemens - farerold., that _ 


he” hav dictived both himſelf \and thoſe | that btard - him. 
Pope Lew affirms That cis lawful to ſay.only- One aſe in 
one Church on) the ſaine day + They-ſay daily,io the ſame 
Chiteh, ſomerimes Ten;ſomerimes T wenty, fomerimes.Thir- 
ty;fomertimes more Maſe: 3 ſothar the miſerable SpeQatour 
fcarce knows which way chiefly to turn himſelf. Pope Ge- 
lafinriſſerts; Thar, if a min divides the Euchariſt , and re- 


ceiving one pare abſtains from the other, he does wickedly © 


and is guilty 6f Sacriledge : bur/they contrary to'the word 
of God,' 'and contrary to Pope Gelafis,, command that only 
one part 'bf the Euchariſt be given the people z ; and by ſo.do. 
ing bring upon their Prieſts the gwir of Sacriledge. | 
Bur if they ſay all theſe things are now grown obſolere,and 
antiquared by a contrary pra&tiſe, and have no-reſpeA to rhe 
preſent times 5 yer that all mighre underſtand what confi» 
- denceils ©O "be" repoſed in theſe men , and whar'we might 
promiſe bur ſelves from (ounils. called by them , let us ſee 
d in 


Y 


- Conſee, 
i[t. Y 
dectee'6f- Pope Fuhw divide the Bread and gip it. , Pope — ni nts 
Clement denies that 'ris\ lawful for a/Biſhop+ ro, wield. both 9 


A Learned Vindication of 
in a few words, how diligently they obſerve thoſe things 
which themſelves, in a Council, according to them, law- 
fully called, nor many years fince, and [all freſh 1p every 
ones memoty, decreed co be holily and religiouſly obſerv'd. 
In the Council of Trent, ſcarce fourrecn years ago, it Was de- 
termined by the common ſutfrages of all che Orders ,: That 
no man ſhould have two Beneficer at the: ſame time, Where is 
no'v this D=cree ? Is ic ſo ſoon become obſolere and antiqua- 
red ? For they frequently confer nor only two Benefices, but 
alſo divers Monaſteries, and Epiſcopacies, ſomerimes two, 
ſometimes three, ſomerimes four, on the ſame petſfon z and 
he noc only unlearned, bur very frequently a Soldier. In the 
ſame Council it was Decreed, That all Biſhops ſhould reach 
the Goſpel:Yer they neither reach nor ever get into-the Pul- 
pit, nor ſo much as think it appercains to their Office, Where 
are chen their prerenſions ro Antiquity ? Why do ney glo- 
ry ſo much in-che Names of the Primitive Farhers, and both 
Modern and 'Anrient Councils > Why would they ſeem..ro 
Jean npon, and be ſupported by their Authority, whom. 48 
oft as they think'fiy, and according to their pleaſure . they 
deſpiſe ? '02 mula 

De Major, & But my mind leads me to argue theſe things wich the 

Obed- nes Pope hinfelf, and urge them. home '\upon him co his very 

ſanaim face.”\ Telt-bs therefore ; Holy Farher ; fince;.you talk ſo 

Bach. much of Anriquicy, 'and boift char all men areſubje&rg you 

Durazd  Offly ; which &f all the Fathers evergaye-you.che 7 Tile of 

Concil. Later, Chief-Prieft ', or U niver ſal Biſhop ,- or Head of the Church ? 

ſub Ful, > Whoever ſaia that both Swords were--given co you.? Who 

Dift. 9. ever ſaid thar you had authority and-right to call, Conncils ? 

Oded. Ra ® Whoſ1id the whole Univerſe was your Dieceſs > Who ſaid 

Ext, hit all Biſhops receive of your plenicude > Who afh:med, 

Fob. 12, E, that all powet was givento you in heaven andin- cath? Wha 

Cuminter. maintained that you could nov be Judged either by. Kings, 

fe 2 , Orby the-whole Clergy, or all che people rogether ? Who 

Pariſ. 1503: ſaid. that Kings and Emperours, according to the Command 
and pleaſure of Chrift, receive cheir power from you? Who 
irivenced charexquiſice and Mathematical Compugation by 
which *rwas found thar: you are ſeventy ſeven, times greater 
than che greateſt of Kings > Who ever attributed, x9; you a 

more 


F00:c-am ple - power chan to rhe reſt of the +Patihareb >? \Who 
ever called you Lord God, or ſaid{you were not fieerman; 
Sir ſomething made. op anid <6: of * God and man ? 
«Who made :you the ſole fountain” of alliright'?' 'Who aid 
your Empire extended over P wrgatery-? 'Who (aid chat you 
could at your pleaſure conimand the Angels. of (0d? Who 
ever ſaid, you ace King of Kipgs, and Lord of -Lords-? Ard 
we might -urge you farther after che ſame'manner,”' 4F thy 
whole number of antiencFachers add Biſhops; whit one of 
them ever taught co ſay private” aſs, the people in thi 
meanwhile being only Sp>etzcors 3 or to lift up the Euchs- 
fiſt above ones -head, cin which ar preſent conſiſts che All of 
Religion ; or rs mangle-che'Sacramencs of Chrift,. and 
contrary to his Intiicution and expreſs. words-to dep 
the people of one part'? And 56 wontlude it alk; what-one 
of all che Farbers taught you codifſpenſe 2 pleaſure the blood” 
of Chriſt, ard che merics of che holy Martyrs; and:to (= 
your Indulgeyces, and all the Regions 6f* Purgatory , hike 
Metrchandiſes in a'Faire? © on = 

* They have formerly oft boified of #certHrhidden Learn- 
ing, and the moltiplicity and variety of ebeir reading and 
Rudjes. Let chem now ,cherefore produce ſomething. if 
they can ; whereby ic may appeat they have read and.do 
kno v what is co be ſaid in their defence, 

' Nothing has been more frequently not more loudly pro- 
claim'd by them in all publick places, thin that every part 
of their Religion is venerable for irs antiquity ; and approv'd, 
not only by the mulcitude, bur alſo the conſent and contie 
pu'd obſervance of all Nations and Times. _Let them now 
therefore prove their Antiquity. Let them make ir appear 
thoſe things, they ſo- exceedingly magnify, have indeed 
been propagated ſofar. Let them-ſhow chat all Chrittian 
Nations have unanimoufly embrac'd their way of Religion. 
But on rhe contrary, they forſake and fly from cheir own 
decreesz and have in a ſhore time aboliſh'd, what bur a 
wo! few years ago they eftabliſh'd for all Erernity, - What 
eruſt therefore can 've repoſe in chem as co rhe Farhers; the 
Antient Councils, and the word of God ? 

They have not, © good God ! they have nor choſe rhings 
I whereip 
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wherein they have ſo much gloty'd. Antiquity, -Univerſali- 
ty, conſent of all cimes and places,: chey cannor ſhe. | | 
chat rhemſelves,. tho,they- are willing to diſſemble ir, are 
conſcious of , and ſometimes clealy enough confeſs. 
Therefore 'cis they affirm, that the SzpRions and Decrees 
of che Antienc. Fathers and Councils are of that nature, as 
ſomerimes.,to admit 9f-.4 charge z..and that different ;Cqn- 
Rirurions agree -ro different States! of Ithe Chyreb,c1; Ard (o- 
(helcer ,themſelyes under che; name of; 1he, Chunch,, and 
impoſe upon, miſerable men- with. meec fab; 2nd;gurfide, 
And *cis much to be wopder'd, that mep ſhauld- be, ciches 
ſe blind; as nor. to ſee, or, if.chey do ſee, ſa gi4ienty/ a5 £0 
tolerate, with ſo mugh caſe, and ſo; equal a maind,; SAFreas 
Iawoltions.-.,..: 4:9 x2 has (0445 */{! 01 7613602 
- Bus, fnce; they baye-abrogared thoſe former-daciors,. af 
qld. and.; obſolete; certainly. rhey. have ſubRticuted: orhers 18 
their places more, profitable and mare convenient; For they 
Rick rote (ay,, that if Chrifh himſeif, or the ApoPlles, ſhomid 
retry again to live upon the earth, they. could: net govern. the 
Church of . God with more advantage to it, &r wh greater 
Santtity, thas "tis now govers d by them.  They-have indeed: 
ſubſticured orhers : but as the': Propher Jeremiah ſpeaks, 
Chaff jor Wheat; and thoſe: things, which, as 1ſaiab ſays, 
the Lord did nwt require of them. 'I hey have ſtopt the cur- 
rent of living water,, apd baye hew'd for:the people of God 
broken pollured Cifterns, full of mud and filch, which nei- 
ther do, nor. can contayn,. pure water, They have taken 
from the people the Holy Commumnes , the Ward of God 
f:om Which all conſolation was to be-deriv*d, the. true War. 


* ſhip of Ged , the right uſe of the Sacraments and Prayers ; and 


given us inctheir Read qut of theirown Scock; | Saits, Haters, 


_Onl, Spigthe; Branches, Bulls, Tubilees, Indu(gerees, Crucifixes, 


[ncenſings;1 and 3n infinice, number of Cerewentes 3 and. (in 
the. words, of Plautys,) !ndes ladificabiles,, molt ridiculous 
mockeries.. In fych xhings 2s theſe- is plac'd che Summe 
of their Religion ; wich: theſe things havecbey tayghr-us 
ra.apaſe.rhe divine wrath , with theſe todrive away De- 
vils, and with theſe to.confirm-ond.. ſettle this Canſcignces/. 
of men-, For theſe are the embeltiſhments, GEPETIEEE: 
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' of tlie Chia Rigrod), Theſe doth God* actept- ard 


dehold with 
to the utter 


= 


Aud, as of 61d thar itnpious King 7 


pleaſe re, theſe ought'We tohonontahd'cReem, 
licior of the © ferntichs of Chrift and bis 
eroboam when 


if defttoy'd the true warſhip of. God, atid drawn away 


ople- to che Goltlen a= 


the 

oo ns >< Js 
'zaln* 6 Bo. 
ranzne exhorted "them to conftaricy 3nd | perſeverabce 
Ifratt, Reps this imdiner does your 
by you; for it winld be 


to J0u 10. 'ta 


ing, theſe are thy Gods O 
God command be ſhould be w# wat 07 
and too frnng 4 (bar 

, And to go wp yearly tb Hibrufaletn, there 
# God. The ſame has beeh inal r6\ 


too greas, 
| Jo 


Yeaſt ey 


r thinly, s evatring 


kg ſo gre 
is th&rprati 


\ſhould vfret- 
'm hi fertifn 
alry to the RT: God; with a long h4- 


[zy- 


p-/ 


wſthwve 
&; 


wen for the ſake of their own Traditions they had made 
the law of God of no iffeft : \eaft tHe people ſhould agtin) open 


fork of yo 


ſeaſt rhey ſhould'3giin Fell off from « 
hete ſome mort'certain 


&rA;” 


grounds f8r theit'SAvk 


tion; Oh6yv oft have'they ery'd om. "This 4: war 
ſbip which i is well pleaſing to God, which he rc of 


whi 
__— thi 


fare, and 


midns lo wean wort 
wm the lent 


Fei 


fad,” O ju 


fnany "ages Font 


yy: er fr, 


rTes "fill" to have reconrſe' to Chrif', to the Apoſtles , 
to the Primi we Fathers and to attend their 
r diffatet in all caſes! This, this 13 the 
the weak Shnery Sf the world, 
from f nn: 


pn rrp neo 
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66- 4 Learned Vanatuation of 
is the Rule: agd Standard of Truth, from which the holy 
Scriptures themſelves receive their credu and. authority, The 
Dottrim, ſays he, of the Church of Rome is the infallible Rule 
of Faub, from which the holy Scripture receives its force and 
obligation, And again, Indulgences were not made known to 
us by the amthority of the Sexiptnre,but, which is greater, by the 
authority of the Church, and Biſhops of Rome, Pighina allo 
has the confidence: to ſay, thar.'the cleareft Scripture is not 
to be believ'd without the comm and of the (hwrch of Rome, Juſt 
as if a man, that knows not 'how.toTpeak good: and pure 
Latin, byt can. make a ſhift, ro ſpeak readily and fluencly. a 
p* of barbarous. and laweRyle in, that language, ſhould 
deavour to perſwade all: men to. (peak jn.the old Phraſe 
of CAL ammerretins and Carholicon, or. \v hat they Bill uſe in 
Courts z becauſe ſo ic-would be well enough underitog 
what they meanc,. and the minds of men + oul be ſatisfied ; 
whereas.1; would be ridiculous to difturþ the world with a 
pow :methad- of (peaking, and to recal rhac. antiegt. pucic 
= eloquence; in Orations., made vſe of be Crs ig 
Cejar,. | : \ x SIRE 
Se much dothey owe to the ignorance and darkneſs' of 
»liay. ' formeffrimes. Many things, ſays one, ate oft eſteemed 
valued, only. becauſe. they iyere. dedicaced ra, the Temples 
of the" Idols: ſo do we ſee. many-2vprov'd by them ar this 
day, .and highly magnified, . not becauſe rhey are of ſo great 
moment; but only” becauſe. they are cultomary,;. and- in a 
manner devored to the Church of God. 
_ But our Church, ſay they, cannot err.* This they ſeem 
ro,.afÞcm ip the ſame ſenſe as the; Lacedemonians of old us'd » 
to.bozk thar'in\cheir. Common; wealth was nor one, Adulterer 
ro be, fqund, when indeed, uſing uncertain Marriages,. and 
baving their Wives in common, they were rather all Adul- 
rerers,; Oras the modern Canomfs, for their own advaiitage, 
cunme 4c. Wiually afhrm of the Pope , thar being Lord of all Benehces, 
relics in dic- to, be fell-at a certainrate Biſhopricks, Monaſe;ies; af Ec- 
:5ore Pap, &lefatinxal. Rrefermenty , nar Parr wig any, hi  Gratiey 
ec. becauſe they. are al his property, | + cho ke de- 
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The Church of England, 
unleſs perhaps they have dealt with Trath, as the old Re- 
mans did with Vifory, gfter they had once gar her into 
their cuftody, clipt of pluck?*c off her wings, char ſhe might 
never fly again from them, * But whar if the | rophet Jere- 
ab (hould ſay to them, as we ſaid before that Theſe are 
lying words > W hat if the ſame Propher ſhould tell them 
avain, that, theſe that ought ro have been keepers of it, have 
indeed Tpoited and "deltioygd- the ' Vineyard of the Lord ? 
Whar if Chriſt ſhoul& rell- chem, that thoſe who ought 
eſperiatly ro have the care of che Temple, had made the 
Temple of God a Den of Thieves. Burif truly the Church 
of Kome cannot err, their good fortune is much greater than 
thei prudence or diſcretion, For ſuch is their life, | earn- 
ing and” Diligence, that fot them the Church might nor 
p err,” bur alſo be utterly deltroy'd and periſh. Bur if 
reuly- rhar Church may err, which has deparred from 
the word of God, from the commands of Chriſt, from the 
ioftiturions of che Apoſtles, from the examples of the Primi- 
tive Church, from the SanRions of the Antienc Fathers and 
Councils, and lafily from irs own Decrees ; and which re- 
fuſes ro be reftrain'd by any Laws, whither ancient or mo- 
dern, whicher of its own, or others making, whither bu- 
mane or divine : *ris molt certain that the Church of Rowe 1s 
not ovſy obnoxious toerror, bur alſo has moſt wickedly and 
moſt abominably'err'd, 

Bur, they will ſay, Tow were formerly of w, but now are 
become Apoſtates and have revolted from us, We have in- 
deed deparred from them, and for that very thing dowe 
both rerurn our moſt hearty thanks to Allmighty God, and 
exceedingty congratulate our own felicity. Bur from the 
primitive Church, from the Apoſtles, from Chriſt, we have 
Mor departed, 'We: were educated atnong them in darkneſs 
and without the knowledg of God, as Moſes inthe Learning 
and boſome of the Egyptians, We were of you, / confeſs, ſaies 
Tertullian, zor is it any wend:y we were ſo; for men are made, 
not born Chriftians. But why did they deſcend from their ſe- 
ven Hills, where Rome was anciently fituate, that they might 
liverather upon the plain, in the field of Mars > They wit 
ſay perhaps, thoſe Conduirs and Channels of water, which 
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are requiſite to a commodious babiration , now fail and are 
dry'd up in thoſe Mountains. Eer them then grant us the 
{ame liberty of ſecking the waters of ecernal life, ,which they 
have afſum'd ro themlelves in procuring common water, The 
water was dry*d up among them. The Elders, as the Pro. 
phet Jeremiah ſaies, ſent the little ones to the waters but the x 
when they could find none, miſerable and almoſt dead with thirſt, 
brought back their weſſels empty. The Needy and the Poor, 
ſaies Ilaiah, ſought waters, but no where Renfens Their tongue 
was even dryed up for thirſt, They bave demoliſhed the Con- 
duits and Aquadu&s , they have obſtruRed all the veins and 
ſprings, and fill'd rhe Fountain of Living Water with Clay 
and Dirt; and as of old Caliguls brought a publick dearth and 
famine upon the people by ſhutting up all the Rore-houſes, 
and granaries : So have they a moſt deplorable thirſt, by Rop- 
ping all the Fountains of the. word of God. - They have 
brought upon men a Famine gand Thirſt, as che Prophet Amos 
ſpeaks, not a famine of bread, nor « thirſt of water : but of bear- 
ing the word of Ged, Miſerable men wander'd up and down 
ſeeking ſome ſpark of the Divine Light, whereby to enliven 
and exhilarate cheir Conſciences, but it was totally ,extinR, 
chere was nothing to be found, this was the condition , this 
che miſerable form of rhe Church of God, Men liv'd in ic 
in a deplorable late, without the Goſpel, withour the light, 
vithaur, all manner of. Cenjalation. kits | 
Wherefore tha our departure be gtievous and-afflifting to 
chem, they, ought to refle& and conſider with themſelves, 
how juſt cauſe we had to depare. For if chey will afhrm,that 
It is nor lavful upon any account to relicquiſh that ſociety, in 
which we bad our Education :; they will with rhe ſame. labour 
19, our perſons condemn thePtaphers,. the Apoliles, and: eveyy 
Chiſt himſelf. . For:-why dathey not at the: ſame time.con. 
plain, that Zor forfook Sidow, Abraham Chaldea, the: Hee 
brews Egypt , Chriſt the. Jews, \and S, Pas! the Phariſees ? 
Ualeſs it be allow] there. may be ſome; juſt cauſe for a depat- 
cure and feparation :, We cannot underſiand, why they al may 
not in the ſame manper be accus'd of faQtion and ſeditian,,, :: 
* But if we mult bz.cdndemn'd for Hereticks, becauſe we 
refuſe obedience to their commands : whar, or who or _ 
in 


The Church of England. 
kind of men ought they to be repured, who contemn the in- 
junRions of Cbrilt and his Apoliles ? If ve are Schiſmaticks 
for departing fromthem : by what Name at length are they 
to be call'd , who have revolted from the Greeks, from 
whom hey ar firſt received the Faith ; from the Yrimitve 
Chucch , trom Chrilt himſelf , and from the Apoſtles, with 
the (ame unnaturalneſs as Children from their Parents? Far 
the Greeks truly,which at this day profeſs the name of Chriſt, 
and the Chriftian Religion, tho they have corrupted many 
things: yer do they retain a great part of what they receiv'd 
from the Apoliles. Therefore have they no Private Maſſes, 
nor mevg/ed Sacraments , nor Purgatories , nor Indulgences, 
And bave ſuch efteem for the Pontificial Titles, and magni» 
ficent Names and Compellations, that , whoſoever aſſumes 
them to bimſelf, and defires to be Ryled Univerſal Biſhop, 
or Head of the whole Church: they look upon him as proud, 
and injucious to the whole Order of Biſhops his brethren,and 
Herecical, c 
Wherefore fince it is manifeſt, nor can by any means be 
deny'd, that they have receded and gone off from thoſe of 
whom they received the Goſpel, the Faigh, their Religi- 
on, and their Church : whar reaſon.can they affign of their 
unwilkingne(s to be brought back to thoſe fountains > Why, 
24 iF all; che Apoſiles and Fathers had known nothing, do 
they. ſo much, dread the Pattern of their times? Do they 
indeed, ſee- farther, or have they a greater care and render- 
neſs of. the-Church of God , than they that deliver'd choſe 
things? For we truly haye relinquiſhr that Church, in 
which-neicherthe word of God was ſincerely preach'd, nor 
the Sacraments adminſter'd, nos the: name of God invok'd, 
as it. qughc ;. which themſelves. confeſs to- be culpable in 
many, particulars z in which there remain'd nothing char 
could influence the Ray of a Prudent man, or one that had 
the concern, he ought, for his Salvation, Laſtly, we have 
lefr that Church, which- is not now, as formerly it was ; 


and fo lefrt-it, as Damel did the Liows Den,-or the Three 
Cbildres the fiery Furnace 4 and ineruch, we cannot ſo-much 
be ſaid to. have departed, a8 to have been driven aut, and 
ejected by them with Avathewe's and Curſes. 
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Byt ye are come to that Church, in which themfſelyes, 
if rhey will ſpeak kncerely and cotdially, carnor deny, but 
all rhings are adminitte:*d with all reverence and purity ; 
and as much as is poſſible according to the method and cx- 
ample of the Primitive times, - For let them compare our 
Churches with their own, and they will quickly typd 2s 
they bad moſt impiouſly departed f.om the Apoltles, fo we 
moſt juſtly from them, For we according to the inftin:tion 
and praRiice of Chriſt, the Apotiles and holy Fathers dif: 1- 
bure the entire Euchariſt ro the people. They, contrary to 
all che Fathers, contrary to the Apoftles, contrary to Chrilt 
himſelf, with the greateſt Sacriledge, if they will believe 
Gelaſin, civide the Sacraments, and defraud the people of 
one part. 6 | 

We have brought back the Lords Swppey to the Inftitution 
of Chriſt, and made ir in as great a degree and to as many 
as ias poſſivle common; that ic might be in reality, wha 
it is uſually call'd a Communion, They, contrary to the 
Precept of Chrilt, have chang'd every thing, and. of a Holy 
Communion made a Private eMaſ:; ſo that we entertain 
the people with a Svpper, they wich an empty Shew. 

'We, rogether with the moſt Antient Fathers, affirm, that 
the body of Chriſt cannor be earen burby pious and faithful 
men, and ſuch as are endu?d with the Spirit of Chriſt : they 
afſerc, thar the very body of Chritt may indeed, and in 
their owq language, really and ſubſtantially be eaten, not 
only by impious men and Infidels, bur alſo, which is an hor- 
rible and porrentous wickedneſs to averr, by Mice and Dogs, 

We ſo pray in our Churches, that, as Sr. Pax! admoniſhes, 
the people may know tor what we pray, and to our com- 
mon Peririons anſwer, Amen: they, as a ſounding Braſs, 
utter forreign and unknown languages in their Churches 
wichour underſtanding, without ſenſe, and without Devo. 
tion ; and contrive 4t on purpoſe, that the people mighe 
not underſiand. | | 

And, not to-infiſt on all the differences berwixt us, which 
are almoſt infinite, we tranflate the Holy Seriptarer into all 
languages: they' ſcarce permit them to be exrant ip any. 

We invite the people to read and hear the word of God; 
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hey drive them from it. We defre our cauſe may be known 
and cry'd by all inen: they fly all judgement and examin=» 
tion, We repoſe our truft on knowledge : they on IJgno- 
rance, + We confide in the light : they in darkneſs and ob- 
Teurtty. We reverence, as we ought, the Words of the Pro 
phers and Apoſtles : they burn chem. Liſtly we, 1n Gods 
caufe, are Willing to ftand to'the judgement of God : they 
refuſs all judgement but their own, Wherefore would they 
bur weigh and conſider all theſe things with a peaceable and 
quiet mind, and rightly diſpos'd to hear and learn : they 
would not only approve of our proceedings 3 who, having bid 
adieu to all erroreous dorines, have followed Chrift and 
his Apoſtles ; but would alſo themſelves revolt from them- 
ſelves ; and voluntarily come over to our fide, 
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UT they will ſay, without a ſacred Occumentcal Council 

it was utterly unlawful to attempt a Reformation 3 for 

in that conſifts the whole power of che Church ; there did 

Chriſt promiſe ro be always preſent, But rhey have vio- 

lated rhe commands of God,and the decrees of the Apoftles ; 

and, as we have already ſaid, they have abrogated and diſz- 

null'd in a manner all the Confticurions and Ordinances of 

the Primitive Church, without expeRing the derermination 
of a Holy Council, 

_Bur | Ao they ſay, that*cis unlawful to innovate any thing 
withour a Council : ler then tell us, who preſcrib'd us thoſe 
Laws >? Whence had they this ſolemn Edi& ? 

- Cerrainly that King did very fooliſhly, whe, being aſcer- Ageg1.us, 
tain'd by. the Oracle of the will and pleaſure of the ſu- 
preme God Jupiter, afterwards refert'd the whole matter 
wo Apollo; thar be might know, whether the Father and Son 
were of the 'ſame mind, ' Bur we had been guilty of much 

rearer folly, if, when we heard God himſelf manifeſtly 

eaking to us inthe Holy Scriptures, and underſtood his 
| mind and will, as if this had been nothing, we ſhould have 

| K brought 
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4 j broughtthe whole affait before a (ownci/ z which would have 
been nothing elſe, bur ro have enquired whether the ſame 
. things were acceptable tromen, which were ſo ro God ; or 
*heiher men would vouchſafe to ratify by their authority the 
preceprs of God, For what, 1 pray? Will-nor Truth 
be Truch, or God be God unleſs a (onncil wills and com- 
mands them ſo ro be > If Chriſt had obſerv'd rhat Rule from 
che beginning, if he had retus'd co teach, or ſay, any thing 
without the conſent of the Biſhops, and teferredibis whole 
Poarine to Annas and Caiepbas: where had nov been the 
Chriftan Faith ? Or who had ever -heyd: the Goſpel ? 
St, Peter (whom the Pope is wont to extol.more, and, more 
frequently, than Jeſus Chriſt) oppoſed with confidence and 
boldneſs a Holy Council, declaring it better to obey Gad thay 
Atts 4- 19- an, And St. Paul, when once he had imbib'd rhe Goſpel 
ITE in his heart, which he received mot from men, neither by men, 
og "*- but by the ſole will of God ; conferred not _—_—_ and blood, 
nor referred the matter to his kindred and brethren : buc 
went immediately into Arabia, that by the poiver of God he 

might publiſh che divine Mytteries. 
Yet do we not deſpiſe the Councils, nor contemn the 
Aſſemblies and Conferences of Biſhops and Learned men. 
Nor indeed did we do what we. did without the advice of 
Biops, or Without a Cawneil, The matter was tranſated 
in a full Parliament and a numerous Synod, with long delibe- 
ration, Burt what we are © expe or hope for from that 
Coancil, which is now ſumman'd by Pope Pius, in which 
men, not call'd, nor heard, not ſeen, are with ſo much fa* 

: cility condemn 'd, is no difficult conjeAure, 

Nazi29ened Nazianzen long ago,ſceing in his time men, in ſuch Aſſem- 
Procop, blies, ſo blind and obitinate, ſo-apt co beled aſide by paſſ+ 
ons, and ſo eager in the purſuic of viRory, rather chantruth : 
expreſly declar d, he never ſaw a bappy Iflue of any Council. 
Whar would he now ſay, - were he alive and underſtood 
the intrigues and contrivances of theſe men ? For then, the 
there was a great deal of faRion, and favour of parties ; - yer 


common ſuffrages of all kdes. Bur they neither permit any 
controverſy to ve freely canvas'd,nor any errors of what mage 
nitude ſoever,correfted and chang'd, For 


Cauſes were heard, and notorious Errors condemn'd by the. 
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For-nothing is more.common, than for them with-impus- 
-dence td boalt, that their Church cannot ery; rhat theres 
mothing amiſs therein, nothing to be yielded to w, Or, if there 
were, 'tisthe buſineſs of the Biſhaps and Abbats only to judge 
and condemn them ; they are-che Moderators in theſe cauſes; 
they the Church of God. AriFotle affirms, that a Soctery 
of Baffgrds cannot confticuce a City 3 whether che Church 
of God Ean confift of ſuch men as theſe, belongs to them to 
conſider. 'Certainly they are neither Legitimate Abbars, 
nor Genuine Brſhops. 

Bur ler them be the Churchz Ler chem be heard in Conn: 
eils ; ler them only be allow'd to give votes therein, Yer 
in Antient. cimes, when the Church of God, if compar'd 
With their Church, was well govern'd, St. Cpprian informs 
us, «that both -the Priefts and eacons, and alſo ſome pare 
of the Laity, were call'd to the hearing and cognizance of 
Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes. 

Bur, what if choſe Abbars and Biſhops were ignorarit, un- 
learned men? Whar, if they underſtood not fo much as 
whar is the nature of Religion, -or what opinion ro embrace 
of God ? Whar if the Law depart from the Prieſt and Coun- 
cel from the Elders > Whar if, as the Prophet Myeah ſays, 


it be night unto them, that they have not a Viſion ; and dark Mic. &. . 3. 


woto them that they cannot Divine ? What Tr cemnang to Iſaiah, 
all the Watchmen of the City are become blind ? 


bat if the Iſai. 56. 16, 


Salt has left its vertue and ſavour ? And, as Chrilt our Savi- pu. Fo 15+ 


our ſpeaks, be good for nothing ; fit for no uſe ; no, not ro be 


caſt upon the dunghil ? Luke 24+ 35+ 


Bur they refer all things to the Pope, who cannot err, 
Bur in the firſt place tharis very ridiculous, that the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhould fly from a Sacred Conncil to Rowe in a Chariot ; 
that in dubious caſes, where it is at a Rand, and cannot well 
extricate ir ſelf, ir might conſult and advice with another, 
I kno'v nor what, Spiric of greater learning and knowledge. 
For, if ir beſo, ro what purpoſe are ſo many Biſhops at this 
time convok'd, and forc'd to take ſuch redious and expen''ve 
journeys to Trent ? It had been the much more adviſeable 2nd 
berter courſe, at leaft,the much more compendtous and com- 
modious Way, rather to h:ve - "4g all chings to the Pope 
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at firſt 3. and immediately to have conſulted the Oracle of 
bis ſacred Breaſt, Again ne is apparently unjuſt, that our 
cauſe ſhould devolve from ſa many Bijhops and Abbats to.the 
final deciſion of one mn ; and fuch an one eſpecially, as- is . 
accus'd by us of moſt hatrous crimes, nor has as-yet viudi- 
cated himſelf ; - but has already without any tryal-or proceſs 
condemn'd us, before we are ſummon'd to Judgement, Are 
theſe things feign'd by us ? Or is nor this indeed the method 
of the Modern Comncils? Are not all things devolv'd from the 
Sacred (ouncil to the Pope alone,thac, as if ſo many ſuffrayes, 
ſo many Subſcripcions. hgrfy'd juſt nothing, he alone may 
add, change, fublirQ, ab:ogae, approve, remit , enlarge, 
relirain, and limit, what he ; leaſes * Whoſe » 0:ds then are 
thoſe? Why did the Biſhops and Abbats [6 lacely in«bs 
Conn! of Trent concluce all their dectces With this, Saving, 
always in all things the Amhority of 1he Apoſtotich Sea ? Oc 
v hy does Pope Paſchal write ſo infolenily of himſelt ? As if, 


De Eleft, & 1 he, any C ouncils could preſcribe. Laws to. the Roman 
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wurch : when they are cald, and corfirm'd by the amtherity 


Ca. ſignificaſti, of that Church ; and the Prerog ative of the Pope of Rome ts ex. 
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preſly excepted in all their Canoxs ? If ſuch things as theſe 
muſt ſtand good, why are any Conncils call'd ? But if they 


ought tobe declar'd null and void, why are they permitced 


to remain in their Books as things of force and validity ? 

But ler the Pope be aboye all Council's; 2. e. ler the part 
be greater than the whole ; ſuppoſe him to have more power, 
and more wiſdom, than all his followers ; and, even in ſpite 
of St. Hieroms, let the Authotityof one City be greater than 
that of the whole world, Bur what if he never underfiood 
2ny thing, of theſe zff4irs > Whar if he never read the Holy 
Seriptures,, nor the Antient Fathers, nor his own (onnculs ? 
W hat, if, as of old Pope Liberixe, he ſhould revolt to the. Ar- 
riant 5 Or as rot many years ago Pope Fohn, he ſhould enter= 
rain impious and deteltab'e opinions ot a future life, and the 
1:hmortality of the Soul ; or aFTope Zo/mns did of old the 
Nicene, ſo he now, to«nlarge his own power, ſhould cor- 
rupt other Comncils ; and thould affirm that thoſe things were 
debated and decree'd by the holy Fathers, which indeed' 
never ſo much 2s ente.'d in.otheir thouyhts;and as C amerenſrs 
{ays 
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ſays the Popes bave frequently done, ſhould offer violence 

co.che Scriptures, that he might aſſume to himfelf the futt- 

neſs of power ? Whar if he renounce the Chriliian faith, 

and become Apoſtare, as Lyra affirms many, Popes have 

beer? Will the Holy Gholt notwithſtanding 1mmedrarely 

knock at his Breaſt, and even agaihiſt his will, and in ſpite 

of himſelf enlighten him , , that he may noc err? Or 

ſhall b& be the Founcain of all right ? | And alt the Frea- 

ſures of wiſdom and underitahdipy; be tound it him ,a8 in 

the proper Score- bouſe? Or,"if ſuth qualificigions be * nor 

to bz mer with'.in him, cn. he- nevertheleſs righrty and 
canmodiouſly judge of zffairs of thar importance ? Or tho 

he cannot judge does he require that all things * ſhould be re- 

ferred to him? Whar if the Popes Advocates ', the Abbars 

and Biſhops, do not difſcmble the.marter, but openly (he 
themſelves to be Enemies of the, Goſpel , atid What if they 

{ze, what they w'll not ſee, and wreft the Scriptares, and ſce- 

ingly and knowingly deprave and adulrerate_che word of 
God? . And \vhac are perſpicyouſly and peculiarly ſpoken of 

Chriſt , nor cati- agree to avy other'man, impiouſly and 
prophanely apply to the Pope ? What if they affirm the 
Pope to be all things, and above all things , or that be has power Hoft, Ca, 
to % all th s that Chriſt can ds; T hat the Pope and Chrift bave Fo 4b- 
one Tribunal , and one (onſiftery ? Or that be is the Light that + 
Came into the World (Which Chriſt (pake of himſelf alone) and yer+bilicyCor. 
that he that d'ith Evil, hates aud flyes from that Light ; or that nel. Epiſ. 34 
all other Biſtops receive of his Flneſs ? Laftly, Whar if with- Cor 7rdeat. 
out diſimulation they clearly, perſpicuouſly, and openly de- _—_ ws 
cree contrary to the expreſs word of God ? Muſt every ; 
thing they ſay immediacely commence Goſpel ? Will this 

be the ry of God? Will (briſt be in the midſt of them 

Will the Holy-Gholt flow from their lips Or can they then” 

truly ſay , t ſeems £ood to the Holy. Ghoſt, and to us 7 Indeed Hof. Contr, 
Petrus a Soto and his YVeucher Hofims doubt not to affirm thac rents 0. 2. 
that very Council, in which Jeſus Chrift was condemned to dy, 

w4s endued with the Spirit of Prophecy , the Holy Spirit, the' 

Spirit of Truth ; nor was it falſly or wainly ſpoken of thoſe Bi-' 
ſrovt , we have a Law, andby our Law be ought to dy ; that Joh. 19. 9. 
therein they judg* d (for ſo Hoſims writes )| true Judgment , 

and 
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and that the Decree and Sentence was in all reſpellt juſt , by 
which they pronounced Chriſt worthy of Death, Tis ffrange 
they cannoc apologize for chemſelves, or defend their own 
Cauſe, withour at che ſame time b<comitis Pacrons and 
Advocates for Ann and (aiphas. For whar Council will 
thoſe men ever declare to be vitious and etroneous, who 
chat very Council in which che Son of God was Con” 
demaed to a moſt ignominious Death -upon'tae'': roſs , to 
be legicimate and jut? But indeed fuch have Been in 7 
emannec all cheic Councils, chat they were pliinly neceflita- 
ted re ſay what they did of that held by Annes and (aiphe. 
Bur are ſuch, men as theſe rhen like to reform the Church , 
who are themſelves, boch che Judges and the Criminals ? 
Will they Jower their Ambition , and abate cheit Pride ? 
Wil they depole or chruſt out themſelves ? Will rhey againſt 
themſelves decree, thar no Biſhops be unlearn'd, none Slow- 
bellies, none heap up one preferment upon another, none 
t themſelves as Princes, none wage War? Will the 
Papes beloved +ons the Abbars declare , that that Monk, 
that gers not his living by his own labour is a Thief? Or 
that Ut 4s ualawjul for bim to converſe in the Ciry, to live 
in a Croud , or of another mans Goods? That he oughe 
£0 {ye upon the ground ,, to live upon herbs and pulſe, ſtud y 
Learning, diſpute, pray, labour, apd prepare himielf for the 
ſervice, of. the: Church ? As well may we expe& chart the 
Scribes ant) Phariſees ſhould. rebuild and reform the Temple 
of God, and infiead of a Des of Thieves reftore us again 4 boyſe 
Prayer. : 

ef eayd them there were, that diſcover'd divers Errors 
in the Church ; Pope Adrias,, iEncas Sylvie, Cardinal 
Poole, Pigbims and others , as we have, formerly intimated. 
Aker which was held'a Council: at Treat the ſame place 
where it is now called, Many Biſhops, Abbits and others, 
whoſe buſineſs ir. was, mer, They were alone, chere was . 

Ao manto diſturb or age them in any thing tkey ſhould 
undertake, For they had wholly. excluded all” our party 
from any conference with chem; They ſate there with great 
expeRation of the- whole world. fix years, , In the firſt fix 
months, as'if thar had been {o urgent and preſſing an _ 
y 


The Church of England. 
they .made many pious indeed, but at rhat time not ſane* 
cellary, decrees, concerning the Holy Trimty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, But in the mean while of ſo many 
plain acknoviedged and palpable errors, what one did 
they corre? From What kind of Icolatty did they refiratn 
the People > What rliztion. did they aboliſh? What 
part of Their Pomp and. T'ysanny did;tbey abate? Ag! if in- 
deed the wor'd was pot pow very well iatisfy'd that this is 
a Conſpiracy not a Council ;.; and that thoſe Biſhops whorh 
the Pope. has now cailed'\rogether , aic all ſworn and plain- 
'ly deyored 1o his ſervice z, nor, will. ever atcempt oxperform 
any thing, but whatthey know. is grateful 5o him, , condu» 
cing coxhe Augmentation of his power, and agreeable ro ts 
will; -and that it is uſual vith them ro number, rather than 
weigh, voices ,- and that the berrer part is frequently born 
down and. over-poiver'd by the - greater, . Therefore we 
know, many Religious men.,. and-Catholick Biſhops, when 
ſuch' Councils have been called , and there: appeared-a ma* 
nifelt aberting of FaRion and 'open favouring 'of parties, 
have remained at home ; knowing they ſhould but loſe their 
labour , the minds of their adverſaries being al r 
inflexible, and obſtinate, and nothing poſkble to be 
Athenaſia,, when be was ſummoned by the Emperor to the Theod, Ecct, 
Councel of. («ſaree , knowing be. ſhould there be expoſed © © © 28 
ca the-invererace hatred of his Adverſaies, refuſed to go. 

The ſame afcerwards coming to the Council of Syrawaw and 

from che ungovernable heats and hatred of his enemies pre- 
ſaging/in/his mind the evenc of things , without delay left 
tbe-glace, - Jabn (broſoflems , tho by four -letcers from the 

Emperor Arcadixe called roa Conner! of 4Arrians, continued Trip. Hip. 
at home, © When Maximns Biſhop of Feraſaltm ſate inthe + 19+ ©+13 


Conncil of .Palefline, the old Father Pagbewtizs , taking hold 
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to be preſent at the Council of Milan, For they knew cw 18 
in vain co go chither , where not reaſon buc fagtion prevail - 
ed ; and where Cauſes were decided not wich judgment , 
bur favour and partialicy. 

And all they, tho they were indeed to encounter obſtinire 
and inveterate Adverſaries : yet, hid they come, might at 
leaſt have been freely heard in the Conre/, 

Bur now fince none of us are permicred to fir , or indeed 
be ſeen, - much leſs fairly heard, in cheir Congregations : 
ſince the Popes Legates, the Patriarchs, Arch-Brſhops, Bi. 
ſhops, and ' Abbats, All ſworn: and devoted Brethren, all 
guilry of the ſame crimes , all baund by che {me Oath, fir 
alone ,- and arrogace to themſelves the only right-of giving 
yotes: and infine as is they had done nothing themſelves, 
ſubmir all their -decerminarions to'the ſole will and pleaſure 
of the Pope, v:z.. that he might be his own Judge, and paſs 
Sentence upon himſelf , who rather ought to plead his caufe 
as a Criminal : fince that antient and Chriſtian Libere 
which ought eſpecially-to be found in Chriftian (ouncils , is 
wholly taken from the Council : prudent and pious men 
ought not now to think it ſtrange, if we at this day do , 
what-in alike cauſe they kno'v ro have been formerly done 
by 1o -many Fathers and Cathslick Biſhops ; rhar, becauſe 
we cannot be heard in the Coureit,” but borh the Ambaſſadors 
of Princes are atfronted and defided ,- and we all-as if the 
matcer were already determined and reſolved upon, are con- 
demned before cryal-: we' rather chuſe ro remain at home , 
permicting the incire'cauſe to GoJ, than cravel'thirher , 
where we are neither alloved/any place, nor have any hopes 


. of bringing marrers coa\Hhappy Lfſue '* 


-. Bur we could with patient ſedate md compoſed minds” 
ealily rolerace the affrones and injuries thus pur: upon us. 
Bur why are Chrittian Kings and Princes of- great Pijery ex* 
clpded- cheir\Adembliey?\ Why dothey diſmiſs them wirh 
ſomaci incivitity and zontymely ," that 28 if they were not 
cicher. Chriftians,dr nbutableſts judge; They allow them 
nor/to know therauſerofrheChiitizay Rely ron, not 'ro inc 
derfiand rhe Srace of) rheir 6wn Churches ®'Or.why do they 


.”: immediacely cry.oat agtinft them; as if they gver-turned'all 


things 


"The Ob dh of Englend. 
ings, incroached upon octher mens offices , and .Yid whar 
«hey could neither with modeſty ror honefty undertake ; if 
itheyin theileaft interpoſe.cheir Authoricy , or do what they 
May , What they are commanded , what they ought ;* and 
what we kno.v both David and Solomon, and all good Prin- 
ces have done ; viz. if chey, the Pope andhis followers in 
the mean while eicher fleeping or nefariouſly oppoling and 
cefiliing.chem.,, go about co coerce and. rettrain the licenti- 
oulneſs of rhe Pricfts , | or compel chem to the preformance 
of their duty , or confine them within the bounds thereof ; 
Afthey take upen th=m co aboliſh Idols , leſſen Superſtition , 
and reftore the Worſhip of thexrue God ? Whar. Scripture 
ever debarr'd a Chrifian Prince from rhe Coznizance of 

ahis nature? Who! belides chemſclves alone over 
cliablifbed ſuch SanRions? 

'Bue will urge, civil Princes are only acquainted 
with the aFairs of State , the arts of-Government and War , 
but do not underſiand the Myſteries of Religion. © Bur what 
is the Pape at this day, buc a Monarch or Prince ? what 
areCatdinals , of which high dignity ſcarce any are now 

| worthy,but che Sons of Princes and Kings? What are 
the Parriarchs , whas for che moſt part their Acch- Biſhops, 
What the Bifbops , what the: Abbars in the Papal Demini- 
-_y bur ar —_ Dukes and Earles, _ atcended 
With a maonificent Prancely Equip R 
adorned ” th CoHars and Chains of Gold. . PP 

Sometimes indeed-chey have peculiar Veſiments and 
AKtendance, as Crofer, | Prllars,] Hats, Miters, and Palls ; 
a Pomp uaknown to che ancienc Biſhops , to St. Chryſaſtow., 
Sr. Au/tine , and St. Ambroſe. Beſides theſe Vanities what 
&o they teach," or ſay, or do, ar live, that becomes, I'need 
nec'ſay a Biſhop, but even a Chriſtian 2 Is it 'of ſuch im» 
ſportance ro bear an empty Title , and be called a Biſhop 
aoly tor changing bis Robes? 

Certainly, thit thoſe men alone , who neither know, nor 
defire to-be-anformed about , nor indeed in the leaſt regard, 
any part of Religioh, farther thaw ir reſpeRts the Kirchin and 
their Bellies by. ſatisfying their exceſs, ſhould be entruſted 
with che whole of Religion ; that cheſe ſhould be the ſole 

L Judges 
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udges;8: be plecal 2s Watch-men who ace chemſelves blinds 
ur on the other idea Chriftian Proee,, rightly: inficuRted in 


matcers of Faith ſhould Rand like a ſtock, mute and.filenr, not 
Vote, nocdeclare his Opinian, only obſerve what.cthey Wi! 
and Commend,as one defſticuce of Ears, Eyes, Mind and Heart; 
receive without exception whatever is impoſed by them ,.. 
and with a blind obedience execute their: Commands, tho 
Inpious and Blaſphemous,- yes tho they ſhould command 
the utcer extirpation of all Religion , and rhe 'Cructhxion. 
of Chcitt himſelf :/ is abominably proud, Conrumelious , :and 
unjuſt , and not to be tolerated either by Chriſtian 'Princes,. 
or prudent men. . For what ? Are theſe. things within the 
reach of a Caiphas Ind Amnas, and above the capacity of 2 De- 
vid and Hezzchiab ? And is it lawful fora Cardinal,a Soldier, 
breat"ing nothing but blood, to fir in a Councal Þ+ Andis ic 
not lawful for an Emperor of King that embraces Chrntliani- 
ty ? For we attribute nothing to our Magiſtrates, burwhar 
we knov to begiptathombyabe word of God, and-approved 
by che Example- of the beſt 'Conmonweatths- and Govern- 
ments,in the world. ' For beſides tharthe Care of botks Tables 
1srecommended by God to a believing Prince, corbe endbe 
may -underfiand that borh Civil, and Sacred and Ecclefiaftical 
affairs appertain to his Office :: beſides thac God oft expreſly 
Commands the King to cut do»n the Groves, todeftroy the 
Srarues and Altars of Idols, xnd to:write for himſelf a Book of 


Ikiah. 49. 23- the Lav: and that. 1ſacab Gor Sdhaghe $0 be a Patron and 
: ee, 


Tied. 12, Care of the Charcher aprincipal part eftheir duty, * 


Jſh. 1+ the Golden Calf and the violation of Divine Worſhip. Foſbwah 


N ur fing Father of the Ehurch I ſay, all cheſe rhings, 


'ris abundantly manifeſt, from Hiſtory and the examples: of 
the. beſt times, that pious Princes have always thoughs the 


» D 


Moſes acivil-Magiftrate a leader of the people; bork re- 
ceived from God and delivered to che e:the whole 
manner and order of their Religion and facred/ Offices: and 
alſo vehemently and ſeverely cebuked Are» the Biſhop for 


alſo, tho nothing more than a civil Magiſtrare, was no ſooner 
inaugurated and ſer over che people, bur the received' expreſs 
commands concerning Religion ,. and the worſhip of God, 
King David, when all Religion had been cocally es 

J 
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thy Tnipions King Soul, tbroaght *back the 4k of God, 5:2. i, Chron, ry, 
;£ :itored Rehgion, and was noe*onfy'prefent as 2 'CAonitor 
and Encqurager'of the'Work,) bir alſs catupoſed Pſalms and 
Hymns, diſpoſed che Cliff's and Orders ,  infticared che 
_— in effeR prefided ovet the Prieſts. 
| buile z' Temple to che Lord , which his 

anche had only dikiahed; id aft made 2 famous * _ 
Orzfori tothe People abour Religion and che bot ug 
God; and afterwards depoſed Abiathir the Biſhop, promo- _ 
ting Sedec to his place. And afterwards when the Temple « —_ _ 
was after a moſt filrby manner polluced by the -viriouſneſs 
and negligence of the Priclis, King Hezokiab commanded y,cy,.., 
it'd be clenifed fro its pollmzicns and teh, the Candles 
0 be lighted, Incenſe «ftered, and rhe ſacred Offices to be 
—_ _ the antient Rires' » and that the Brazen 
begun” about chat rime to be 1dolarrouſly 
ny 16 droes be taken away and heaten ro 
Coſi freed and deftroy'd the High- —_ b. 4. 
Grew! Wing th nr of Go3 ro be there- — 
ty a private ſuper= 
tion od erent oe Ta D__ Fit t fernuſalen, 
wficher all ook _ e go antually from - all parts of the | 
Fofiar ciligently admonifd the Pricfts+-Kinge 23. 
and of eb duty. King Fehoah reftrain'd the Luxu- © Ringo 33- 
ayd Inſolence of the Prieſts, bor put to deaxththe falſe 
Ant nor £0 mentian 2ny more examples our of 
che H, » dur richer call romind che governmenc 
of the under the Goſpel ſince thedirth of: Chriſt , 
we find in che Primicive times the Chriſtian Emperors ſum» 
the Biſhops to the Councils ; Conflantine to that of 
#, Theodeſown rhe firſt to that of Conftansi le, Theodoſim 
the ſecoud to that of Epheſus, Aſarc:an to that of Chalce- 
don, and when foffons Fang a Synod as making for him, 
his adverſary $. Hierow refures him, by ſaying, Tell w what 
Emprrour Fommanded that Synod to be call d? he ſame in his 
Thigh upon Pauls quores the Lerters of thoſe Fmperours, 
ad commanded rhe Letine and Greek Biſhops to be 
Cowmven'd at Rowe. © 
Cercainly, for che firſt Five x years the Emperour 
2 alove 
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alone alwaies held thoſe ſacred Aſſemblies, and Celebrated 


the Councils of the Biſhops, 
. . Wherefore we the rather wonder at the unteaſonableneſs 


4s Fiu 4. in Of the Biſhop of Reme, in ſo groundleſsly aſcribing co himſelf 
bis Bull to the alone, what he knows, when che Empire louriſh'd , appets 
—_ Fer« tain'd ſolely co the Emperaur + bur now chat Kings are be- 


diaan 


come ſharers wich his Imperial Majeſty , is che commen 
Right of all ſoveraign Princes; and thinking i ſufficient ro 
Communicate his pleaſure abouc bolding a Council to the 
Greareft Prince upon the Earth , no otherwiſe chan. to his 
ſervant. 

But , tho the modeſty of the Emperor Ferdinand was 0. 
great, perhaps becauſe he was unacquainred with the artifi= 
ces of the Papacy,as totolerate ſuch an injury: yer did it. not 
by any means become his Holyneſs copur the affront upoa 
him, or to-arrogate to himſelf what was another mans right. 

Bur ſome perhaps will ſay, that the Emperot indeed call'd 
(owncils. at thar time, becauſe the Byhop'of Keme had not then 
attain'dtothat Grandeur and Majefy:yes even ihen chey did 
nor fir wich the Bi in Councils. -nor upoy any occaſion 
interpoſe their Authority in their deliberations, But on the 
contrary, the Emperor Conitantine as Theodoret affirms, not 


Hiſt. Ecel/.t. only ſate in the Niceze Council, but direRed the Biſhe 


c 7. 

Evſeb. vit. 
coft.-l. 3.c. 
10,.12, 13- 


Ed. Vl. 


Socrates |. 5. 


Co 10% 


Eogr, Eco, 


bow they ought to proceed and decide matters out, of the A- 
poſiolicel: and Prophetical writings, . His own words are, {» 
diſputation f divine affairs let. ms als ates bave the Delirine of 
the Hely G heſt. before. or eyes, 4s the rule we 0 ht to follow, 
For the Baokys of the EvangeliFts and Apoſties. and the Oracles of 
the Prophets ſufficiently imform of the will of God,. The Em- 
perour Theodoſums as Socrates. rells ug ,, not only. ſare among 
the Biſhops, bur' alſo.prefided over the debates, angl;bimſelt 
core the wricings of.the. Hereticks, ard confirmed and: ap- 
prov'sd the Doctrine of che Catholirks. | 
In the Council of Chalcedon, a Civil Magiſtrate condemn» 
eJ-for Herericks, himſelf pronouncing the ſenrence , Dioſco- 


Hiſt. /. 2. 0.4. 106, Tunenal, and 1 balaſſius, L1ſhops : and decreed that they 


Ad one 1. 


{hnuld. be depos'd from that dignity in the Church, + 

[n che Toird Council of (. nitan:inople, Conſtamine a Civil 
Magilicate , not only ſate among,the Biſhops, but wubſcriy'd 
wth 
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Mitch eng, Fne read, ſaics he, ard ſubſcribed. .. 
loct Council of Orange, | 4 ny 
of Princes, net only gave their opinions in matcers of Relis 
gion , bur ſubicribed the Biſhops, For fo we find 
at the end of that Council z. Perm, Zdarcelliran, Felix, Libe- 


vis, Noble-mev and illuficious Li enargs and C of 
Re a LE 


have ſubſcribed, _ - wk 
What then? might Lieutenancs and Noblemen ſubſcribe, 
& not Emperors & Kings? We had had no need of ſo many 
words , or ſo.tedious a diſcourſe-toevince ſo perſpicuous 8 
truth, but that we have to do. with ſuch-men as for. love of 
Contention ,. and deſire, of yiRecy, are accuſiom'd to deny 
things of che cleareſt evidence,and which are ſer before.their 
Fes, and openly expoſed to their view. The Emperor Ju 
finer made a Law for correRivg the looſe manners, and re- 
lirainipg the unbridled inſolency of che Priefis;and, tho both 
a Chriſtian and a Catholick Emperor,depes'd from che Papa- 
cy two Popes, Swcceſſers of 8. Pter and Vigars of Chriſt, Sylv 
wiz and Vigi!lins. tan} gs: "” 
| Nowtherefoce ſhall we ſay the Care of Religion does not 
belong to thoſe,, whoare entruſted with Authority over Bi- 
Ne be beck the Ark of God Compoſe als Pha, 
ion , bring bac Ar 0d , Compoſe goly,Plakms, 
kane ha Prieſts, build Teinples, demoliſh the Hi 


b Laces; burn the Groves ; who admoriſh the Priefts of their , 


nevec 


$3 


Atalanta 


never accue'd. of eithet itn 
oFhat.p4 ſhould%y erHde Ct hrs OR04 Pr Prig- 


es ;'dt tfore il}ofttious Nxariples2 A 
IgA chis were lawful for” cþem, being only. civil Mgi- 


Nratek, and entrofted wick" the Garernmene 'of * Cammon- 
wedſibs j nero have our Pri os offided In he Hen 'cmex, 
aitro be _ af and Digi (7 Tit 
fltfd 'Dot Povrat> Of 


Aar-pHvet zzrping, Fer > 
ment gr SanQiry is, there in” them; rhiat mag A e 
cuftome of all the Antienc and.£xholick Biſhops, who us'd 
16 deliberzte with Ptinces about marcers of Religion, chey 
now rejet and exctude all Chrittian Princes from the Cog - 
vizaice of fuch Cruſes, and 'from their Cotiferences ? F; 
they a& ptagently fot themſelves, and for cher" »ſ6 » RT nt 
minion, which r they know © woufd otherwiſe 
z0notbing. Forif thoſe, whom God bar placd in the high 
eft degree of Dignity, had ſeen and underfiood their atti- 
ices, "Thar che commands of Chriſt were conremn'd by 
chem, cbe.li ._ the Goſpel darken'd and etinguifir 
chemy(elves impos'd upen-, Itprudene men mock'd , 20d 
their entrance inco che Kingdom of Heaven abBruked ; ; they 
would nor have ſg ratmely permicred themſelves ts have 
been deſpisd, crampſed upon, and laupHf'd © ſcorn with fg 
ery 1. de'mmd concumely, Bur nov they keep oe 


ther by ienorayce and hiindnef: + 
— dered'a thaw big in that 0d reform 


&f Religion” which we made, have don m—_C > tally o of 
idnſolenrly, but with che greateſt calmneſs and d ration ren 
nor had % ever oerfvaded our ſelves ro what we hay wy, 

bnd not the manifeſt and uydoybred will of God reveal'd ry'ug 
if the Holy Seripeyres, and the bilfineſs of qur Salvation, 
compell'd as, Fot cho we have depatred from Hae Church, 
which they call Catholick, © avd ufjon chat accounr have 
Þfoughr upon our ſelyes 2n il] pame 2mong thoſe whole j 
ments caqgor penetrate unto the botrom of things ; yer chis 
is ſufficient for us, (and ought tobe ſufficient ro an "ow 
degt and pious man, chat 'refle&s on erernal life,). ch 

hwe depared from fach a Church as mighterr; and fuch, 
2 Chiik, who cannot err, ſo long ago forerold fhould = 


and. ſcep vich,ouc.eyes.to hays de- 


da hich.we have evidently, h.our,ecyes. to hy) 
py Bacbers, "Apglil 
hi pe pad ic ecge or GD 


ufch... Pur, we are cone, as much as potlibly we 
to. the Church of: the Apoltles, and che Anuent Catkgl 
INE we or which ye know ga have beenon. 
on ap ns 2oampalnged VL (hag 'd. dot 
GR Bacon: bur. gas our. | the 
form of.ouripublick Prayers according ro cheit rixes and in- 
Bicucions,. And, as ve koewy Chriſt himſelf, and almott all 
piqus.men hays: done, we have recall: 'd Religion, Ws was 
cithergroly neg ls&ed on degrav'd;by them, : Ear hae a pr 
and Paamictive Fare. For; hence, \e,ghink e of a 
Referpyrion-ought4a be zaken,! peneRelgonic ſelf had 
«s Ocnigine, 2nd. Source. ,For, chis way of argumentation, 
ſays che moſt _ Bofiens Father Tertallian, is. valid againlt all 
Herehes ; & true which a faſt; wad Ef othe wt 
falſe ther; yolpprer. © | Ireqooy, frequently. fps po 
Antienc Chuyrs h were nearer which 
could [noc.,jp, Nckabaticy ſo ſoon have err'd. hs then. is 
pac the Fame method oblery's Rill ? Why do we noc return 
w.HE zern of the Prigurive Churches.?, Why cannor 
ard among us A0'V,. was. of. old decree'd in 
Mien Chun by ETD Catbolick ;Fa- 
ithopt ary concrad = Sragie torr mm, Ne 
in file, Antient ) Coons | 8 GT _ os Was omey 
_ vines of emple not to 
ſw, the; there was that moſt mag nificent and ſumpruous 


money be) hore to #eflare Me Brains and ere. 
iſe to pope, tho probably he was not 


IE with their r Heca- 
9; their ſahd Sacrifices. or bans Offi, their 
Tabiah Feaſts, their Supplieations, nor the Fjtyals come 
pos'd by Name Pompiliau, . He thought ix ſufficient, for 
him to ſer before his eyes and imirare the form of che old 
eee by Go Rd Solowen ficft built according tothe Pattern 


God, and thoſe amtient Rices and Cexemonies, 
veer A phe y commanded Moſer, 


And 


e by ai Pip We 


Yb ir exjte8icg er; eratitifde 7 
eek extraordigary a bl Seu ; EalCed Hl thoſt bar $6 Gut 


vived their Caprivi , and remember'd it'& building of che 
former Tewots ' it was (pdi'd and 'demolifþt by che 
low:$n7.—£ when they ſaw the"? e Which 
they boiſe ine < lhgrt'of the' beavty and of 


chac whith: fore, For thee only they thought the 

Temple tobe repaired as it ought, if ir anſwered thePriftine 

Paccern, and Antient Majeſty of the Temple of God, ' ' | 
St, Paul; in reforming the abuſes, which the renner 7-4 

Þ-oan then to introduce into the Lords Supper, propel 

rhem, for their Rule, rhe Infticurica of Chriſt ; for 


3 Cor,11, 33- deliver d ts you, ſays he, what ! mr pra Fog) —_ 


And Chriſt, to refuce the error of the Phariſees, rellschem 


| ought 'to have x courſe to the Fromihy 
be ptogned E | Begintiingss 


convince the Priefts of their ſordid Avatice, and 

purgt the Temple, he ſays,” This Houſe rom 
was 2 Houſe of ' Prayer, that the peopte mig he'there 
and purely invoke ; -and ſo ir ought'to Ne r/you ar ' this 
ime ; for it was nor built tothar'endto be a Dye of 'T hover, 
Jn fike manner af Foe Prihces, chit ate commens- 
FE: if rhe Holy Seriptures this actor ciiely cory» 
mended, Oe fs the the ways of” David their Fab 
ther ; becaufe they rety jd torhe » 4 and" Fountame, 

and made ay bw; and perfe& Refortnation in Religion! | 

wc | pos ſeeing ali i Ancient Cuflomes treddefi' inder 
theſe met}; and no! remizoing” in bd Temple 

of fi God befides deplorable Fines ; wethaught oe 
<ditfe;” tap rhole e Oharchies for nt ome which 
we knew: had mor ert?d, nor ever receiy/d \Privat# 
Pramers I PT deb avals and b arbarow 


Þ 
ons in the Sarraments, nor other arr kes: 
And, defiting the Temple of the Lotd ſhould "be wee 
'vnew, we ſon gh not” fn re Fobndatior}, 
we knew laid pf old þy tie ' Apoſtles; pv: Or," mo 
Feſus Chriſt, N40 


And 


peajing his 
. -a66d, them e« hentd God himſelf LO..us 
aro, :and ſ{aw; thoſe: nant, Brom fer oe .the- hve 
and reiminive Church: (\che-ExpeRtion of Gas onaX1! 
-heing uncerrain,; and much mare ſorhe Evens ;. bur cſpc- | 
ciallys:when:we were. fully, perſaded of che. will of God, £ | 
and jadged 4ccimpiaus 119.Þe too -(olicitous.and rfl, ghouc 
- . of.tnen{ we could not denger; conſulc 
ail blobs, burr a5tien 'choſe do thaty/ which. lawfully might, | 
and: ely-had been done; 'by pigus Men and navy Ca- | 
tholick -Biſhops ; 'by a :Previxciel Synod £9 begnide for ghe 
{afery of ourown Churches. For. {owe know -the ele yang 
:Parhers-were. Your to. ffy ar homes, before, they;came 
Conncit of che; whole world... Jhe apap : decreed 
IPIIIIIE 6 —_— are/ yer Com BY - Rs ge | 
J 116, NewC eſs augra.\n Þ.a- 
pen hls os ſgne chink, long before any mention of 
the. Qecumenical Council of. Nice. After. this, manner ey 
hop without the ncy of 6, pn ater Len! yon 
and Degerft;. wee: 


mi, 
but>o;/hiz.on. Clergy and, ] 
_ 4 "_ mer; inthe C 
& be beld ery Feonogg ; ,which, 


ban fits js Taba 
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1 Cor, 4. 3+ 


Prov, 19, 2U+ 


_ ox Pal, Str tures r88; "uf by 


4 1 Wobication of 
-6f ſmiges, - contrary tothe Second Nice: Caneil. >Nor.is 
chis © altogether 3 ew nd undeard:of Merhod evan among 
us, For wein E have ſometimes held ——_ 
nds, md govern'd our Churches by our. own Domeſtic k 
Laws. Why ſhould Emultiply words 2 Certainly the great- 
eſt and fulleſt Councils, in which they ſo much-glocy, thould 
we "compare them with alt thoſe” Churches, - which inche 
whole world - atknowledge and profeſs thie- name 06 Chiikt ; 
whar, I beſe&chyou, could they appear elſe, bur cerrain 
private Conieils bf Biſhops and Provieeial Es w_ —_ 
we gratit that perhaps /raly, Fr 


. Denmark , and Scotland, m ghr ret og Ik _u/x ci then 


Afi Greece, yam" poraminy 
, Erhiopra, India, and Fade is mn which.places 
> h mariy Chriſtians and many ;. were abſem: 
how could any man' of ſenſe padge this 40 be d G exeral Gonn- 
of? Or, when ſo many pars of the” world were” abſent, 
how could they fay,rhey had the coriſent of rhe whole world 7 
= Whar kind of Cownre/ was that lar 604 24 Fyewt }:Or how 
could it be ſaid co op General , "when from all-the Ki 
and Countries: it  n0'more than- Forey - 
mee \rherear 3 of which-ſome rm 2 
ought to have been ſent Þack ts Rudy the 
, that they©had fever tea over che ' Holy Sorip> 
Siocyef the Rands, the ruth of 4 Gor. 
depthds hot '6n Conncils, or,cas St. Pad 


3 ln" Wor Is Bur if thoſe, rt xt prpente 
0 Church of -rotnmirced, will 1 
diſch We harden rheir henry 
God 
God w 
there rr 
fured, 'For God ory DOT he Ae 


even in ſpite of them, to ptoreRt and promote his Kingdom, 
pv devives, the res = 

theteſs the Connteb þ redo Brogl pag emer For thine '& 

neither Wiſlows, wor | ft the Le 

84 , ſays'St. Hilary," ue 

long duration, by other hrelpi therefore nnft the Chureh "be *b 
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ADearned Vinihcation of 
Popevof Rowe : "for rhe Heivrhdonly Node arid Ligameauet 
'* Clififtian tn Gcery, ch wal / Prieft of rhe Seek pf Thos, whom 
ore etc ws him fro whom;ingMCafer of 
difficulry,Courieet 26d rrus ——_ raph roherore :thae, 
if ny ſubmit not RED 

:- infhe Pphr of hi6trerhjertharhe 


hrs &o; rind nary 6 Chiriſys and frls we-ome 
Cotiflory - Howithour him-chere ismd Faith, noflepe, no 
Clintholewhorverdaumeoitces him;rejeAs'and reyounces 
'his ovin fatvatort: Theſe 'thi the Curſo che Popes Para- 
Fees; withoue 3H ModeſtyFrequertly ater, noovgult rhey 
Pelhepteer chihg#ofChrcifh1 himf6F.)s ws nt endo! hon 
M ur Pitts) WE lefc not the Pope WedkbdtndFady 
<Q iy pterfure;, or any te al atUvanroges3We fhould 
” bivemuchi rther wiſh'd Lea foes dieſes n$x0 have 
todepantombim:;'! Bur ſoir wiz iwih- 
weed wwe-epnie 69 Obeift-Nor berll 


Mae SS —— 
floodinct 


:by'' fa uy wo ye tv bei 20 ens 24 T1 
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The Church of England. 
| Impions that were before good, *Apd. the Phariſees boaltiog :of 
their deſcenc, of cheSrork and blood of ' Abraham ; Tow [aics 
Chyiſt, © ſeeks 30 bail ave , # man that rhaczold you the teach, 


which / have heard of God: this did not Abraham; you. ad John 8.40:44- 


your father the. Devil, and rhe luff1 of your 
But ſuppaſe:we ſhould:granc comerhing £0 Frying y is 
the Popetbewnly Sicceffor of: Sr. Feter ?  In>haar cherefore 
.does becſiiaceed biting imivhat Religion; in what 'Ofhce, ip 
-Whac pattnefi iis Life ? W hat Linticude: cam you imagine 
-bewveentS; 882r-and, the/Pope;ot:the: Pape and 'S, Peter Þ Unleſs 
on wilt effumyashar Sf eaer; when he was:ar: Kome, 

never preach'd the Goſpel ,; thicche never fed the flock, that 
-btitook #warthe Ker oftbr bin of Heatey, that be: bid bus 
1a14s werey., only Tate imabe: an. deſcribing vich: his 
FingericherRegions of Purgariyy, | andthe different indxof 
puniſhments ; :that he, deliver d ſome miſerable ſouls 'to be 
$9rmenteds: and immediacely-reteaſed others ar: his pleaſure 
For .arevard ; that.he appointed! Private 'CMnſits tg be (aid 
n.evetyComen.p:tiiar hg mutrer'd over che: ſervice of-rhe 
oa che Hee voice:,: and-:in an unktiosntongue; 
the Hoftin all Churches, angzupenevery Altar, 

and whete eves be journey'd had-it carry'& before bim on a 
Herſe >aroy with Bells and Torches; that he Confſecra- 
08 rs wes fg ib. bis. ſacred bieath , Os, Hax;Wal,: Bells, Cops, 


Ss ms 3.tha 9 _ 
whtte;, Expribatiansy Horm Palls, thellje: of 
le nts lo plowa's; nods call'd him» 
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be, 
nn Do =D + Grldes Conc wii 
2 Per fien Equipage, a 
.« Golden-Diadem ſparkling with ks. Si Probable Sr. 
Bur lix'd:thus formerly at Rowe, and-left by Tradition the 
ſame Cyſtemes 40 his Succefſors. « Fortbeſe. things-are at 
-vbisday; obfery'd by the: Pope at Fome, and/ſo cbſery'd, as 
#19-4hjs>conffied x whoje of their duty.” Org upleſaper- 
Wt : aps 


had aher cake che = i 

ſay che 
popu non ll hinge chat 2 the 6 ker, did. = pecrr 
,vels inco.al{ Councries nd Fender ek 
.ly publick]y, bur achvank, and frm boyſe to 


x inflave 6 in {eaſan and our of ſeaſon, wi 


Miniſtry. of Chrilt ; gen hu en Wan 
Yego's che bacecer _—_ mire Ns 
ivers them co e, as (he recei 
ishe Sale of the Earch, and che Lighr of the Work cha be 
cares noc for himſelf, but Flock 3 he ent angler wet bimſelf 
pb eee 's Perch rele Sercſes not Do- 


q all.che Ancient Puma 1r6uny _—_ | 

Unleſs the Pope 4p "thus, and Sc. ET wg 

mopaned befper t is np reaſon *their - 
qr chap nmr gy Succefſion of Se. Pecer. & 


men guiley of much greater crimes: ir would'inor: 

bring a Nur upon War repuenion, bur po erat er 
Aicious, by. inflaning che gorach of God: ag4iblt us 3* ung 
D and cnn ade? the came, ve ye err 
= bim,- whey we ſay $6c 
apy ages to haye blinded) che" eyos.of choWhole world : 4 


- d np touts 
make ap/ alltahce nor only wi 


The (hueth of England. 
From him, who-was wont4o affirm wich too mych arrogance, 
that he could: not Err, nog What, ever be did be judg'd of 
any, whether Kings, an 96g the whole Clergy, or the 
Univerſal, People ; no, tho he ſhould plung with himſelf 
many. Thouſand Souls into Hell ; from him, who afſum'd 
to himſelf Empire and Authority, not only over men, bue 
the &ngels of God, that chey ſhould go, return, lead Souls 
into .P#rgatery, and reduce them again, acco:ding to his 
pleaſure; whom Gregory plainly declar'd ro be the- Fore» 
runner arid Enſign of Antichriſt, and to have apoſtatiz*d-frem 
the Catholick Faith ; from bim, from whom thoſe our Lea- 
ders:and Captains , whono'y oppoſe the Goſpel and the 
acknovwiedg'd Truth, did long ago unanimouſly. and of their 
oem accord: recede'; and would now:.pet: uowillingly re- 
cede,-did not the reproach of inceallancy, fhamefac'dnefs, 
and the people's eflimation of them refirain them. Lafily 
we have departed from him, to whom we were in no wiſe 
__ and who —_ ry unknown mg fs -q place, 
bis ſucealſan, ing I imſelf. An 
we of all oxlicts Len br hume For 
our Kings, even chey who mo religiouſly obſerv'd the Au- 
' thoricy -and \Faich of che Biſhops of Rowe, were long 3 
made ſufficiently ſenfible of the Yoke and Tyranny of 
> mg 7 we? | For the Kewan Biſhops pull'd the Crown 
from the of our King Heazry the z and cgn- 
firain'd him co ſubmic and to. beg pardon of their Legace, 
the habir of a private perſon, all. Majefty being laid' atide, 
thatbe might be expos'd; to the derifion of all his SubjeRts; 
And: arm'a che Biſhops and Movks, and a great part of the 
Nobiliry-againk our King Jobs, blowing the people from 
cher Oath of Allegiance ; and laft of all, by the moſt hain» 
ous. and abominable wickedneſs depriv'd him noc only of 
his 'Kingdom,” but life. King Heyy the Eight, a Prince 
of incomparable Majeffyand Worth, they Excommunicared 
with Anathema's. and Fulninartions, gens, a; ru tim 
fomerimes the Emperor, Md ſomenmes the Freach King, 
and12s' much as in arm eye er Kingdom to 
them” for a prey and ſpoil; - Fealiſh and vain men, who 
could betieveſa greata King was to be ahcighted with Mor» 
-noes 


ff Lparntd Vindication of 
.M6es or-Noiſes, or ſo great a Kingdom ſo" cafify ſwallow'd 
- up arence. And yet, 48 if al} choſe chings/:wors-roglittle, 
they claim'd the whole' Kingdom/as arg:r0-them; 
and exaced the malt unjuſt annual-raxacions from/ir,- £0 
much did aur friendſhip to» the City of Kome cot us, *. Bur 
if rhey excorred thoſe things from us 'by {frauds -and'-inw 
poſtures, there 1s -no reaſon, why we (hould wor-by honen 
means and geod laws take cbemy- again} from» cheja, ©.5H 
our Kings in thoſe dack times,  induc'd by an opinion af 
thei counterfeic - SanRiry, and for the ſake of Religion, 
willingly. and liberally betiow'd chem upon them ; follows 
ing Kings, endu'd with: the ame power, obſerving che'er» 
cor oftheir Riedecefors, night recal them x for every Da- 
natiorvis. yard that'ts not eltabliſht by chewillof che Doner, 
Buc-thar' cannoc, be-accounred 3 will, which'is blinded-ang 


{. 'Y ? 


- 


o 
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FT" Hus, Chriſtian Reader,thou ſeeſt,ic is no new thing,if che 
. Chriſtian Religion, ar this day lacety reſtor'd,.: and as ig 
.were ſpringing-upa/een, bereceived with contumelics- and 
tzproaches;hncehbch Chit and his Apotiles weie: welcam'd 
) 76h. rhe ſame wncerrzinmenc.” ' Yer, teaft thou ould fulfes 
thy {elf to be. ſeduc'd)and impos'd/upon by thoſe Clamapes 
. of our Adverſaries :: We | have given thee aperfe& account 
of our Religian z whar we believe eicher of {od rhe Farker, 
orof his oply Son; Jeſus Chriſt, or of the. bloly Gholt; i ar of 
the Church,.or of the Sactainencs, orof clie/ Miniſtry or 
of the Holy Scriptures, or 6f the Ceremonies; ' of of: any 
other part of che Chriſtian Religion... We have :declar'd;rhas 
wederefſt as the peſts and.deftructiangf Souls,all choſeanciene 
Hetches, which the Holy Scripturgs,or the fir Coonmlr have 
pondemin'd; that we have:reſtor/&,Eadefiafiical Diſgtphinesas 
far as wg were adle, ybich our Advarfatics have wholl yzener. 
yared g1 and; .thac we punih' wichahe ſeyerpy char is meer, 
gad conſiltens wich fur profent cjreumiiancesp)/all _—_ 
; $ 


_ 


peſs.qf life, apd difſoluteneſs of mariners, accardingtothe 


_ ancient .Laws of-out Ancofints ;1 that we retain the former 


race - of Governtnens in our- Kingdarps withour ay dimhi- 


,nution// or 'change,. and With-our'urmoRt forces endeavour to 
;preferve intire che-Majeſty of our Princes ; that we, nor out 
"of love of contention, but by the admonition of Chriſt him- 


Jelf; have departed from char Church, which chey had made 
a>» of Thieves, in which they bad lefe noching incire 
and like a Church, and which-rfem(ſelves confeſs'd ro bave 
err'd in'many things , no ocherwiſe chan as Lor of old lefc 
Sodews, 'or Abrahaws the Land of the Chaldeess and that 
we- have inftituced a certain-form of Religion according to 
the Haly Brble, which we kno'v.cannot err; and/have te. 
rurhed co the Primitive Church of the Fathers and Apoſtles ; 
4.4, to the original and beginning, as to the fountains and 
ſource of the Chriftian Religion. 

Ruc we did not expeRt inchis 2Faic che Conſent and Autho- 
tity of the Council of Trent :(ſecing nothing therein rightly 
and orderly manag'd, bucAll ſworn and devared 40 one man, 
the Ambaſſadors @f ' our Prince cantemn'd, noneafrour Di- 
vines permitted ro ſpeak, and-all chings openly carry'd en by 


* Ambition and parridlity;) bur, as the Holy Farhers;and our 


Anceſtors have frequently done ;, have reform'd our own 
Churches by a Provincisl Synod ; and have, as we ought, 
ſhook off the yoke and tyranny -of the Biſhop of Kome, to 
whom we were no waies bouhd, and. who retain'd nothing 
like Chriſt, nor Se. Peter, nor an Apoſtle , nor indeed a 
Biſhop, Laſtly , we are at unity and concord among our 
ſelves in all do&rines and points of Chriſtian Religion, with 
one Mouth and one Spirit worſhnping God and the Father 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


B2ing therefore thi3acquainted with the reaſons and mod. 


tives of the'\Reformarion of Religion among us, and our de- 
parture from them: thou can't nor wonder, Chriftian' and 
Pious Reader, if we choſero obey God rather than men. 
St. Pax! 2dmoniſhes ns, not to ſuffer our ſelves to be ſeduc'd 
by their various doQtines j' and eſpecially roavoidthofe,whn 
cauſe difſentions; contrary to the doEtrine they had 'tecieved 
from Chrilt andhis Apoſtles, __ impoltures 'hive now 

* for 
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pearance? and ſplendour of the Goſpet',> 'Screech-ow 
fromxbe'rifitig'Sun;/ apd rho they 'bebuiloand fenced up to 
heaven, yer are cheyavich cheleal ſhock thrown downy 'and * 
almoſt of their own accord fall. / For 'nomanought cothink 
that all theſe events were fortuicous and caſnal.- 'Twas the 
will of God,that the.Goſpel of Jeſus Chritt ſhould in. cheſe + 
timesgxhoalmott all men oppos'& it, be divulg'd and «ſpread 
over"the whole world. Therefore mer admoniſh'd' from 
heaven voluncarily' yielded ro the Doaatrine of Chriſt. ' 

As for us , we propos'd not to'our felvesin what we have 
done either glory , or riches, or pleaſure, ov eaſe.” Forall 
theſe our adverſaries abundantly enjoy ; as dad we alſo, much 
more. copiouſly” and largly; while we continu'd! with them, 
Nor arewe at all averſe roan agreetnent and reconahartion ; 

* ſo that for the ſake of peace with theworld, vwe' be: not ob- 
lie*d to war againſt God, The name of peace, ſaies'S. Hilary, 
is pleaſant, but peace is one thing, and ſervitude another... For it 
oughrby-no means to: be efteem'd a peace bur; a moſt unjuſt 
Coveninrof Slavery, that is grounded upontheſe conditions, 
that Chriſt ſhould be enjoyn'd filence, that the truth of the 
Goſpel ſhould be berray'd,. abomimable Ercors- diflembled, 
che fenſes of Chriftians impos'd upon, and an open conſpi. 
racy carryed on againſt God himſelf. * There is, ſaies Nazs. 
An&en, 4 certain unprofitable peace, 'and: commodious dr [&nfion, 
For we mutt labour for peace' with ſome exceptions, ſo far 
as 1t may be juſt; ' ſo far asit may be lawful. Farther than 
this, Chrilt himſelf came not- to bring peace on the earth, but 
a ſword, Wherefore if thz Pope would have us reconciled 
cohim, he ought firft robe reconcil'd to God, For, ſaies 
S. (yprian, hence ariſe Schiſms, that men ſeek; not the Head, 
bereke not themſelves 'to the ' Fonmain of the Holy Scriptures ; 
morebſerve the precepts of their htavenly Maſter, For, ſaies he, 
that 1s 'not peace, but war ;, nor ean he be united tothe. Church, 
that us ſeparated from the G ofpel. But theſe men only diſcourſe 
of peace for their ownadvantage;- making a trade of ir, 'For F 

the, peace» they: Joi murt Jabeur, afecr;,. is nothing elſe bur 1-4 
+þe ireft and rranquitity - of !their -droniſh- and 1dle bellics. 
+ or ll 'the- differences betiyveen! us might be brorghrro a 

> ſpeedy 


ſpeedy concluſion : did not” ambicion, exceſs, and luxury 
incervene..'\ Hetce their griefs, their mind 1s on thejr bels 
hes; and all rheir clamours and noiſes tend ro no other 

ſe; bur that they mighc with greater and more hainous 
impiety defend thoſe goods they dithoneltly obtained, We 
are at this day complained of, and cryed our againſt by 
Venders of Indulgences, *D ataries, Colleftors of Peter Pence, 
Bazals, and others, who think gain godlineſs ;-, and ſerve 
not the Lord-Jeſus Chritt, but tbeir own belhes, - . For theſe 
ſorrs\of ter}; formerly made- great advantages of the igno- 
rance- and fuperRition of the laſt Age, But nov, whatever 
acceſſions accrue to Chriſt, thoſe they eſteem: as lott to 
themſelves. The Pope himſelf ar preſent makes the ſame 
complaint, that Piery is grown cold, becauſe his Revenues 
arediminiſhr, Therefore does he, as much as poſlible, 
expoſe us to rhe hatred of the world, lading us with con- 
rumelies, and condemning, us for Hereticks ; that by thoſe 
that underſtand not the reaſon, we might be.reputed the 
molt impious and intolerable men in the world. _ Yer, nei- 
ther are we in the mean while upon that account, nor in- 
deed ought we to be, aſhamed of the Goſpel; for the 
glory of God is of greater value to us, than the eſteem of 
men. We know the things we teach are according to 
truthz nor can we do violence to our own Conſciences, 
nor bear teſtimony againſt Gad, For if we deny but the 
leaſt part of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt before men, us will 


he deny again before bis Father. Bur if there are any, chat Math. xo. 33- 


will be offended and cannot bear the Do&rine of Chriſt : 
they are blind, and Leaders of the blind z; yet- ought we 
notwithſtanding ro preach and profeſs the truth, and pa- 
tiently wait for the Tribunal of God, 

Let thoſe men then in the mean while take care what 
they do, let themrefle& on their own Salvation, and ceaſe 
ro hate and perfecute the Goſpel of the Son of God: leaſt 
they at laſt find him a Redrefſer and Avenger of his own 
cauſe, God will not permit himſelf ro be had in deriſion. 
And men have ſeen for a long time, what is rranſaing 
in the world, That flame, the more it is ſupprefſed, with 
ſo much the greater foree and violence does it break out and 

N 2 ſpread 


ſpread-ic (elf, Their Infidelity ſhall nocfruſtrare te 0he. F To 

miſe of -God; Bur if they continue - inthar. 

obftinacy of hearc, and refuſe t6:embrace the 

Chriſt: Publicanes and Sipnegy ſhall.go" betore thei; wry 

the Kingdom of God, ' "we . 
God, and the Father of air 1 ord Jeſuy/Qhrift, open 

their eyes, that they. may ſee thar bleſſed anto vbich 

they are cal that we, may all unani y gtocify the 

One and xrue' od, and hirt\/ "He hath ſencfrom Heavey 

ro' us Jeſus /Chirift ; ro Whom together wichichePaher 

and the Holy 'Ghoſi be #cribed il honour and glory! ws. 

all Eternity, Mw OO WEIS,» - + 
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